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CHAPTER L 

X HE vifit ofthc Ltidford family to Sir 
Edward and Lady Newenden that even- 
ing, had been principally at the defire of 
Mr. Rupert and Mifs Clarinthia, who flat- 
tered themfelvcs that they might be in- 
cluded in the party to Lord Danesforte's. 
Mrs. Ludford, while (he afFeded to de- 
fpife every thing but the fubftantial com- 
forts of riches, was yet very felicitous to 
V0L.IIL B be 
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*be noticed by ." people erf qwlky ;" Mid 
was never £o well pleafed as when fhe com.- 
pared that affluence acquired by trade, to 
•the more briUiant but frequently ill fup- 
ported fplendor of- fuch of »the nobility as 
^Dclieved themfelves obliged to make an 
va^ppear^ace mor^ equal to their rank thaa 
to their fortune. Every opportunity 
therefore of making this comparifon (lie 
eagerly feized ; and when they afforded at 
.once gratification to her pride, and ^occa- 
lion to difplay the talents of her fon, 
^very thing was obtained that could make 
her eager for the party. 

With avidity (he engaged with her fon 
and daughter . in the. project of going to 
Dancsfort^; where Mr. Rupert was to 
:write for the theatre^ and Mifs Clarinthia to 
take a part : So had^ they arranged it in 
.their imagination ; and infinite was their 
mortification neither to meet Lqrd Danes- 
foite or to hear any thing of the intended 
party;, but to be received, if not with 
vcoldncfs, at Icaft without any pleafure; 

and 
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smd to obferve throughout the houfe fyHip- 
foms of confuGbni which while it difap- 
pointed their expeditions piqued thdbr 
curiofity. 

Duiiag their journey home they made 
various conjeftures on the caufe of Ethe* 
linde*s journey to London. ** Tis fame 
affairs I fuppofe of her father's/' faid Mifs 
i-.udford, ** We all know how terribly 
embarrafledhe is. Poor dear girlt (he* 
is much to be pitied." 

'^ Pitied, for what?" cried the elder 
!ady« ^^ 1 dare fay (he would be much 
affronted at being pitied. She thinks 
herfclf rather an objeft of envy, I fup- 
pofe: and as to this journey, 1 dare fay 
it happens becaufe Lady Newenden has 
found out at laft that every body talks of 
her and Sir Edward.** 

** Indeed, mama, I am convinced that 
was mere fcandal; befides it looks, I 
chink, more like a wedding than any 
tiling elfc. I am fure that Mr. Montgo- 
mery is a lover/' 

B 2 « Perhaps 
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^^ Perhaps he may. He has nothing, 
I fuppofe; moft likely feme dependant 
on Sir. Exlward. 'Twill be convenient 
enough to have Mifs Chefterville mar- 
ried. There are ways great people have 
of fettling matters very comraodioiifly ; 
and Chefterville will be glad to get his 
daughter off, that he may have nothing 
to internipt him at his beloved gaming 
table/* 

*' Dear ma'am," exclaimed the gentle 
Clarinthia, *^ I declare I do not beheve 
any harm of Ethelinde ; and I underftand 
that ' Mr. Montgomery is a man of 
family/' 

^' Of family !" anfwered her mother ; 
and what good does family do? Chef- 
tervillc was a man of family too ; and 
my lifter Ethy never confidered that 
his family would not fupport her and 
her children. I am fure (he made a 
bad hiftory of it with her honorable con- 
pe<Mons ; and I dare fay her.daughter will 

do 
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do the fame or worfe, for like her flic fets 
up for a beauty." 

** The girl is certainly handfome," 
faid young Ludford, conceitedly j '^ but 
in my mind, that is all. *Tis a pretty 
inanimate creature *, I have tried to make 
fomething of her, but (he feems totally 
to be deficient in fpirit and difcern- 
fnent.** 
. " The world -fuppofes/^ faid Mr. Em- 
mcrftcy, *' that Sir Edward has been 
more fuccefsful, Ludford^ and if that 
IS really the cafe, her predilection in his 
farour muft excufe her. blindnefs ta 
you." 

*^ Oh! I forgive her fronii my foul," 
replied Mr. Rupert* " 1 never think 
your fine miffes worth much trouble, 
nor ihould 1 have thrown away a thought 
on this, had riot die had the reputa- 
tion of an undecftanding in a fuperior 
ftyle/' 

'** I wonder how (he s^cquired fuch a 
charadber^" faid Mrs. Ludford. 

B 3 'I Why 
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** Why: by being puffed by Sir Ed^ 
ward/* replied her fon, ^ to be forc; h« 
IS n^clconed a man of fenfe and readings, 
alid his word was taken for that of his 
great favourite. 'Tis aothing bat pvrffing 
that gives people charafter.- Then the 
girl is handlbme; and a very, very fmall 
ft are of wit wilt make a {>retty woman 
in fafhion/' ; 

** And I fuppofc a fftihionabie care- 
le^efs of her reputation coo is one rea^ 
foti ' for her fame ; fok* my part 1 (hould^ 
as Ihe is related to me, be ^ much better 
pieafed if fhe was either lefs talked of^ 
or talked of more to her advantage." 

While this party was indulging their 
fpken on the fubjeft of poor Ethelinde, 
Mr. Maltravers was labouring to adjufi; 
matters between Sir Edward and Lord 
Danesfbrte, the fornier of whom was very 
defiraus of avoiding every meafure that 
might expofe the reputation of his wjfc^ 
and the latter, even niore anxious to 
evade relinquiihing his arrangement with 

Lady 
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Hady Ncwcncten, arid hisfutnrc prbjefts 
in regard to gamirtg parties with Dave* 
nant, both of which he apprehended 
would be broken if he refehted the con- 
duft of Sir Edward. Though his Lord-* 
fliip poffeffcd courage or rather fiercenefs^ 
enough to have no apprehenftdns of the 
fevent of a meeting, he yet found little 
fhcliiiation to hazard it, when it mad^ 
hirti every way liable to danger and in- 
convenience, without promiQng any pof- 
fible advantage. JHjs perfonal courage- 
nobody doubted*, and he therefbre deter- 
mined- rather to make the apology, ac 
which Mr. Maltravecs* gently hinted, than 
beconfie liable to fall by the hand of 
Sir Edward, or to be obliged to quit 
the country (hould he himfetf have the 
advantage. Lady Newenden obftinately 
refufcd to make any conceflSon ; and 
the day after Ethelindc's departure, con- 
tinued to keep her room. But Sir Ed- 
ward, as he fat at breakfaft alone, was 
iurprHfcd by the entrance of Lord Danes- 

6 4 forte^ 
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forte, who, gaily and carelcfsly approach- 
ing him, took his hand — *' My dear 
Ncwendch," faid he, " we ftrangely mif- 
underftood each other ycfterday. The 
devil, I believe, was in you. Prithee, 
Newenden, what had got poflcffion of 
your head f If it had been any body elfe, 
I can tell you, I fhould have fct about 
obtaining an explanation in a differenft 
way; but I know you are my friend, 
and that your conduft of ycfterday was 
a mere fit of ill humour. Why the de- 
vil would you defire to put an end to 
our party; it is impofTible but what you 
muft think better of it/' 

Sir Edward withdrew his hand, and 
calmly but coldly anfwered — ^'^My Lord, 
I cannot think otherwife of it than I 
did before-, nor fbould 1, without long 
confideration and very fubftantial reafons, 
have defired Lady Newenden to have 
given it up. My Lord, I will be cxpli- 
cit with you ; I have too good an opi- 
nion of my wife to believe her capable 

of 
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of. oSending againft her honour and mine ; 
but the appearance of fuch great familia* 
rity with any fociety I difapprove " 

" Ca^far himfelf not more nice ha? 
My dear Sir Edward, one would really 
think you. had been born and* educated 
an hundred and fifty years ago; Ridi- 
culous !* If it was known that you had 
this whim in your head, and of a wo- 
man too whofe conduft is fo irreproacha- 
ble as Lady Ncwenden*s, upon my foul. 
ypu would ' be laughed to death, and be 
held up as the Mr. Strickland of the mo^ 
dera world.** 

** I lliould be very indifferent about* 
that;, my own happinefs, the honor of 
my family,, is of fome confequence to 
me ; the opinion of thofe whom you. call 
the modern world, of nofte.** 

" Why, upon my foul, you grow 
worfe and worfe : *tis fo abfurd, . Newcn-^ 
den, that we will not. argue upon it; 
Lady New^nden goes^ furcly to Danes- 
forte. I;have every thing prepared; and 

B5 it 
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k will be the dacnnedeft thing in the- 
world to ^ifappoint us. Befides yovt- 
will go wjth U6 yourfelfy and Mr. and: 
Mrs. Maltravers. Surely, in point of 
propriety, you may defy all the old cat* 
in Europe to find fault •, but why tbtr 
devil you attend to their gofiip, I can« 
not guefs V «nd why,, having lived fch 
long in the world, you have not yet 
aequined courage fcariefely to plcafe- your» 
fclf." 

*' Pardon me, my Lord, I have at!-» 
quired that degree of rcfoluttonj andf 
therefore it^ is that I (hall pleafe my- 
fclf in the prefent inftance; and inftcad 
of going at this inaufpleious feafon a 
k>nger journey, ihail return with my family 
to Denham*** 

" Since that is the cafe, Sir Edward,** 
faid Lord Dancsforte, gravely, " It be- 
comes neceffary for me to enquire what 
are your objeftions to accepting an invi- 
tation to my houfe/* 

^ Simply, my Lord, becaufe I diflikc 

the 
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the diffipation in which Lady Ntwen* 
den has been of late too much engaged; 
and above all I diflike deep play, and 
will fuffcr It no longer,*'.. 

** Do you mean, Sir/' faid his Lord- 
(hip, looking more and more difplcafcdi 
** to fay that / have engaged your wife 
in deeper play than has been her former 
cuttom i"* 

** My opinion on that matter/* re- 
plied ' Sir Edward, ** I fhall not give 
when it is thus alked; nor do I con- 
ceive that your Lordfhip hasi any right 
to interfere in my domeftic arrangements. 
I do not like my wife (hould go to 
Danesforte, and therefore your Lordlhip 
muft excufc her.*' 

*' You cannot however, Sh", prevent 
my thinking this conduft very extraor- 
dinary.'* 

*' I embarrafs myfelf very little with 
your Lordfliip*s thoughts." 

*^ By heaven, Sir Edward Newcnden, 
thid> is beiiaviour T do not underftancj.'' 

" Any 
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*' Any explanation that you wi(b, fhall 
be at your fervice, my Lord/* 

Maltravers, who had been in an ad- 
joining room liftening, not without ap- 
prehcnfion, to the progrefs of the dia- 
logue, now entered; and dreading leaft 
the diflfention (hould become too violent 
for accommodation, he could not con* 
ceal that he had heard what had pafTed. 

"My dear Sir Edward, Lord Danes- 
forte/' faid he, addreffing hlmfclf to both, 
" here feeros to have been fome mifun- 
derftanding. Let me beg that it may go 
no farther. Let me entreat of you. Sir 
Edward, to think better of me and Mrs. 
Makravers than to fuppofe we would 
fuffcr Maria to perfid in a plan really 
improper -, but indeed you miftake . the 
thing. My Lord^ excufe Sir Edward's 
warmth; the little difficulty will be cleared 
ap. Allow me— ^'' 

" My dear Mr. Mahravers," faid Lord 
Danesforte, " I cannot but feci infinitely 
obliged to you j to Mrs. Maltravers 

too 
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too I am deeply a debtor. Thus flatr 
tered by your good opinion, it is, I 
owR» doubly mortifying to me to find 
that Sir Edward Newenden, whofe friends 
Ihip I fo highly prized, fhould have 
conceived an opinion that the fcheme of 
domeftic felicity he prefers has been by my 
means didurbed. Damn it, I could not 
have fuppofed Sir Edward capable of fuch 
an idea/' 

" Nor did I, my Lord, name fuch ao 
idea. Your Lordfhip is^ pkafed to enr 
jquire why I objeft to Lady Newenden's 
going to Danesforte. Without difcovcrr 
ing that it is an: enquiry you have any 
right to make, I anfwer that I chufc 
to put an end to the deep play and 
perpetual difTipation in which, niy wife 
has of late been unufually involved. Why 
you, niy Lord, (hould* find yourfelf of- 
fended, by fuch a. refolution, I cannot 
imagine j: but be that as it may, it is irrcr 
vocable." Sir. Edward, then left the 
rooms and Lord Danesforte, with. ^. 

great 
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great oathi proteftcd it was the damnedefti 
rudenefs he had ever experienced. •* What 
the devil does he mean by it, Mr. 
MaltnaVcrs?" Pray has he had many of 
tfeefe amtifing humours ?'/ 

^* ReatHy ho, nfiy L^rdj for I donV 
Remember that hfe ever t:ontradi6bfd Ladjr 
Niswendcn before •, and now I am per^- 
fuaded he will think otherwife of the 
matter. Lady Newendeni I muft • fay*, 
Was wrong:: ihe faid in her warmth' 
fome things of my niecej Echelifldfe 
Chefterville, which has piqued Sir Ext- 

Wafd, and— ^**" 

*«*I don*t wonder at his being piqued,'^ 
faid hrs Lordfcip, with a fmile of great 
hieaning. 

<' Not wonder at it?*' aikcd Maltravcfs, 
«As how?*' 

" Why, .my dear friend, you kfto*^ 
that nothing hurts, nothing wounds fo 
deeply as an incontrovertible truth.** 

" Truth!/ Why do you fuppofc it iS* 
truth ?'*^ 

t* Aye 



"Aye to be ftrrc I do^ and I rcaily 
thought that it moft' have pafled for 
ftrch ^ to • every body^ who were^ not wi!-' 
folly blind. My gobd friend, you have 
Boc feen- fs much of this world to won- 
dernowat any cirtumftances- of thiss 
kind/^ 

He then^ related feme pallages -between \ 
Sir Edward and Ethelinde, with fuch obfcr-^ 
nations upon them^ that Msrltravers^ who ^ 
had imputed the charge merely to the 
paffion and fplecn of his daughter^ began 
to fee Sir Edward's partiality to his niece ^ 
rn a different and very Unfavourable- 
light, and to believe what his Lordlhip 
hboured to imprefs, that the objeftions 
Sir Edward had to Lady Newenden*s going 
to Danesforte originated ndt in his tJiflike 
to her connexions, but in his Own re- 
luftance to go where Ethelinde Was not;, 
and in his appreheftfion^ that her Lady- 
(hip's demand for money would prevent 
his fupplying Ethelinde ^tid het father t<J 
the extent he wilhed- • 

It 
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It was now that Maltraver^, glad of 
any excufe which vindicated his daughter^ 
thought it was his turn to be angry; but; 
ftill the fcandal' fuch a rupture niufl oc- 
cafionvand the ruin it would probably^ 
bring to all his ambitious fchdnes for hi& 
daughter's family, made him detormine 
to fmother this .refcntment, and palliate 
rather than inflame. 

Lady Newenden ftill proudly perfifted 
in being left miftrefs: of her own a£lions ; 
and talked with fo much acrimony of 
Ethelinde, that Sir Edward, finding her. 
father, much inclined to join in her re- 
fentment and aggravate hep fuipicions/ 
and her mother, violent as weak, main^ 
taining her Ladyfhip's right to pleafe 
herielf, was at length compelled or rather 
harraffed into a compromife; and aftct 
two days of debate and contention, it was- 
fettled that he would himfelf accompany 
his wife, her father and mother, to Danes-* 
forte for one week only ; and in return for 
tbis.ef&rt oiF complaifance her Ladyihif^ 

was 
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was to confenc to go immediately after- 
wards to Denham, and remain there till 
after Chridmas. Sir Edward, in purfu- 
ance of this arrangement, fent his chil- 
dren to his own houfe, and reluftantly 
prepared himfclf for a journey which no- 
thing but his apprehenfions of the evil 
reports that might be raifed againft their 
mother, joined to his fears for the fair 
fame of Ethelinde, could have induced 
him to have undertaken. He now re- 
gretted that he had taken a refolution 
which it was impoflible to keep*, but as 
prudence governed him, and not an ob- 
flinate adherence to his own opinions 
merely bccaufc he had once formed ibcm, 
he was convinced, after long deliberation, 
that his childrens honor and his own de- 
nianded this facrifice.! They might be irre- 
parably blemiflitd by his refentment if it 
was carried farther; they might be faved by 
his giving the fan£tion of his prefence to 
this ^ontefted expedition; and the world> 
who knew his principles^ and that no 

man 



man, v^th a nicer fefifc <Jf honor, had rrtore 
l«(bhition to dtft nd it, would never Tup- 
pofe tliat he would accompany his- wife to 
the houle of a man to whom (he was 
improperly attached^ and while he thus 
hoped to ftilfie all reports that might have 
fcirculattd againft hcr^ and gradually to 
diflblve the intimacy, which, though he 
believed it mnoceht, was very oflfbnfive f(>> 
him, he thought td obtain of Lady New- 
enden an aft of oblirbn in regard toEthe- 
Knde, and that. he fliouW ftill be permitted* 
to fervc an<i befriend her without 'being 
liable to the evil interpretations which that 
friendfliip had hitherto met with from his . 
wife, her father, and her mother. Thus,, 
without being at all fatisfied with th^: 
difpofition he had been, compelled to 
mike^ he determmed to appear fo;fof 
Ime week to coaceal .the uneafincft which 
tady Newenden's conduft; though more' 
circomfpcd tbart before, ftill gave himj 
«Dd to cAdure, sas^- ^ell as: he^ could, the- 
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more corrofive reflc6lion that Ethelinde wa» 
unhappy^ and that another had the power^ 
which he was dcnicd> effoccourmg ami 
confoling her. 
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HILE thefc fcenes were pafflng at 
Briftol Hot Wells, Ethelindc and her 
father, attended by Montgomery, reached 
London. The attachment which had beet^ 
forming ever fince the firft moment of 
their acquaintance between thcfe young 
people, encrcafed every moment that 
they were together. In the mind of Mont- 
gomery, the beauty of £ihelinde w«s> howw 
ever intcrefting and captivating, forgotten 
in contemplating the fweetnefs of her dif- 
pofidon, and the tendernefs of her heart. 
Her attention to her father, her anxiety for 
her brother, the fortitude which Ihe af. 
fumed in the hope of alleviating the 
wretchedrefs of the one, and thefacrificcs 
fhe prepared to make to relieve the pecu- 
niary diflrefles of the oih:r, were fuch 
proofs of genuine gcodnefs and greatnei 

of 
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of foul, that Mbntgomery, who was all Ipi- 
rit and gcnerofity, muft have loved fuch 
qualities wherever he had met them ; but 
when he difcovcred them in a young and 
lovely woman, and knew that in an heart 
fo noble and yet fo left he had himfclf the 
tendered intcreft, his love amounted to 
adoration : a paflion fo violent a£ting on an 

• • • 

ardent temper, and encouraged by the 
Sympathy raifed in the bofom of her who 
was its objeft, could neither be concealed 
or reftrained. Montgomery (poke openly 
of it to Colonel Chefterville -, who, de- 
prefled as he was by the calamitous fitua- 
tion of his fon, and opprefTcd with pecu- 
niary embarraffments of his own, could 
hardly witH prudence liften to a paflion 
which promifed only a continuation of 
diftrefs to bis daughter. Hi could not 
but fee that it was mutual, and therefore 
knew that to reprefs it rtiufl: be fatal ; he 
could not but feel that to encourage it was 
wild and romantic, and that every way un- 
happincfs muft attend itj yet fo partial did 

he 
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fie find himfelf towards Mantg/^mzryji ^ 
ynntiing was the open candour of his mar. 
ner, fo attradive the warm generofiry^ tbu 
mdnly fpirit» and genuine integrity of his 
temper, that Chefteryille found ii impoC- 
fible tQ deny him his efteem and aScdtios i 
and while he. dared not eiK:ourage the 
i!»levated and fanguine hopes which he yet 
forn^d of making bis fortune, he lamented 
that one fatal and apparently infurmovnt* 
able objef); would make it impoffible for 
him to give his daughter to the man, who, 
had he poRcBjsd only a competence for 
herfupport, he would have preferred to the 
mofl: fplcndid fortune, and the moft eJe« 
vated connexions. 

The heart of Ethelinde had long been 
irrecoverably Montgomery's-, but too well 
perfuaded that it was impoffible Ihe ever 
could be his wife, fhe endeavoured, not to 
conquer her aScdion for him, for that was 
not in her power, but to fubdue her mind 
to her fituation; to dedicate her life to the 
Ccrvice of her father and her brother, and 

her 
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bej: he<rt to Af ontgom^y ;r never to marry^ 
:iince4c9th would be preferable to an union 
yiith ^^y oiber man ^ but to c^onteot htr^ 
felf ,w4(h iQviog. him and feeing iMi happy; 
which ffap was weU.porfuaded he mighe be» 
if be could) by. adopting the fiime plan, 
fiddrefs fome weqi^n of great fortune, and 
py ih$t mean^ procure an eftabliftiment 
equal to his birth^ without feeking it in ano* 
ther coj^(>cry • She fancied tha; paffionately 
^s ilie loved him, it would hurt h^ lefs to 
fee him the hufband of another, than not 
to fee him at all ; and fhe was afiured that 
the greatcft heirefe would be unable to re- 
(ufe hm^ when, with fuch a pcf (on and 
fuch a heart, the fpkndour of his birth, 
;ind the brilliancy of his talents were con* 
(idered. In this temper of mind Ethelinde 
reached X^ndon. As Colonel Cheftcrville 
bad no lodgings there, they drove to an 
hotel; where, a5 it waclate in the evening 
and the weather bad, he would have left 
Ethelinde, while be and Montgomery went 
to the place where the latter had left young 

Cheftcrville 
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CbeftcrvHle in confinement; but the w 
fo anxious to fee and to confble her bn 
tber, that flie befoughc her father with tcai 
to take her with him. He relu^lan tly con 
fented; and after a flight refrefliment, 
which was however hardly tafted, they got 
into an hackney coach, and proceeded to 
the place whither Montgomery dire<5led 
them. 

The unhappy father Vas filcnt the wholef 
time, trying to prepare his mind for a 
meeting. v(it,h a tm whom he at once con- 
demned and pitied, and whom he felt dif^ 
ppfcd to reproach with anger and to em- 
brace with tears ; but he could acquire no 
fortitude; and his heart funk within him 
when he rcflefted that he was now going to 
vifit, in imprifonmcnt and in difgrace, him 
who had been the darling of hk mother's 
heart, who had been bleflfcd by nature with 
every perfeftion of perfon and undcrftand- 
ing, and adorned with every advantage o( 
education which expence could procure; 
but who, wanting only ftcadinefs and prin* 

ciplc, 
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^t\p\e, was the tntfery 4ii(Voad'0f the MdRmg 
' of his father^ the difgf ace inlkad of the 
^ pride «nd the proteftor of his fifter. 

Thefe tormenting thoughts dcpriYed 
hini of all relblutipn. Ethelinde^ who(c 
iiand (Wfts grafped in his as he ht by her» 
felt it's convuKiveprefTure, ^nd heard his 
deep and heavy fighs; but knowing too 
well that (he had no cx>nfolation to offer^ 
flie remained filent^ yetreprefling her tears, 
•whieh if they once began to flow -would 
(he knew ferve only to encreafe his dil^ 
treft, and rob her of the ftrength that was 
neceflfary to fupport them both through 
the fcene they were entering upon, 

Montgomery, fuflfering both for them 
and the poor young man who had oeca- 
iioned their unhappinefs, was equally (ilent 
and dejeftcd *till they got within a few 
yards of the door ; and then he faid to 
Colonel ChcftcrviUe— ** My dear Colonel, 
we are now near the melancholy confine- 
ment of your fon 5 let me entreat you to 
meet him without any appearance of anger 
Vol, III. C and 
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and refentmenc ; they may drive him 
defpair^ but can remedy nothing. Thi 
only how you may (hortcn or end i 
diftrefs, and I will, venture to fay yo 
generous forgivcnefs for the pa ft w 
have more influence on his future co 
du£t than the (harped reproaches." 

" I will do all I can," laid Colon 
Chefterville, with a deep figh. The coac 
by that time ftopped. Ethelinde trembler 
and inclined towards her father, in terrc 
of the difmal looking manfion, lighted b 
a diftant lamp. Montgomery, who pej 
ceivcd every fenfation of her heart, be 
fought her to be compofed ; and faying h 
would go up firft to apprize young Chef 
terville of their vifit, he opened the coaci 
door and leaped out. 

On rapping at the door of the honfe, a 
fierce and hideous figure appeared, demand- 
ing his bufinefs. He anfwered that he mufl 
fpcak with Captain Chefterville. *^ I don't 
believe," anfwered the man in a furly.tone, 
*• that there is any fuch Captain^here; but 

. you 
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you may go in and fpeak to my maftcr.*' 
Montgomery then difappeared. The bai- 
liflPs follower ftill ftood at the door ; and 
in trembling and breathlefs fufpenfe the 
unhappy father and daughter remaiiled three 
ttf four minutes. 

Montgomery then returned to them ; but 
inftead of aflifiing them into the houfe, he 
put his hand on the coach door, heficated 
a moment, and then faid, in a faultering 

Toia— ** Be not alarmed-^but *' 

*^ But what ?" exclaimed Colonel Chef- 
terville in an agony. 

**. My poor friend is removxrd from 
hence.** 

•« Whither?'* 

*' To the King's Bench prifon." 
" And why ? Good God ! did you not fay 
that you wene fecure of his remaining here 
till my arrival ?** 

*' I hoped 1 was ; but other circum ft ances 
have intervened that 1 did not forefee or 
apprehend. The hsutard bccanae too great 
for thefc people to run." 

C 2 '* Larger 



" Larger debts then c«me in?" 
«* Aljte 1 yes ; *ad they cwiied bim fro; 
hence -ycfterday €Teoing." 

Momentarily ftunoed by this. Jrfoi 
Cheftetville nw recovered Isinftlf «qoug 
to fay—'* Well, my dear Sir, vfkatds t 

be done?" 

«* We muft immediately gotJiither, 

(aid Montgomery. " if !we. would f« hir 

to night i for I Miiderftand bythepcopl 

here that after*- certain time we^ eannc 

be admitted within the prifon walls.". 

« Prifon walls !" cried Ethelinde, hardl: 
knowing what Ihe faid. «■ Oh God ! m; 
brother ! my dear, dear Harry !" 

« We will go however," faid her fa- 

ther, with fome degree of calranefs. " Wt 

•will go. Get into the coach, Moargo- 

froery. Oh Ethelinde ! what fcenes art 

thefeforyou!" 

Ethelinde could not ic>eak ; Montgomery 

;fteppcd into the coach, and dicydireaed 

the man who drove it ta proceed as faft as 

poffiblc to the prifon. 

*^ On 
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Oh rficir wity tfiey were all Slept. The 
{icvkies ofi Cabne^. Cheftorville were ab- 
ibrbed in thr^grdafncfs of a caiamity that 
now^^' feemcd^ without remedy ; his fpirit9> 
which under any ocher preffure than that 
occaitoned by the mis;£ortiines> of his chil«^ 
dreir would have beei) tolerably fiipportedy. 
now funk at once ; and the man who had 
lb often ieen; with an equal eye and an 
undaunted! hearty death in all its moil ter<« 
riWe fotmsi who had bled- in Germany 
^miA fatigue^ alarm and famine ; who bad 
trahrerled tbe defolate wildi^ of America, 
andV6etteId with firmriieft^ the favage^ fcene» 
q{ daughter from whidh humanity recoih ^ 
ibrunk: irt derpondence and difmay from 
the fpeftaolo of the confinement and de-- 
gradation^ of him from whom he had hoped 
ibrtho reward o£ his , parisatial tendl^mefs^ 
and: the confoladon of his declining age 
. £thelinde» tremblingv and fi^ at heart 
as fl^ wiasy attended^ lefs to her owA' fenfa«* 
Mnsi thaiDtho agonies of her father,. When, 
til^ couhcftoppedi at thtti dpop,. fbt' beard 
, C^ bira« 



30 STHBLrNDE^ OR 

hm gaCp for bfcath; (he felt his. hand 
tremble as he held hers; hie tried to /pealc 
to Montgomery but . could not. Montgo- 
mery however underftood him, and went 
into a place called the lobby of the prifbn^ 
vlxere two or three turnkeys ftand to adoiie 
the perfons who enter. The firft nian he 
fpoke to^ told him that in lefs than half an 
hour the doors would be (hut. Montgo- 
mery haftcned back to the coach with this 
iatelligence, a:nd propofed that he only: 
fiiould fee young Chefterville that night,, 
and inforni him of the intention of hi& 
father and fitter for the morrow. " No/* 
cried the Colonel, in a faultering voice > 
" no 5 I will fee him if it be but for a 
moment." He then made an attempt to 
open the coach door, but could not. Mont- 
gomery a(Bfting him, he at length left the 
coach; and Montgomery lifted Ethelinde 
put in his. arms^ and as he yet held her there, 
he faid in a low whifper— " For God's 
foke recoiled and fupport your own forti- 
tude,' io mercy to your father, to poor 



THE RECLUSE OF THE XAKE. 3I 

Harrry, and, If I may fay fo^ to your 
Montgomery J" 

" I will cndeavoiK to. have courage/* 
replied tlie trembling Ethdindcj. ** but 
this is very terribde." 

They by this time had afcended the 
Heps, and were in the firft entrance. The- 
fierce and ften> faces of the keepers wba 
filled ic, the noife of riot and wrangling 
from other figures, who were by the gloomy 
light difcovered among them^ all gave a« 
new fhock to the unhappy, party. Etbe*/ 
linde,. who leaned on her father, fouad < 
him- hardly able to fupport her or even* 
himfelf ; and as the men who furronnded 
her looked with inquifitive and attentive 
eyes into her faqe, Ihe was terrified, and 
eagerly caught the arm of Montgomery,, 
who was a little before her. He put his 
arm round her. — '* Be no;t frightened,** 
faid he, as he aQ|fted her down the ftcps. 
which lead into the area of the. prifon^ 
^*^ you areia&.? . . 

Xhey now proceeded acrofs the Ipacc in^ 

C 4 which* 
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which the dwellings of tht ifnprifbned 2 
built. The night was cold and wet 5 t 
rain, or rather an heavy fog, fell mud 
apd gloQraiy' on a few wretched lookir 
pcrfons who were carrying their fcan 
fuppefs from the places where they ha 
been making their melancholy market 
yet in the pUce where liquor is fold, th 
voice of merriment and even of riot wa 
heard^ that aggravated rather than re 
lievedv the difmal appearance of the wid( 
ceurr*;. which,, a« it was extremely dirtyi 
Bthelinde did not traverfe- without being 
wet' quite through Her feet';, her hat toe 
was wet, her hair hung negligently over 
her face; her complexion' was wan,, and 
her eyes fwolcn with tears. Yet ftill was 
ibe lovely and interefting-, and in all thefe 
appearances of grief and languor, Mont- 
gomery not only faw the power of expref- 
ffve and delicate beauty, which, ornament 
can do* little in heightening^,^ but beheld 
new jnftances of what he*, mere' fbndif 

adocedy 



^bred^Heci feiifibifitijs and tehdemeil^ of 
heart. 

The Colofiei^ vrho' could not fted teafs^ 
who cot)ld:not complain, but whofe ibui 

tras 'faddeniodi as . bj;; the flroke of deaths . 
afdendcfd tftedarlcftoneftairs fipfti Mpnt- 
gomery fvpporting EtheUndc^ vfho was^ 
eompetldd to ftopr fevcral timca^ as^ fihey 
went up.. At length, after moumi»g. two 
#%htsi of ftairsy they arrived' at ^e.* place 
i/vhichen Montgomery^ had been 6'iveiSitd ^ 
and hxurii^ foood the numbctF oi^ the- door 
af the room \rfiich they were- told young 
Cheilerville inhabited^ he capped at it. 

It was ojpened, without'aqy qiaeftion^ hf 
young, Ghefterville' ' himlelf;. and: the firft 
figure he beheld there was his father^ 

Unable to fpeak- to him, he flew back. 
•*' Oh, Harry !" cried the unhappy mail 
flA he leaned ag^tnft the fide of the door* 
He could articulateno more; and Ethelinde, 
rufhirtg by him, threw her arms round her 
brother,, and Tell into a. violent palfion of 
tears. 

Mon^gomery^ who alone prcferved any 

C 5 prcfcnce 
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prefence of mind, and who beheld v 
deep concern the ftill and fpecchlcfs j 
row which fat on the countenance of 
agonized father, took his arm and led h 
in — *^ Come, deareft Sir/^ cried he, ** 
compofed 5 be calm. You fee Chcftcrvi 
is well i you are fure of icon feeing him 
an happier fituation.. Sit down>. and tra 
quilli^e your fpirit," 

^^ I will," faid the Colbnel, fighing j 
if from the bottom of his heart, " I will ! 
Montgorricry, having feated him, went t 
Ethelindc, who ftill hung weeping on he 
brother.—" 1 befeech you," faid he, as h 
tpok her hand^ *' 1 implore you not to giv< 
way to this immoderate grie.t My deai 
Harry^ {peak to your father." 
• Montgonr«ry then difcngaged Ethelindc 
from him, and far down by her oa a little 
tent bed which was.io the room.. ColoneJ 
Cheftervllle fpoke not : he looked on hi$ (on 
** more in foirow than in. anger." Young 
ChcfterviUe, whofe high fptrit^ had been 
Ihotkcd and abafhed by the fuddcn ap-. 

ptarance 
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arance. of his father^ and the violent agi?* 
zsition of his. filler,, now feemed to recover 
fpnne degree of refolution.. He advanced 
a., fkep or two towards his father i but his 
eyes, were fixed on the ground^, and he faid. 
nothing v. while a crimfon glow, arilin^ 
from the mixed, fenfations of (hame, gride, ^ 
and remorfe^ was on his cheeks. His 
dark auburn hair was undreffed, unpow- 
dcrcd, and hung loofely over his face^ 
and he wore a long military great coat 
over a white waiftcoat ; his whole appear- 
ance indicating that kind of neglect which 
ijL the eflfea of hopckfs defpondence. A 
moment he flood hcfitating whether to, 
deprecate the anger he merited by. implor- 
ing pardon, or evade it by cfcaping.fram, 
the room.. His pride prevented his doing 
' the one, his rcmainiog tenderncfs for his 
father the other-,, yet he dared not meet 
his eyes, and he knew, not how to fpeak. 
While he yet underwent this ftruggle of 
contending paffions, ChefterviUe, whofe. 
eyes were mourniuUy. fixed on his. figure. 
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wa& (truck with the refemblancc He at tfiar 
moment bore to his mother. At her idea> 
at the idek of her fon in prifbn and in po- 
verty, afl6od of grief arid' tehderhefs' over- 
whelmed' him j and forgetting for a mo* 
ment thatf his fon had been the author of 
his owh miisfortunes, he caught bi^ hand 
With* an eagcrnefs like phrenzy; and carry- 
ing it to his eyes, he burft' into tear^.— 
«* Oh! my boy! my poor boyt** cried 
hic, dctfply fobbing-, «• my loft, unhappy^ 
Harry !'' 

' Young Cheftervitle; proud and violenr' 
as he* was, ccmld not bear this"; he^ threw* 
himfclf oh his knees before his father, 
and in an hurried arid inarticulate Voice 
faid — ^* I do riot afk you. Sir, to forgive" 
me, becaufe— becaufe— I know* you can- 
not — you ought not V* 

•* He will forgive you,** exclaimed 
Ethelinde-, who diicngaging herfclf from 
Montgomery was in an inftant kneeling 
by him-, " your father will forgive youy 
my dear brother j and your Ethelinde wlH 

join 
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tb f^dre hittifclf/' 

Nei^ei* the fathct n<)r the fuppiHiits 
nt^l4nev^ any longer wha^ t&<ty faid. Agi«^ 
rated beyond . all pivwer df recollefHwi, 
Colonel Cheftervill^ could only give yif^ 
fb the deep groans Which feeined^ to^fWlS 
Mis heart even to bunding; afnd his fon*^ 
throwing Ms ar iti^ r<Kind hii^ filter *a6: Ibe 
Itiltknek by hiAi^ ^ried^^^^ No, LdefeiQ(re 
not your affcftioh, deai^ft and' moft ge^ 
flerduS'girl ! I defttve to be defevted-^ic^bc 
detefted. AgoniM me not* thu« by the 
fighr of forfo^ which I am ncte worthy tc^ 
excite^ but attend to your own healthy and 
Ibt the daughter be 2^bleflit)g, a^comfbrt t(^ 
kinn, who has rea(br» to curfe the hour tfcad 
gave hfm a fon !*' 

^* I do not curfeyou,'*^fd4d the Golonel i 
faulteriDgly and feebly he fpofce. •*■ No, 
Hai*ry, you have broken my heapt, but I 
blcfs you ftill ! Still dear to that heart Hi 
the fort of the woman I adored."' 

** Curfc me rather! A thou&nd timei 

better 
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better could I bear ta hear you execrate: 
my name than to fee you. thus^"* crledt 
young Chcftervilk, flarting up- in the 
wildcft phrenzy. ** Fool ! villain ! monr^ 
fter ! parricide that I am f I will not live to* 
bear this ! Leave me l'^ fhricked.he in the* 
moft furious tone^ ftampipg and striking hist 
forehead with his hand;: <' leave me this» 
inftant/'for I any mad! Lam tormented!: 
more torn^nted than the damned'! and h 
cannot anfwer formyfelf |" 

Montgomery had, during the former part 
ef the feene,. in fympathizing folicitudo 
hung over Ethelinde as Ihe knelt on the 
ground. She ftill- remained there, leanings 
her head on her father's knee, while the 
paroxifm of paflion which had feized her 
brother redoubled her '■ fobs, and conr 
verted the ' foftening gri^f of her father 
into horror* Montgomery, trembling fof 
itscfFe(5V, feized young Chefterville*s- arms 
a.s he feemed attempting/ to dafh bimfelf 
to pieces, and fa} ing, without meanmg 
at tbat monicnc, a dramatic quotation,, 
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^ are you a man i** he forced hira tafor^ 
bear thefe fianttc actions and to hear him ;i 
diough he yet ftrugglod to di&ngage. him-^ 
fclf, and faid, in a. coavuUed voice ■ 
^* Leave me, Montgomery ! Unhand mcj, 
Sir! D ■ ■ a! ami to be fettered like 
a boy ? Go, Sir ! 1 difclaim your officious 
firiendSiipj and will be mafter of my hfe !"* 
" Be rathei' mafter of your reafon, Chef-^ 
terville. Is it manly thus, to alarm yous 
fijjter, thus to* aggravate the coucem^ of 
your father ? Surely it is as inhuman as it 
k abfuidiu Yau kaow.,^ yau muft fee, that 
he qanie not ta reproach nor tOrdiftref^ 
you, but to labour for your, releafe. It is 
fo late that he can ftay but a moment,. 
RecpUeflt. yourfelf;. and add not thus to. 
concern which 3'ou fee annihilates his fa-^ 
culties, and will (bake his frame perhaps to 
its deftrudlion, if you are not more ra? 

tional-" 

" Will it ?'* cried young Cheftervillet 
flaring wildly at his. friendly monitor;— 
^ Do you thii>k it will ? Then it were 

better 



fe9t0ecforniett& g^ td ileepand notkoo^l^ 
a^ Why fhould J liiTe?^* Am L ncct a; cmiH 
t0*him ?— am> L not a-fbtd who againft con^* 
vi^lron have* trefpaficd^tilli Lam: funk intOB: 
a» dbyfs' myfelf^ .b!u€ whitheit k woiild b^ 
in£toioiis^ 0q^ drag tily faffihtr ' and- Ethelinde 2' 
Nfe r no !»** cPotttiouei He; (haking hisheadi 
wid> a ^ild aiid'GOriVulftvc motk)n, ** I car^ 
besw afty Ainfg myfdf— BiM^ tHey— they 
ilWaftfdrgetn^!^ 
**' They cannot ft>rg^tf-^tftfey< catoe ts* 

•» Thfcf eii«*»/ hd^— they muft forgett 
mc F" qtiJcMy anfwered CheffierviHe, ftar*- 
kig away froiu' Mbhtgomcry and ftepping: 
W his ftitltei*: thew fuddenty aflTuming a 
gi'aTer and^ more compofed tone— **^ Sir/*' 
faid he, ** F thank you for coming to me :* 
Bnt k hurls you*— it htiits my poor Ethy 
here**— (lie toofc her hand)—" and it 
can be of no ufe— for nobody can do mc 
atny good. Leave me. Sir, vo my deftiiiy, 
and think only of your daughter. It is 
fiit^. Yoto-feem not welt I- have behaved 

with' 
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mdi fuch: premeditated! foUy that I defence ^ 
td be abaiidoned.> You knbw not the ex^^ 
tenr of my headlong, infatuation. It: is too 
Idte to recede : I muft go on and finiflii 
here (for I can never be releafed) a life 
which I am forry you ever gave me !" 

" Almighty God !" cried. Colonel Chef-^ 
terville, whom this fpecch diftreffed more^ 
than his moft extravagant^ tranfports— ' 
*^ ■vfhai do you mean ? '* Then rifing'and> 
embracing his fon- as he ftbod before him^ 
her cried — *^ Harry ! I forgive you— for- 
give you ev^jry thing 1 All I> have, all B 
can command, is yours ! Sir Edward New- 
enden will affift me. We will labour, we 
will accomplifh yourreleafe : and with my? 
foothing Ethelinde, with my ^ repentant, 
my ever dear Harry, I will Contentcdl/ 
leave England, ^and go where, if we can- 
not enjoy the luxuries of the world, wc^ 
fliall at lead efcape the contagion of that? 
d^mple^ which only, and not bis- own 
difpofition^ has mifled my foh/' 

55. You arc very good» Sir~^ery goed/^ 

add 
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feid young Chcfterville, quitting his father's - 
arms and walking with an hurried ftep tot 
the other end of his fniall apartment ; ' " bu t . 
I neither defcrve it nor can it avail me; I 
Qwc more, much more than you poflefs. 
I do ihdeed. My honour itfelf is forfeited; 
for 1 have contracted debts of honour 
which I can ntver pay. 1 never can ap- 
pear again. I am d^fgraced ; I am vat- . 
done. There is but one ftep left for me* 
to take. Reconcile yourfelf to it, and for- 
get diat you ever had a! fon, Oblwion-r-. 
long, long, Qtertol oblivion is beft*— it is 
b^aforusalM" 

He fat, as he faid this, on the bed, and 
tried to fpeak calmly ; but his words feeraed 
often ftopped in his tbroati. Ethelinde,. 
who leaned" on ^le chair from whence her. 
fether had,iuftny. had;. whHe he^ fpokje,. 
been raif^d by Montgomery; and quite 
whaufted by grief and terror, the was un- 
able to, fupport herfelf; but reclining on, 
his bofomi was fuftained by his arnSs,, 
irhicj;^ were dirown round heo The trigkt- 
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ful idea of fuicide, which all that her bi'o- 
ther faid ferved to imprefs, froze her blood' 
with terror. But (lie could only figh ; (he^ 
could ftot fpeak. The fatigue - of a long 
journey operated with the anguiQi bf her 
foul to render her liftfefs-and almoft fenfe- 
lefs : y^t the calm, the manly fpirit of* 
Montgomery, his ardent love, his dilin- 
tercfted friendlhip, v/ere prefent to her.' 
They (hed one ray of hope on the gloomy 
horror of all around her, and faved her 
from finking into defpair ecjual to that of 
her brother, 

CcJonel Clicftcrville, who grew everf* 
moment more wretched^ now made an- 
effort to reafoh with his fon. "Let me^ 
know, my dear Harry," cried k^y ** the; 
extent, then, of your indifcretion*. I have, 
on the fiiendftiip.of Sir Edward Newenden, 
thcftrongeft reliance. I have other friends,, 
who will, . perhaps, affift me.. Matters may 
be mitigated with, youf creditors. Meani» 
may be foundtofpftenfome-of them^t<v 
pay ot^iers^*^' 

f Impofi. 



•* Impoflabte:! Ith^flibte! I.have no- 
thing to hope!' 1> hav6 a» weight hera/^ 
(^refEffg' boih^ his hands on bis heart,) 
which noihingr^no^ notiiing can remove I 
Hark I there is the^ bell wiiielv. fummonfes 
Grangers to depart. » Go), my-dear- Sir> go, 
or% the gates will be (hut- To-moirow 
Montgomery will^ come to me, and \re 
wilh taUc farther of. thcie things^ and h& 
willtletyou^fcftow. Come Ethelindei" con- 
t4naed he, . approaching. his> After and taking! 
^oth hef hands^ which he eagejrly grafped;/ 
** rife and leave me. Montgomery; aadr 
mf fatliePi aire f goings I- Wi\k' not have ypu 
oome here again. This is- no place foTr 
my fitter. So God' blrfs you> dear Ethy; 
good night' to yOn* Montgomery, you 
will be( fo good as tO' gor to nightf widi? my^ 
father and fifter-^ and come to me, Mbnt- 
gomery:}" come ag^ain to-morrow !." 

There was a brcathlefs. impatience in- his; 
voice, a wild' anxiety in his ey csj while he 
thus fpokie,, that redoubled the terrors and 
apprchenfions of his auditors. They were 
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ally howevefj '^fi^nt, till ^ rap, at the door 
iDbliged Montgomery i!0 rife and open it. 
'A fqualidand u^appy 'looking man ^n« 
.trred, aod^id to^young Cheaerviilc— •" ^n 
pleafe you Captain, thelkft'b^ll-has gone^ 
dind your honour's friends >wi)l belhutin/' 
- •* There, thcfc/* cried he, «as if folici- 
icous to avail himfdf of * this inrelHgence, 
^' I told you fo. My dear ^r,** addreffing 
hbnfelf to hiis father, =*' you will be- much 
anconveoiencedy indeed. you will, if you do 
m>t iflftamly rife ^ftd go. Come, com^, 
be quick, pray do. Run, Gilham,'' faid 
rhe to the nvan who yet remained at the 
door, '* run down to the turnkey and beg 
,two miflutesy or it will be even aow too 
.late," 

^' If I never go from hence at all," faid 
'Colonel Chefterville fternly and refdutely, 
** I will not quit you while you arc in fuch 
a temper of mind." 

** Nor will I," faid Ethelinde, in a faint 
,yet determined voice. 

" Yx>u muft, you muft," replied her 

brother, 
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brother^ fpeaking with yet more hurr3rJ 
^ There are no beds here for you ; I have 
hardly one even fit for my father to repofe 
upon. You muft neither of you, you ihall 
neither of you ftay." 

" I vill ftay with, him, my dear Sir,** 
.iaid Montgomery^ addreffing himlelf ea- 
gerly to the Colonel, *' and do pray haften 
Jience with your daughter/* 

" Tou ftay with me? for what? Indeed I 
have no room for you, nor any defiie for a 
companion. I am beft alone-<-*I will be 
alone!" 

*' No, Chefteryille,'* faid Montgomery, 
bearing with the moft patient calmnefs the 
fccming rudenefs of his friend j—** no, 
Chefterville, you are not fit to be alone, 
and I will fit by you all night/' 

" It is very ftrange. Sir,'* exclaimed 
Chefterville with an oath, " that you will 
think of intruding thus upon me. Curfe 
me if you (hall ftay!" 

Ethelinde, now almoft dead with terror, 
and fearing that Montgomery would not 

keep 
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keep his temper when thus provoked by 
obftinate ingratitude, preflTcd his hand, and 
faid in a whifper— ** Oh, Montgomery ! 
bear with him, forgive him, he knows not 
what he fays, he is not himfelf !*' 

" Be fatisBed that' I cannot refcnt any 
thing he fays now," anfwered the noble 
minded young man, preffing her hand to 
bis lips ; " but at all events He muft not 
bcleft/' 

. ** You will not refufe to let nfie remain 
here however," faiJ his father, looking at 
him with eyes where fear and afFeftion were 
mingled ; *^ you will not turn your father 
out of your room ?" 

^* No, Sirj'no -," replied young Chefter- 
Tille, *• I certainly cannot •, but wherefore 
ftay? to what purpofe ?" 

** Simply becaufe it is my pleafure — let 
that fatisfy you." 

" And my filler, Sir— what is to become 
of my fifter?" 

*' Your lifter will, I am perfuaded, be 
in fafe and honourable hands." Then 

turning 



turniiTg.to MMtgofneiy, befiiid*-^^ Moot* 
jgomery, I commit her tp your prote&ion; 
and lee it convince .you tbatlrknow^^thc 
noblenefs of your foul when I confide tx> 
yoO the laft hope of mine. Take care of 
jmy daughter to the hotel tweileft.} prote6fc 
her there to night ; early to^inorrow come 
JO me here, and we can then judge better 
of what is to be docie. Good night, deareil 
Ethelinde! in the care of Montgomery, 
in your awn purity, in the proteftion of 
heaven, you are fafc/* ' 

^' 1 will as religioufly watch over her,** 
laid Mont;gomery, *' as if (he were my 
orphan fifter. Cheftcrville," added he, 
applying to her brother, *^ your father 
gives me a facred dcpofit^ which I will 
to-morrow reftore to his guardianlhip, 
and I expeft that you will not, by your 
ungovernable and ufelef^ paffions, difable 
.him from undertaking it/* The man who 
had before appeared, nx>w entered haftiiy 
.to fay that the tufnkeys were adually 
barring up the doors j and Ethelinde, 

kiffing 
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titling her father's hand in breathlefs agica« 
icion^ and then that of her brother^ was hur- 
Tied down the ftiks by Montgomery. They 
arrived juft as the laft door was about to be 
irrevocably clofed, Montgomery, taking 
fomefilver from his pocket, prevailed on the 
•turnkey not only to facilitate the opening of 
the outward one, but to afTift them' with a 
light to the hackney coach that yet waited^ 
In which havitig placed the breathlefs and 
f.igteened Ethelinde, he feated himfelf by 
her, and ordered it to be driven to the 
Adelphi hotel. 

Ethelinde, during the incoherent and 
hurried dialogue which h^d pafled relative 
to their departure, had no time to oppofe 
the propofal her father made of fending 
her away with Montgomery j nor had 
opportunity been^ allowed her, would (he 
have done it ; ftnce to have exprefled any 
objeftions would have been to acknow- 
ledge that fhe miftruftcd either him or her- 
felf. In truth fhe did neither ; yet to be 
-conligned at fuch a time in the evening. 

Vol. IIL D and 
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itnd in fuch a coftvieyance, to the care of 
fo yovmg a man, and to have no place to 
Tcceive her but a pwblic hotel, ftnick het 
as a great iralpropricty ; and tb« cruel 
fituation ftie was reduced to, anxiety for 
her father, arnl fear for her -unhappy bro- 
ther, added to ali the fatigue and all the 
alarming circitmftances Ihe had encoun- 
tered within the laft fix and thirty hours^ 
quite ovci-whelmed her ; and hardly could 
file fit up in the coach, hardly in a low- 
voice anfwer the tender kut mofl: refpeft- 
ful enquiries of Montgomery j who, now 
they were alone, would not even touch 
her hand, kali: it (hould appear as if he 
took advantage of her fituation, and ol 
the confidence by which (he and her fa- 
ther had honoured him 5 but with the mof 
acute pain he remarked the exceffivc de 
jeftion of his lovely, his adored charge 
tried with anxious folicitude to foot be an< 
reaffure Jier; and having, on their arrivs 
ac the hotel, prevailed* on her to tak 
£ome lefrelhment, he was gratified o 

fecin 
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leeing her retire for the night in rather 
better fpirits than, from the occurrences 
of the evening) he 4aitd flatter hin^elf with 
cxpe&ing*- 
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HEN Ethelindc was alone in the 
Ji|>artmem prepared for her, (he found her- 
lelf too much tired to recall with ckamefs 
the tranfaAions of the day. A coofuled 
but acutely painful recoUcdion reftcd on 
her mind ; the foodiing idea of Montgo- 
mery's love and proce<iion only tranquil- 
lizing in fome degree the tu^iJt cf her 
Ipirits and the angiiiSi of her heart. Se- 
cure that no new evil could for that nlgbc 
bctull her brother, Che ccuned a tnmfienc 
bet welcocae forgetfulneb, and ar fengA. 
£^nk into repofe ; which^ though not un- 
broken bv the fex^J d:ou2:h half retraced 
ixnages of the preceding day, yet rettefhed 
aad relieved her ; and when Ihe awoke rfic 
next mornings Oie ch ought, that liipported 
by the tender niendihip of ^lontgr^mery , 
aad &rm In the conlciouliuefs of innocence 

and 
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awd rcdtitude, (he (hould have refoJutiou 
enough to endure v^ith ferenity the bittereft 
deftiny that might await her, if it affected 
nor the lives and health of Montgomery^ 
of her father, of her brother, and of Sir 
Edward Nev^^enden, for of the latter (he ever 
retained the tendered recolle<ftk)n with the-" 
tnieft gratitude. 

■ She believed that any other calamity, fher 
could^ meet, not merely with courage but 
withchearfulneft- Never having flattered* 
herfelf with any fanguine hopes of being, 
united to > the only man whom flie ever" 
Gould love, fhe fancied that the cruel, 
ehange in. her fituation would make na- 
other alteration in regard to him> than as 
k: called forth all the noblenefs ofrhis na-- 
ture, it encreafed her attachment without 
FAifing her hopes* Eveiy other eftablilh-- 
ment but that which flic might in happiec 
OTTCumftances have, ftiared with him, would 
be noti only indifferent but hateful to her; 
flie had nothing therefore to regret in th^' 
ocrtaihty, as flie believed, that (be flipuldi 

D 3 nevoE^' 
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never marry ; and to atleviace the miftry 
of imprifonment to her brother, or to fa- 
criftce every thing the adually polTdiSed, 
and every future advantage^ to rekafe hi!n 
fron;i it, feemed (b much her duty and was 
fo jtruly her inclination, that (be did not 
think the determination to do both any 
facrifice; and iDbe felt that having done? 
fb, (he could fubmit to any mode of life 
which, while it fupported her father and 
her brother, might not degrade her in the 
opinion of Montgomery. 

She met him at brdakfaft, wath mote 
compofure than (he had apparently pofr 
(efled (ince they left Briftoi ; yet (he was 
i-ather languidly rcfigned than certainly 
calm ; rather endeavouring to acquire for.* 
^itude than having obtained it. 

Montgomery felt the ardour of his s^^ 
tachment to her every moment encreafe^ 
he faw, ^ith the moft poignant regret, that 
her conftitution was unequal to the ti^mpo- 
*ary ftrength of uaind that the ardour of 
her allfed^ns lent her; and whUe he looked 

defpond- 
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tfefpoadently tovards vbiKihehatd to en- 
counter^ and iaw only jbktemds anil an>* 
g<iiih in ftore for her, be dreaded leaft its 
prefiure (houM deflxoy fo fo& a^ frame and 
(b tender an heart- 
He feared to give her hopes \Vhich he 
felt not himfelf, left difappointment (hould 
be embittered : yet he attempted to appear 
cheai-ful, and aflfeAcd to talk of prefent 
calamitiesaa dark elouds which would pro^ 
4!>ably he difpeifed,. But Eihelinde faw 
diat he thought not fo faoguinely as he 
ipoke; yet afraid of enquiring into the- 
extent of his fears^ fhe laid little, and* 
feemed foiieitous only to preferve her refo^ 
lution and firmnefs, that (he mfght neitH^ 
difiblve into te^s, or by aay other indul- 
gence of forrow givjj a new reproach tg. 
her brother,, or another papg to her fa- 
ther* 

When their Breafefaft was finifced^ Ethc- 
linde exprcfied her impifctiencc to return to 
tlie mebncboly confinement where they 
vfeti i and Monigomcry, ever attentive vo 

D 4 M 
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her comfort, as well as the propriety of licI^ 
Situation, then^aiked her, (aot without hc^ 
iitation) whether it would not be better to, 
pay tlie people at the hotel, and that evea-i. 
ing to place herfelf in a lodging ? 

Ethelinde, ignorant of his reafons, but 
concluding them jnft, defired he would aft 
as he thought right. He paid the biU 
therefore, and about %^n o'clock they dcr 
parted together in an hackney coach. 

Stijl (huddering at the profpedt of a. 
prifon, Ethelinde readily accepted the arm 
of Montgomery; and more difmayed if 
poffible than the evening before, the, with 
his affiftance, reached the room inhabited 
by hei* brother. On its being opened, (he 
leagerly approached her father, whofe figure: 
firft ftruck her— pale, languid, and feint^ 
fitting at a little deal table, on which he 
refted the arm that fupported his head.. 
Her brother, who had opened the ,door, 
looked lefs dejcfted, but more wild and 
unfettled. His eyes betrayed dbe total 
want of fleep ; his manner was abrupt and 

diC- 
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difttirb'ed ; . and ail his* features leemed in*- 
flamed wirfi ' that ftiai'p/defpair which • cor- 
rodes, and irritaDcs a. young, ardent, and' 
proud fpirit,- unufed to misfortune, and 
confcious qI" having merited the* mifcry it 

.cannot r^fol veto fufljain. ^ 
. Ethtlinde • approached her father vrith^ 
.quieknefsi. Hd held out 1ms hand to- her.. - 
** My dear child !"faid heas fliefcifled iv, . 
whil6 tears fell frOm her eyes — ^* my dear : 
Ethelinde !'' She would have* aflced him > 
how he did; but her voice failed^. and', 
afraid x)fafiefting him too much, (he fup- 
prefled . her fobs,' wiped away her . tears, , 
and fat down^ , 

' Montgomery, my friend,** faid Coloael 
.Gliefterville, *' Harry would fpeak to you." ' 
The^ two young .men went down together,^ . 
and Ethelinde. and her father remained; 
alone. . ; ' / 

: As foon as the door was fhut, he feemed - 
trying; to - aflurae courage to fpeak* He 
fighed deeply ; and theny aftec a loiig 
paufe^faid.^*' My daughter!. the extent 

• * . D- 5 o£ 
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of o\ir misfortune is greato: ilian I could 
have fuppofed ! We arc utterly ruined ! 
My child^tby father, thy brother, have 
undone thee !•— Ethelinde is a beggar ! ** 
There was a fad folemnity in his man'* 
ner which made her tremble. She would 
have faid*^^* Kevw can your daughter re* 
pine at her fate, whatever that fate may be> 
while (he is rich in your tendernefs and 
iafe in your protedion ;^' but (he coidd only 
pronounce inarticulate founds ; (he mur- 
mured rather than fpoke ; and her father, 
in a voice now fteady through forced refo- 
lution, now faultering from the bictemefe 
of his refleftions, went on.— •^ To eji^i* 
cate your unfortunate bi'otbcr is impoflifele ; 
I therefore muft fhare hk prifon. Had 
his debts amounted only :to what i could 
'have raifed by the fale of my commillion, 
by what elfe I can otherwife difpofe of, and 
•by the loan offered me by Sir Edward 
Kewcnden, he might have been releafed ; 
and though deprived of^^veiy thing, I 
could, I believe, have lived for you." 

'' And 
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^' And you will live for me naw Sir !'* 
c?ried Ethelinde, '^ Oh ! talk not of leav- 
ing me ! While you are with me I fear 
jiot poverty!'' 

^' Ah ! dcarefl: girl ! you have never 
tailed, its bitternefs*; and there was a time," 
iso^xtjnued he, fobbing, " when it was very 
unlikely you ever (hould !" He flopped ; . 
d^e|> .gtoaps. impeded his utterance ; yet . he 
coiUd not weep, but his face was coa- 
vqlfed'by the paffion^ contending in his 
{QfA};. .": Yet a little — a very little — and I 
fluU probably be at reft. Ethelinde — it is 
§Qt you only I yfiflied to live ; for you — 
had. it l?cen to fecure your happinefs — I 
jcould have been content to die ! But to 
leave you, lonely and defencelefs as you 
^c, in fuch a world ! is a profpeft fo 
•infupportable to me, .that it renders dread- 
fi^l the approach of diflblution, . and makes 
mcdie a coward P' 

*^ For Qod's fake, my deareft father,'* 
{aid Ethelixide, grafping his; trembling 

hands. 
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hand^, *^ have pity upon me,^ and do notr 
talk fo r- ' 

^ I thought T could have prepared' you,**" 
anfwered he, ^^ for what is, I fecl^ inevitar— 
ble. Ethelindfe, my heart is broke— quite- 
broke! Againft every thing elfe I could' 
have fftrugglfed, but this ftroke is deci^ 
five/' ' 

^* I hope, dearefl; Sir," faid Ethelinde^ 
in a weak and^ faulterihg voice, '* I hope 
that your uneafihefs prompts you to fee 
things in the worft light ; Sir Edward New* 
enden's friendfliip " 

•' Be not deceived; my^ child, witK 
groundlefs hopes ; Harry owes four thou* 
fknd pounds more than I can by any means 
raife, even taking advantage oftiie letter 
Sir Edward' has given me on his' banker. 
I will perlfli here myfelf rather than make 
a farther demand on his generous friends^ 
fliip/' 

*' Let me write to him, Sir,"eried Ethe- 

linde ; " I am fure he will do any thing 

for 
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fin: you ; Kis fortune is large ^ hfis fpirit yet : 
more noble than \h'!s fortune/* ' : 

^^ And^ftiaH I therefore tax irfe b'cavHy?* 
andfor wHat?^— to'pay the extravagance of 
agamefter? God' forbid f: Sir Edward's, 
fortune, brought-tb him' by his -wife,., is the • 
property, of 'his children^ and ought- to be 
facredJ I am- already deeply*— too deeply 
indebted to him ; and ' I charge you, my 
child, think' not of applying to him. . For 
a few days, while the temper of Harry's i 
mind remains- what it now is,, can my 
Ethelinde fubmit to-remain^near this place 
wkh herfather^ ta watch over the hours of 
a brother, whofe hand feems every mor- 
tnent armed agaiiift his own life?: li intend 
to procure • a lodging in^ the : immediate 
neighbourhood if my Ethelinde. does not . 
objeft to it/' 

*^ Is it pofiible, Sir, you caa fiippoic 
that I will not with avidity attend you 
wherefoever you may be ? Ah ! do moce : 
, juftice lo the heart of your daughter; and 

believe- 
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^onld go in fe^ch of a propor Ibdgiag:^ 

wfaitfaex jchey Ibouid remove in the ftfter^^ 

noon*. "Whieft iiei was gone^ young Chef- 

Krville-went away aUb under pretence. o£ 

ordering* a dinner, for tbem:; Bur he. r©^ 

tnained ^fene much t^angertbasiiit^ could: 

tie necefiSury to*do on diaC; account^ being; 

vmable to bear the moumful^diou^ tender 

looks of <a*fi^ he had injured;, and of a^ 

father in wholb breaft^ he Itad "planted a- 

diaigger never to be \mfadrawn;. but wfatoi 

yet, much as he had leamt> Icnew not: the- 

moft painful and infuppoFtable of> thofer 

tortures which corroded the bofom of his< 

fon-p— tortures with which > he badbutjuft': 

acquired courage to ^ntruft Montgomery. . 

In about an hour Montgomery returned ;; 

and young ChefterviUe, who watched forr 

his entrance, went upto tberoom wi:nhitn.. 

The Colonel had remained filent al<no(t> 

the whole time they were abfent; and: 

EtheUnde, having nothing to offer likely 

to give him comfort , had been trying to ; 

argue hcrfclf into that ftate of. caUn com- 

pofure 
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fpfiire * and ' chrcarful fortitude: which' was 
the moft- likely to prevent his feeling, oai 
tier account ; aggravated pain* 

A melancholy dinner, aow' pafled, at 
which none ofnhe: parties had either con^ 
verfation or appetite... Ethelinde however 
eccerted hcrfclf in the rhopc of prevailing oa : 
her father to eat ; and Montgomery fpokc 
with fome degree of chearfulnefs, in that of 
fuftaining her fpiritsi ' The Colonel, to 
gratify* his daughter, attempted to fwallow 
what (he. put. on this plate;: bnt: after: a: 
a fruitlefs effort or two, fent it .away; while • 
bis fon now cat eagerly for afewv minutes, , 
then fuddenly ftarting up, jfilied a ttimbler 
.of wine, and drank it ; ; after a moment, ia \ 
which he feemed totally^, loft in reflexion, . 
Ke again rofe from table,- and brought wine 
to his- father^ to his . fifler, and to Mont- 
gpmery; ; . and afftdting to laugh at Jiis bwn 
abfence, the laugh was fo con vulfive tb^ 
it made Ethelinde Ibudder. . He. poured 
out forhijmfelfafecond bumper^ anddraiik. 
it aa eagerly asbefore, . 
. . ' * Ethelinde, . 
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Ethdindc, wha could read in the^ eyes o3f 
Montgomery all his thoughts, now looked 
^arlieftly at him, and faw but too plainly thafr 
he bdield her brother's behaviour with 
concern, and even terror. Their repafl? 
being- at an end, Montgomery faid^-^" Miftv 
fchefterville^ I* take the liberty of recom^. 
mending it to you and the Colonel to gQ> 
to your lodgings before it grows late;/ 
The nig^it is wet and ibormy ; it feems> 
likely to. become Msoirfe; the walk acrofi/ 
this plaqeist always, inconvenient; let me 
therefore have the happinefs of feeing yoai 
fefe out of it before it is dark."- 

" Yes/' ftid the Colonel. '' Go firft^ 
Ethelinde. Mr.. Montgomery will conduct: 
you, and I will ftay with Harry -till he: 
comes back.'* , 

Ethelmde now therefori^ tenderly took: 
leave of her brother, and. Montgomery at- 
tended her, defending her by an umbrella 
from the rain a§ well.a§ he cpuld^toafmail 
Ijut decent lodging in the Bo/owgh, H^ 
tbp;'e. gaye, oijd^rs fipr. eyery thing that h^.. 

thought. 
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Ibought would coxitribvitc to her jsurcotrr-' 
Kmdation ;:and havmg feen ber £ifeiy feated^ 
by a good &e, aod having received her 
pr^mife that (he would attend to her> 
own heakh, he imprinted on the hand flier 
gave hitBt a kifs that feemed to repay him: 
a thouiand times for all the trouble he \«as> 
engaged in-;; and then returned to her fa*- 
fiher and her brother.. 

He found, the former more deeply dev. 
jeAed than ever; but Harty Chefterville^ 
Had' by jthis time drank fo nnudi and fo^ 
uapjdiy of wine, probably not very purei. 
tjlar he was no. longer mafter of his reafon ^ 
^d was in a vehem^t and almoft frantic 
manner difcourfing to his. father of the 
JWght which he affirmed every man of fpi*-- 
lit pofleffed and ought to exercife, of' 
4io0cing himfetf; through the head' whenlife. 
4>^came unpleafant to him. 

The poor Coloneljwho, hadhis^fonbeeA: 
m a^usttion to hear rearon5 had no %itit6. 
1^ reafon, wiih, hm,. fiirveyed; Wm with, 
looks of filent terror ;.• while tiars) ottortefi 

by 
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by the memory of his-mc^^r^rolfe^ Aoivlf. 
frcan his eyes. He feemcd ^ad of the ren 
curn of Montgomery; and riCmg imme^ 
diately, he wrung the hand of his fbn,. 
and faid— ^' Go, Harry — go to bed and; 
recover yourfelf ; you are ctily wounding 
me and yourfelf more deeply/' Then die 
refledion of where he was about to leaver 
this unhappy^ ftill mod beloved fon, Hung: 
kim with infupportable (harpnef^^ and his 
tears were not to be retrained. 

Momtgon^ry had dreaded fB.or< ^roms 
the petrifying and immovable grief which 
the firft (hoqk had occafioned, tlian from^ 
thefe fofter emotions ji he was therefore gkd 
to fee him able to. indulge them ;. and con-^ 
£gning him to the care of the runners who 
waited on young Cheftervilfe, that be»might 
be conduded to lus lodgings^ he retwae($ 
back, at the cameft requeft of th^ father,, 
10 attempt to tranquillize the fon*. 

" Welt, my friend V* faid he eagerly,, 
as foon as ^fontgomeiy eotored the room^ 
•* aod n.aw ycni will go ia fcarch of Vic-. 

t»rinft^ 
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(©rihe?^ She is By this titne in town- E 
am mad, by Heaven, till- 1 hear c of her^. tilt 
r fee her, till I have h^r inmy arms.!'. 

*^* Mad- you certainly are, my friend;, 
fe mad indeed, that I do not tbink.you ia* 
a condition to be left to'yourfelf/' 

" Not left to myfelf r* exclaimed Chef** 
tervilfe. •*' What do you mean by that h 
Do you intend poorly to fly from your^ 
word ?' Do you mean to refufe going tOr 
her? Would you drive me mad indeed,;, 
and compel me to fhoot the keepers of this, 
damned place rather thaa< not force, myr 
way toher myfelf ?"^ • ? 

*« This is extreme folly, Chefterville,'*' 
faid Montgomery ;/' folly, which nothing 
bur your fituation can excufo.'! If j^ip« wilt 
go to bed quietly, //will go to the. place 
you have named,, and will enquire for the 
perfon about whom you ^ are fo . anxious.;, 
but be not J I befeech you, fo impetuous ^ 
ancl if (he is not ; yet come, . as may ' very 
grobably be; the cafe,, do. not therefore: 

giya 
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• • • , 

^ve youffelf to the devil, or threaten te 
<:ut my throat/* 

" Forgke me, my dear fellow,'* cried 
Chefterville. *^ . Pray -make allowantes^ I .. 
•have been all day enduring the tortures 
of the damned ; and' I have dfadk to for- 
^get them till I have forgot myfelf/' 

*' I am glad/* rejoined Montgomery, 
"•* that you are confcious of your condition, 
I wifli, however, you' had not got into it, 
as it has ferved to render your father more 
uneafy/* " , 

*' Has it J'* faid Chcft'eryillfe. '' Upon 
rHiy foul I am forry ; I do not mean to 
-hurt him ; but this girl, this dear deferted 
•girl has occupied my whole heart, ..and I 
believe my fenfes will go quite if I do not 
hear pf her.'* 

Montgomery, who . felt . himfelf the ex- 
.cefs pf that paffion which 'tore the bofom 
-of his unhappy friendj promifed, novy he 
•became more rational,.' to go out iii fearch 
-of the objeft of his ' folicitude ; but CheC- 
tefville, who now found his head a(;he 

violently. 
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viokmly/ and his jpuifb \31eating ais if his 
veins would burft, was firft prevailed upoil 
te go to his bedv Montgomery then re« 
tnoved every thing by which he could iii-> 
jure himfclf if a violent p^roxyfm of paf* 
lion» aided by intoxic^ion, (hould retuili ; 
und having defired the man who waited 
t)n Chefterville to give fcnne attention 
to him, he fat out on a new undertaking 
of knight errantry, in fearch of a diftreft 
damfel. 

Colonel Chefterville, in the mean time 
extremely hurt by the wild cbnverfation 
and indifcreet intoxication of his fon, 
felt every moment's refleftion on the pre- 
fent fituation of his children encreafe the 
anguifh of his mind and dimini(h the 
ftrength of his body. Cold (hiverings 
fucceeded each other; He complained 
that his head feemed to have irons pafled 
round it; and no common remedies 
gave him any relief. Ethelinde perfuaded 
him however to fend for an apothecary ; 
who having underftood from her that 

long 
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long fatigue and extreme anxiety had 
preceded the conaplaint^ fent him a com* 
:pofing medicine; and Etbdinde, after fit- 
ting two hours by his bed^ had then the 
romfort to find by bis breathing that be 
was afleep. At firft his reft wfts interrupted 
by fobs and groans; ^but at length he 
feemed to enjoy calriier flumbcr ; and Ethc- 
4inde, quitting foftly the fide of his bed, 
retired to her own ; wliere compofing lier- 
fclf to reft, fincc now (he knew as (he be* 
!ieved the worft, her mind was foothed by 
the fond image of Montgomery — an image 
wluch, with her reliance on heaven, ren* 
tiered her able to fuftain her many and un- 
4ijcrited forrows. 
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•CHAPTER IV. 



M, 



Ontgomery was dire<Efced by young 
•Chefterville to the houfe of a perfon who 
let lodgings near the Hay market; where 
he was to enquire for a lady lately arrived 
from abroad, by the name of Madame de 
Lerida. He was told that fuch a lady had 
come to town two days before ;— •" and 
you Sir," faid the woman of the houfe, are 
I fuppofe the young gentleman (he ex- 
.pefted, and has been lo uneafy about.? 
Poor gentlewoman, (he fpeaks hardly any 
Etiglifh.'* Montgomery followed the wo- 
man of the houfe, who went up (lairs as 
fhe faid this, and opening the door of a 
fmall dining room, cried—** Here, Ma'am; 
here's the young Captain come at - laft/' 
She retired; and Montgomery advanc- 
ing a ilep or two, beheld, approaching 
eagerly towards him, a young and very 

lovely 
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tovcly woman, who, <mi perceiving it was a 
ftranger and ndt him whom (he expefted, 
ftarted back, and threw herfelf into hes 
chair in evident terror and difmi^y. Mont- 
gomery, who gueffed inftantiy that he^ had 
been miftaken for CHefterville, approached 
her, and faid in French—^* Be not alarmed, 
Madann that a {hanger addrefles you in- 
ftead of Mr. Chefterviile* It is at hi« 
defire that I have the honour of waiting on- 
you. 

Reaflured by hearing that he came from 
Chefterville and by his manner and voice, 
the fair ftranger now ventured, though 
tremuloufly, to enquire why Chefterville 
came not himfelf ! ^^AlasT* faid flie, 
'^ he promifed to be here to receive me 7 
but I found him not; and two long, long 
days have 1 waited for him !— yet even n'ow 
I do not fee him T' 

Montgomery knew not what to anfweri 

From her languid looks, and the ahxibus 

and trembling folicitude with which (he 

enquired after him, he thought her by no* 

You III. ^ means 
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tneaos in aftuaMo to be told abnipdjr of 
the diftrefe aodioi^nfoiimeiic of her lover : 
yet to iaipaie hb ahfence to ilneis would 
{HTob^ly.be mart akdnnmg to ker tender* 
iiefs ; tod if he (bfiered her to believe it 
owiog to aegleft or thatteatioa, it would 
poffiUy wound her (bU more cruelly. He^- 
fitating and alairmed, yet unsdble to deci<36 
on what w^ befit to be done, Montgomery 
at length (kid-^^^ The retibn you do ndt 
fee him is^ that his father is at prefent in 
town, aad he feared— —*' 

** He feared !*' exclaimed the beautiful 
foreigner—** Wherefore did he fear ? Did 
he not promife that I fhould be received 
by his father— by hts fifter— and his family 
— «nd has he already forgotten that I have 
hazarded all for him ?'* 

** Believe me. Madam,'* faid Montgo* 
mery, yet more diftreft by the earneftnefs 
of her manner and the tears which filled 
her fine dark eyes— ^« believe me you will 
have no reafbn to complain of my friend. 
He loves you with the crueft afiedion ; and 

I have 
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t have feen him almoft d^rafted U not 
being able to come M you to ni^t* 
Would I could explaia to you the barriers 
which force him to remain at a difiance ; 
but bd^ieve me upoii mjr honour they arc 
mot imputable to him ; and in a day or 
two—'' 



*^ A day or two ! Can he then yetleai 
me a day or two in this iituation ?" 

^^ I hope he will not be compelled to 
do it-*' 

** Oh! my God! there is Qertainty 
fomediing. extraordinary in this. Are you» 
Sir, his relation ?" 

^^ No Madam, but I am his :friead$ 
and as fuch I do moft earnefldy conjure you, 
for his fake and for your own, to tranquil* 
lize your fpirit, in the aflurance that Chd* 
tervilie will foon be with you and fatisfy 
all your apprehenfions.** 

** But when?" cried ihe eagerly and 
^^prehenfively. *^ He promised to re- 
ceive me, to pr6te<5t me here. He has 
-^oken his word. How ihalL I truft to 

Ex him 
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him again ? Surely Sir**— and (he fixed her 
penetrating eyes on thofe of Montgomery, 
— ^^ furely there is in this fomething more 
than I am to know ; for unlefs Heniy is 
greatly changed, it muft be ficknefs or 
death only that I think could keep him 
firom me : or if he were even on -the bed of 
fickne&, would it not ' be Viftorine who 
fliould foften his (ufferings, and foothe him 
with affeftion and pity ?" Tears now 
ifareamed down hw cbedcs; (he leized 
eagerly the hand of Montgomery, crying 
in an animated tone—** Sir, you feem to 
liave an heart, fucU as the friend of my 
Cliefterville (hould pofTeTs ; tell me then, 
I conjure you tcU me, and relieve me 
from this infupporiable f ufpenfe — ^where is 
Chefterville ?— and what has befallen him ?** 
Montgomery now faw that to keq> her 
linger in this tormenting uncertainty 
would be equally cruel and ulelefs; he 
aherrfore told her, foftcning the matter as 
much as he could, that Chefterville had 
;wfbrtunately been indifcreet and thought- 

lets. 
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leTs), and befiDre his lad departure for 
Gibraltar^ had contrafted fome debtsy 
which being unable to difcharge imnje- 
diately, he had been arretted) and was now 
imprifoned. 

ft was fome time before he could make 
her comprehend the terms he ufed : for 
having been educated in a convent, Ihn 
knew nothing of the cuftbms or manners of 
the world;, and found it difficult to under- 
hand that among a people piqueing them«- 
felves on their liberty, it was the cuftom to 
fhut a man up inperpet^id confinjement, to 
enable him to pay bis debts. At lengthy, 
however, the nature of^Chefterville's fitua- 
tion being, explained to her, fhe melted 
into tears; which Montgomery, glad to^ 
fee her weep, would not endeavour to ftop^ 
But when (he had a few. moments indulged 
them, ihc checked their courfe; andfaid 
to Montgomery,, with fiidden vivacity—— 
5* Well Sir ! fince it is fo— fince my unr 
fOEtur^ate Chefterville cannot come to me* 
. '1 • . E.3^ havd 



have the goodnefs to ihew me the way to 

liit confinement r* 

•* Not to night, furely/* faid Montgo- 
meiy, much itlarmed at the quicknefs of 
her manner—** You will not, Madatn^ 
think of going to-night ?** 

** And why not to-night ? Wherefore 
fiiould I )ofe a moment > ^Gome, I will 
now immediately prepare myfelf.'* She 
then ar<^ to fetch a cloak ; but Montgo- 
mery taking again her band, and fooffaing 
her with the moft ifriendly pity, jlt length 
perfuaded her, though not till k had coft 
her nuiny teai^, of the impoffibitity of her 
executing her purpofe that evening. Sbe 
then reluftantly relinquiOied it; but ex- 
torted from Montgomery a folemn pro* 
mife that he would at an early hour the 
next day come to her, in order to convey 
her to her lover. 

He then took kave of her; penetrated 
with concern for her fituation and with ad- 
miration df her beauty and (enfibility • He 
yet only knew that (he was a native of the 

Weft 



Weft Indies^ t>ue h«dl been ediacat^d in 4 
conveist ia Spaitf ^ where Ibe iiad fome re*^ 
mtioAs; ^m v^ofe-koufe Cbeftervilk had 
taken her in his way (torn Gibraltar^ in 
which he pafled through that country in- 
&,t%d of coming on (hip board ; and that^ 
(for realbns which he had not explained,) 
fhe had been left at Calais^ under the care 
of a brother oiicer, a man beyond the 
middle of life^ who had undertaken to 
convey her to the lodgings ChefterviUe had 
provided for her a fortnight after his ar- 
nv^\ in London. 

A« h/Iontgomery went down ftairs, he 
Again encountered the talkative owner of 
the apjjutment, to whom be faid— *'* Ma- 
^am, my friend^ the hulband of this young 
lady, is prevented coming to meet her fo 
foon as he exp^S^d : have the goodn€& 
to fee that (he has every accomnKxiation 
and convenience, and you may depend on 
having every expence difcharged.** 

^* Why yes. Captain, to be fare 1 don't 

ac ail 4oA}bt about that i but ho^fmer as 

» E 4 the 
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jthe lady it feems is ^fdrrin^ner^ I flioulj 
be glad to be fure to have a little item of 
•where I mid look for her f rinds and fo.'* ' 

This requeft quite ftaggered Montgo- 
mery. To give a direftion to Cheftervillc 
was impoflible : and his own was improper^ 
as he lived with Mr. Royfton, atld much 
error and inconvenience might arife from 
it. For a mon^nt he hefitaied; but at 
length faid that he (hould be there the 
next morning, and then would give her 
an addrefs to refpedtable people with whom 
the young lady was connected. Then, 
with an aching heart he left the houfe ; 
^nd returning to the King*s Bench prifon^ 
he reached the apartment ot young Chefi 
terviUe about nine o'clock. Chefterville 
was afleep; but at the noife his friend 
made in entering, he ftarted up ; and fee- 
ing him, cried ^agerly-*-** Well, Mont- 
gomery—is ftie come?-^have you feea 
her?'* 

Montgomery then related to him all 
thsut had paffed : and Che{lerville> far firooi 

coa^ 
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confidering that * he had brought this unfoF- 
tunate young: creature into afcene of mifery 
and. difljcfs, id which he had not even the 
means offupporting. her. in the neceflkries 
xjf life,!expreflcd a: wiW and frantic delight 
at the certainty of her being arrived. 
Montgomery, equally warm in hi& temper 
Jbut iiiftnitely more confiderate, attempted 
Aiot.tb. airgue with him on his impetuofity, 
J>ut agreed to find fome^ pretence for ab- 
/enting'ColoneLChefterville and Ethelinde 
fi:om thaprifon the next. day,, in order tp^ 
obtain an opportunity of introducing to her 
lover, the amiable, objeit of .his folicitude. 
Haymg. fettled this matter in the befl: 
manner he could, he. took leave of his 
thoughtlefe friend, and went to the lodg- 
ings of the unhappy father;, who was, he 
.found, in. bed,, and. that Ethelinde had alldt 
retired to hers.. He contented himfelf 
therefore with leaving, a note to inform- 
Aemthat he had left his friend Chefterville 
.tranquil and reafonable; and requefting 
dicm, both, to make themfclves as eafy as 

* E 5 poflible,.. 
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poflible^ he promifed to be withr dten 
early the next day. This done^ he went^ 
extremely fatigued and exhaufted, to hit 
preltnt home^ at the hauie of Mr. Royftoa 
in Harley ftrcet^ from ii^dicace be had 
been five days abfent* The moment he 
Tound that the young man whom he had 
feen arrefted in the ftreet ^as Chefterville^ 
the brother of his adoted Ethdind^, he 
had determined to hazard every thing for 
his relief i and therefore 'though Royftoa 
had charged him with feverai petty com- 
miffions, he had negleded them all; and 
only leaving a note to fay he was going 
into the country for a few days on bufinefs^ 
lie had departed for BriftoK 

On entering the honfe, he heard JNfr, 
and Mrs, Royfton were both out; and 
feeling himfeif glad to be^ releafcd from 
any attenidance- on them 'that tright^ he 
w^nt tp'his own room, where he found & 
letter, from his mother, full of anxiety on 
account of his unfettled fituation, and en- 
treating him to write by every other pofts 

as 
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as th€ only means tx) lighten to tier the ua- 
eafinefs which, while he remained without 
tiny eftablifhment and abfent from her; 
fdmoft overwhelmed her* ^* Yet," added 
this excellent parent, ^^ if fcm W^Jiie oncc^ 
my dear Charles, pkced to your advan- 
tage, the murmurs of your mother at your 
abfence (hould be confined to her own 
tiofem.. Now, I own myfeif very wretched ; 
and weak: and £[X)Uih as I know it to be, 
2 am become flaranigely low fpii'ked and 
€ven fuperftitious.. In my Ibort and me- 
lancholy walks, 1 fancy your father often 
Attends, me, and demands of me his fon— 
^demands, of m® wherefore I have taken 
Mm from the country for which he himfelf 
bled, to throMf him iiito precarious depen- 
dence on people unworthy of the truftk 
'Mechinks his exalted and indepen(^nt fpi- 
rit is rendered uneafy at the idea ; /^and fo 
forcibly has this image puriued me both ia 
my meohereni: dreams and waking reveries, 
that I cannot a moment diveft myfeif of 
the imprei^on^ My dear Charks, in a 

few,. 
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few, a very few weeks, you will probably 
know whether the promifes of Mr. Royfton 
will be realisicd ; ami if you are ftill only 
amufed with vain offers which fignify no- 
thing, .return to her . whofe whole hope is 
in heaven and you. A competence is evef 
yours here ; and with that I know my foa 
can find content. Where is^ the lovely 
interefting young woman for whole fake 
we both learned to wi(h for more ? Yoil 
fpoke not of hi^r in your two laft (hoit 
letters, and now k is eight days fince I 
have heard* My dear Charles will not 
furely liegledt for a moment to- fatisfy the 
doubts-and folicitude which have,, during 
this longisft filence I ever experienced from 
him., taken pofTeflioa of the heart of his 
affedionate mother,. 

" Car. Montgomery.** 

The heart of the fon fmote him on the 
perulal of this, which contained a draft 
for ten guineas ; his mother being always 
attentive to fupply him with money to the 

utmoft 
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rDtmoft extent of her power. Fatigued M' 
he was> he fat dowa infibndy to write, te 
lier; and as he never concealed aojf thing, 
firom her> he gave her an account of all 
that had happened in regard to the brother 
of Ethelinde; and having explained the 
reafon of his^ not writings and fpoken^ 
•warmly of that p^ffipn which his mother £b> 
generoufly encouraged^, and of the excels 
km qualities of its lovely obje6t, hefealed^ 
his letter and went to bed ; befeeching the 
fabled powers of pleafurable dreams to fend! 
to his weary imagination the tender and 
amiable image of his adored Ethelinde.. 

Early the next morning he aroie^ mind- 
ful of his promife to Colonel Chefterville* 
-to enquire for an attorney^ to be employed 
in foliciting and managing the affairs qf 
.his fon. But Monrgpmery, who knew np 
fuch perfon, and hardly where it.was lively 
to meet with one^ was compelled t-o await 
the levee of Mr. Royfton; who having: 
many cftates to manage,. and being by na- 

. tuxe 



ture (Qmewhat Ktigious, was BkLely to give 
lam immediate informatiofK 

After waking tiH the man who o((ent^ 
tiouffy called himfelf his patroa bad break- 
faAed> Wtontgomcry was admitted to his> 
'ftudy, while he was dreiEag to go dowa 
teihe Houfc, lAere he now took a pair 
-with oppoiition, aad fancied that his feebli^ 
'foppart of their oppostents added gFeatI|r 
to the teww and alarm of die Miniftiy;,, 
who had difohliged Iiim. 

** Your fcrvant Mr. Montgomery/* was 
his anfwer to the firft compliment of his 
young relation. *' Sol— you ha^c been 
ikbfefit a!l this time on iufinefs f 

"1 have Sir/* 

•* Well Sir I— YtKJ have completed k 
ijctterthen, I hope» than you have the 
-commiffions whidi you did me the honour 
to undertake for me.** 

** Ct>mmtffions, Sirf* 

•• Yes, Sir, CommifSons ? I did fup^ 
pofe that you would have deigned to haw 
given fome attention to the requefts made 

you 
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you by me and Mrs. Royfton^ and to have 
called^ in your walks, on Mr. ' • ■ and 
"Mrs. -r — and Lady •■■■ ■■ whom» you 
%inow^, we wanted to fee : but other claims 
-— dlaims from perfbns more likely, per* 
liaps, to raife you and ferve you in the 
'world than 1 am, have I foppofe nudb 
you neglcd me to ferve other patrons.*^ 

Royflon, whofe caprice was equal to hib 
oftentation, liad never talked to him ia 
this way before; and for a moment the 
furprife of Montgomery prevented his re- 
ply. At length his high fpirit kindling idt 
the contemptuous manner in which Rof- 
jfton fpoke, he repeated, with amazenient 
=and indignation—" Patrons* Mr. Roy* 
fton?'* 

*♦ Aye, Sir; patrons. A man of my 
fortune and intereft, let me tell you^ Mp. 
'Montgomery, does not always trouble him- 
felf with the irlaims of rdationfbtp. 1 
though f I -might he of ufe to yon; yoti 
have found tbofe^ I hope, who may be 
xrfmore/* 

« I don\ 



♦ 

\ ^ I don't know Sir/* faidMontgomeryj. 
bluQiing-wich' vexation— ^* I really do nof 
know what j'ctf mean; and I doubt whether 
1 ought to explain mj meaning to 'a^ ^^ 
.who cancels all obligations by- thus ' ''^ 
" A man, Sir!" cried the pale and mop- 
rified Royfton, while his lips qi^iivered with 
paflion — ^^ What da you- mean by calling 
ore. a man r' * 

" Are you i«#rr. Sir," foid Montgomery 
.contemptuou%, . ** or le/s? When Lfay a 
m,an, ;I mean a human- being of courage^ 
*cafon,. honor, candddr,* generofity ! If I 
have nrifcallecj you— pardon me/* 

" I have a fortune. Sir,***— faid.the en«- 
jsaged fenatOE^ — ^,^, a. fortune that fets me 

above ^^ 

^*.'The feeling§'and:clairp$; of humanity,, 
.Sir ? If it does, I am f^rry for it,'* 

** Why pray; now," cried Royfton^ 
putting on in •his turn the femblance of 
.contempt—^' what do. you think, my for- 
tune maybe?" 

*' I never heard, Mr, Royfton; and 
certainly^ never thought of enquiring." 

«^Buti 
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•^ But yoti aixk guefs, Siri--y<Ja. 

*^ No, reaUy Sir> h have bo data c^ 

^hich to form any conjcifturci whatibiever4^ 

" Hazard a GonjedujFe, Sir, howcYcfUT 

** Perhaps fivethoufand poinidsayear.*** 

• " Add tvWD otlier fives^! Mx^ Charlcs^ 

Archibald Montgomery-rf WO other ^ftyesflt 
and you will eveiv tKea fall fliortof thj^ 
.>ruth!'* ... 

*' Well Sir, I congratulate yow: on.tlie 
poffeffion of wealth; to wixich the generofity 
of your fpirit doubUpfe does fo . arpch hok- 
•nour.'' . ' ; 

" i think indeed it does^ — ^faid Royfton^ 
ftretchingout his little white faeCj and be^- 
coming taller upon what h^ miftook for ^ 
compliment — '^ I rather think it does* 
You, however,* being young, and having 
feen much of the world among . the higb- 
lands of Scotland or the fells of Cumber^ 
land; or perhaps, before you: honoured' 
Gre^ Britata wi^ your reiidrace,, among 



tlienoblcfiecf Horniandy^ or Picardy;— » 
you I fay having doubdefs an eictenfive 
«cqiM^taiice and enlstfgcd experience^ have 
difeovered perfons of larger fortunes and 
mote powerful coBne6tions» to whom you 
make your cowl/* 

*♦ Mi. RoyftoB,'* &id Montgomery^ 
wkh the Gooteefs-of a man who defpHes his 
adv^ary too much to be angry-*^ I an 
under obligation to you it is true; isia^ 
inuch as i( is now ahnoft a mondb fince I 
have ii^bited your houfe at your earned 
requ^. I wUl net iuppoCe you mean to 
infult me ; and to convince you I fte your 
behaviour in its true lights I will tell you> 
that I have not been to engage the favour 
of a patroffi^ but to relieve the diftrefsof a 
friend.** 

** To relieve ishe diftrefs of a friend, 
have you? well that is kind; and pray^ 
if your feci>eis are not ^cred» what fpecies 
i0f difbefs nuy it have fallen in yocar way to 
relieve ?** 
'Montgomery was now greatly cmbar-* 

raffed* 
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nSbi^ Hb iod no nglft o^te the feerets 
of CheftervUIe $ anS where he had no lippe 
4&f relief from the confideiice^ coutd boK 
think of betraying him to a man fo un«> 
feeling, fo fond of money andofhimfelf^ 
as Royfton. He hefitated therefore, and 
only (kid*-** That fpecies of diflreis which 
ted often befalk the young and ihconfide^ 
^rate ; and fuch was fome days ago my re- 
liance on your generofity, that had I not 
been undeceived to-dafy I fhoiild have ap^ 
plied -to you for your affiftmce to extricate 
him/' 

*' Really ! What you think then that 
« man of my fortune has no other employ- 
ment for it, than to lend money to difap- 
pointed fortune hunters and diftreft gam=* 
biers ? No, Mr. Montgomery ; my relations 
you knowi wl|o have no fortune, may have 
fome little claim on my aSiftance fo far as 
parliamentary intercft goes; hut on my 
purfc-**for their friends l~nd, txo^ thit 
will never do }** 

_« NoT'havc I Sir,? faid Montgomery;,^ 






>^ astf incUnaticm' fromr dik 'lM>mcSir f^ 
trouble you' for dther theoae'or the otherw 
For the kiadnefs which' you* have (he wtt 
me, by giving^ me an apartment in your 
houfe and about, half a dozen dinners and 
(uppers, though they were., kindneflibs 
jpreffedupon me, I thank you;^— I tru$ 
that yx>ur great fortune is lefs hurt, by fuch' 
an exertion than my feelings by- bein§^ 
x>bliged to a. man, who— -pardon me — is 
not, I find, a man to whom. I am fond of 
owing an obligation.. Sir,. I wifli you a: 
good day; and (hall give youno ferthcr 
trouble than to fend for my * portmanteau 
this afternoon, which your fcrvAUts will of 
cotirfe deliver." Montgomery thus fpealcr 
Tngy left tlie- room-; to the great amaze-r 
ment of Royfton, who faw the young. man 
el cape him. wham he intended, to have 
kept fome time longer,, for the double grar 
tification, of his pride : firft, by infulting 
him with tha fupercilious fuperiomy of a 
patron ; and then, by boafting to all the 
wxirlA how gcncnjufty he afted . in " ^lung. 
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lip a relation, who'though one of the noblelx 
femilies 'in Sccrtland was aftuaUy without 
any fupport but what' wis derived frdm. 
him" • ■ ■ . - 

* |The earlier vifions oF Momgomcfy, 
i^fFered by this connexion,* had long' fince 
vanithed. He found that Rpyfton, fo far 
from being able to procure him an advan- 
tageous poft by Tiis intereft, was really in 
oppofition, and of fo little confeqnence 
that no attempt would be made by the 
then Adminiftration to induce him to 
change his party. But this difcovery had 
been gradually made; and Montgomery 
knew not, when he had made it, how im- 
mediately to difengage himfelf from Roy- 
fton 'y and while he deliberated on what he 
ought to do, his encountering the brother 
of fethelinde in diftrefs, and the fubfequent 
icvenis, had driven every thing that related 
imbrely to himfelf from his mind. 

He now, however, left the houfe; 
£rft enquiring for Mrs. Royfton, (who 

was 
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vas not at kome) that lie mi^t pay her 
bis parting complimcnta. Since he could 
iiotfeeher» he left a note for her thanking 
her for her numerous civilities^ and fimply 
informing her that circumftances had 



which prevented his availing himfelf long^er 
of Mr. Royftc^*^ obliging offer of an 
apartment in his houfe. 

Ibving done this, he dKinified them as 
much as poffible from his mind ; andfend- 
inga porter from a coffee houfe for his 
doadis, he took, an hackney coach and 
vent into the Borough i where, at the dif> 
tance of about a quarter of a mile from the 
lodgings of Coloi^l Chefterville, he pro- 
vided himfelf with a fecond floor in the 
houfe of ^ tradefman; and then having 
called to know how the Colonel and Ethe^ 
Imde did, and havbg heard they were 
tolerably well, though he faw neither of 
them, as he faid he was in haftc, he hurried 
to the apartment of the unhappy Chcfter- 
viUe in the King's Bench prifon, to confvOt 

with 
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With litm on the introduftion of the defoUite 
and affli&ed Vi^orine, which he had pro- 
mifed her fliould tike plafce on the morn* 
ing of ihat day. 



C H A P« 
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CHAPTER V. 

X H E generous and anxious Montgo- 
mery found his impetuous friend impa- 
tiendy attending his arrival. The moment 
he faw him he enquired eagerly for Vic- 
torine. " Have you not brought her? 
Avhen (hall I fee her ? wterc have you left 
her? and why are you fo late ? were quef- 
tions articulated without waiting for an an- 
swer to either, 

•' For heaven's fake> Chcfterville," faid 
Montgomery, ^' for heaven's fake be more 
calm and reafonable«~ You know beft what 
ceafons you have for wifliing to keep your 
attachment to this young foreigner con- 
•cealed from your father and your lifter ; 
if they are very forcible, is it poffible you 
fliould not confider the probability there 
is of its bebg difcovcred if (he comes hi- 
^er?" 

« I did 
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'^ I did wifli indeed/' rcpUed CheftfeN 
vilk, *^ I did wHh that toy fether ttnght 
not knovtr yet tkat I am married^ be- 
caufe ■■ *^ 

« Married r* exclaiiAed Montgomery, 
f* tfn? you ttxarried then?** 

*' Yes, ijpon my fcml I am ; and I Tap- 
pofe you think Fni a d— d fool for it/' 

" Not at all. If you loved Viftotine 
(6r what am I to call her ?) yidu did^efl 
to marry her; that is, if her chatafter was 
fiich as brought na difgrace on you from 
the connexion ; but ualefs fhe ha-s a^ for- 
tune, I own I tremble at the efiefl: which 
fuch intelligence may juft now have oft 
your fiWher." 

^' Fortune > not a Ihilling, She is thtf 
natural i3aughter of an Engltflimani her 
mother, a Spatiifh Weff Indian, whoft 
faiher wis a rich planter in Cuba. In the 
war before the laft, the father cf my god* 
defsattcnddffhfe^bTOthcrjWho was wounded, 
and carried, by^a 'cirtiimftance not necef* 
fary to relate, to the houfe of Don Julian 

Vol. III. F Gome^ 
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Gomez dc Lerida*; there both the bra- 
thers were kindly entreated by a generous 
enemy ; but the younger, though he fur- 
vived for fome time the wound he had re- 
ceived, became a cripple ; and the elder, 
who was fondly attached to him, procured 
leave to attend him to Jamaica, as he 
could not be carried to England ; where he 
lingered fome weeks, and then died. The 
tendernefs of thefe brothers for each other, 
and their own amiable qualiti^ gt^eatly en* 
deared then) to the inhabitants of that part 
of the illand among the high lands, whither 
they had been invited to remove on account 
of the (alubrity of the air. Among others 
who were interefted in the fate of the fur- 
viving foldier, was the widow of one of the 
310ft . opulent men of the country. She 
was not very young, nor very handfome ; 
but Die was very tender, very rich, and fo 
truly fympathized with the inconfolable 
young man on the lofs <>£,% brother, diat 
he became fenfifale of her attention, and 
was not perhaps entirely indifferent to the 

fplcndour 
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fplendourof an income of fixteen or twenty 
thoufand a year, that his >kind widow was in 
pofieffion of, though he had of his own an 
handfome fortune, and inherited his bro- 
ther's, which was alfb confiderable. 

*' The ladies of the torrid zone have 
very little prudery about them ; and the 
enamoured widow fi)on made to the amia- 
l)le wanderer (uch overtures as were not to 
be withftood. He married therefore ; and 
reflgning his comoiiifion, fat down in one 
of the fined places in Jamaica ; and lofing 
by degrees 'all inclination to revifit Eng- 
land, where he had no relations, or family, 
he became a fettled inhabitant of an ifland 
in which he poflefled all the luxuries and 
fplendour that an immenfe fortune could 
procure; and his wife, who was fond of 
him to excefs, felt ftiil lefs d^ltre to fee 
England, where (he knew her own confe- 
quence would be leflened, and where (he 
apprehended thata thoufand hazards would 
be incurred of lofing her hu(band*s heart 
by the attra^Uons of Evuropean beauty* Ic 

F 2 was 
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Tvas faer bufioefii titcrofixc to cender his pre« 
&nt home'as j^kafaiit' asIpoffiibiQ^ by coK* 
k&tng drt bcft ftcitty!, oiut by ^ eifv«irjr Vft**- 
xiety of ainufi^ntent wtiick^mild.tbere be 
proaired; but loving him f» fiie^didy -fttt 
was 'not fepe from the &t^; aftendatit'of 
C3ck:effive . pa^Som^ jbaloitfjr^i end ^ho»^ 
cohfcioiit: diat it «i^gh{^ fMPcKjuce the 'Veipy 
evilihe appcdiemiod^ AeHeie^Id/adt always 
help teising hiih'W'ith.iftiQiicidbs '^tid-fcw^ 
tigaingrhkil)wiih rr^mvudats ri^ ill >4li>« 

♦^^Tite/firftfouriytafe of tbdr man'iagri 
brofvt^them^tbfee chiMnin-^; !tbe)yo]Lin^«B: 
^kdifocoi^afterid; btrtlfc; ' biHr^sche ofbetf 
twa grcwr Up, ItHfcir 'fsSiitv wa&; Very .de^ 
firaoS' of iprdctvring iar (them':an:r£bgU(h 
tducatiOit ; . bm' their .mother could-neitber 
fdbhseto.pbr^wfcH itheih,' ottoigo herfelf 
to TEngbmt; bad afttafl a iydswr qf two of 
debate^ it w«s dt length 'ftrtled that <i 
learned ttfltor^fliouldibcprdc^rdd in-Eng? 
iand for -the boy, and a .goVcrnefs w^ll 
accomplilhed foe the. gixL: Tlie l^dyj'nonf 

near 
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near fifty., dreaded extfemeiy the appear- 
fmce of d^is ac€omplUhed gavemefst, tho* 
(he bad taken care to inftru& her Edgiifb 
corpcfpoiident to fend her .ox^ who Ihould 
not have any preteniiops to beauty. To 
fiod one who was without thpfe pr^etenfiona,. 
was mom eafy !£han.to difcoi/^er a weJLedui- 
catedand feafibk- peiffon, willing. to^undei>- 
take a Toyage to Jamaica. . At length the 
dat!tgE)(er of a deceafod. officer^ pkaiing. m 
her perioB, but not hand£bme, who had 
received an excellent: education^ and was 
capable of teaching* what (he had le^ncdi 
Vas found, who cdnfencod 10 go ; and a 
uuoF^being alfo- procured by the very high 
terai6 offcredv t^y arrived at the.habita4 
tion whepe their inftrnftions were required^ 
^^ As the gov^em^s was. c^t^ihly notr ^ 
beautyV atul was fo^ad vetjy iadvantageous 
to '|»I«fH tSie mama was ibc a &w^ W£e2f ^ 
tfidembly contented : but tibe yellow eyed 
jgifmSc9» at length leised hsr. with cruel 
niotenco ; h^i; hvi(band^ himfirif a miliir 
tar^ tteu^ fok pityforthe indigeoldaug^r- 

F 3 ter 
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ter of one who had loft his life in the fer- 
Vice; he felt eompaffion for a young wo- 
man, compelled by her fituation to quit 
her friends and her native country for a 
precarious dependence on ftrangers fo far 
from home, and he felt refpedt for her 
talents, and for that ftrength of mind which 
€:nabled her undpr fuch circumftances to 
exert them. All thefe confiderations gave 
to his mantieLT, whenever he addreffed Mifs 
Milward, a tendernels which his wife, who 
was always watching, him, conftrOed into 
love; and though flie could not imme- 
diately rcfolve to difmifs the governefs by 
whofe inftrudions her daughter profited fo 
much, yet (he made her hufband fo' very un- 
cafy by dark hints when they wer^ in com- 
pany, or by open reproaches whenever they 
were alone, that he grew weary and dif- 
gufted ; and thoug^h he had ftiU fomuchj gra- 
titude and affeftion for her as. to be unwilling, 
to quit her entirely and return to England, 
yet he found hiaifelf fo worn and harra0edf 
V^at he deta-mined on making a (hort ex- 

curfion 
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o Cuba, to vifit his old friend Don 

'rh whom, though he had not 

"ight years, he had fliU conti- 

^^ to corrcfpond. 

'^ ^ lan his wife dared make no 

J, lead he (hoiild adopt one lefs 

portable to her ; nor was ftie forry to 

have him for a time removed from the 

dreaded attraftions of Mifs Milward, little 

imagining that an objedt would be throw© 

in his way infinitely more dangerous. 

** Don Jdian had a daughter, who at 
his former viGt was about nine years old ; 
(he had fince been fent to Spain, and 
received her education in a convent, and 
within, two months had returned to her 
fether, whofe only child fhe was, to be 
married to the fon of die Governor of 
Cuba, a Spanifti Grandee. To this Imle 
ugly, but proud Spaniard, Donna Antho- 
nietta had an invincible averfion. Though 
very dark, (he was extremely handfome ; 
for with the moft expreffive eyes, flie had 
the fineft black hair, the moft pearly teeth, 

F4 and 



.9x4 the lovelidlibftpe that -could he una* 
jgin^. Sprightly gaiety was the. charac- 
perofhercoujateiaance; y^ftxe could thjcow* 
into it the moll bewitching tendernefs. 
i^i^h all th^r& outward attiiaftions, flie had 
iQore knowledge than moft Spamfla wo- 
.men; and ^ much^fpirit; and vivacity as 
is to fee found on the other fide the Py- 
j!enees* As Ihc was foon to be married, 
(he w^s under very little reftraint; andthc 
EnglUh g«n;tleQian foon became fo great a 
-favourite, that (hp qould not- live without 
• his company, md took vepy Utde pains tp 
hide her partiality from othei's ; while (he 
wiflied he might himfelf perceive it, and 
oS courfe (be fuccecded. Mr. Harcourt 
was a V'ery youag man when he marrieij, 
and w*? now not thirty, I^e had a fine 
perfon ; which, thougb not improved by 
(eight or nine years relidence in an hot 
country, was yet bandfome and intcreft- 
ipg.. To the daughter , of his fcofWan 
haft to whom he had been ib mu^h obliged^ 
he paid ev^ery attentipn i but ftill only. the 

attention 
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axsDencba ao^ ^dnuKatlon which a married; 

« 

naa akid her f s^therf s friend Odtild wich jm^ 
pfiety^ CK^ef^ to^i;?ia4;ds her; but fa«r t^tc4 
ihn Ibr him, aaii»d^d as k was by the 
viKraciiy of her chapai6ber an^ a^uncrjs 
£xm bfoke thr^Kigh evify f ellraiint which 
European' virtue or. £m-of)ear( ctdloms 
might have produGed^. and Harcourtfaad. 
feoa to ireproach himfdlf with having be* 
trayed ift the temterdt point the confid^ccr 
placcti in hiim/by Don Julian^ and biioken 
the lawsof hospitality to^^s^ds his. £ri^d. 
- f^ Nobody how^jver ftemed to pe4x:eive 
the terms tl%ey: were upon ; for the little 
Spanilh lever, heF intended hufband, had 
fo good an opinion of hiftifelf that he ne- 
ver fuppofed it poffiblfe for an Englishman 
or for any man to fopplant him.- Nobody 
therefore was ^neafy at Harcourt's long 
ftay in Cuba but his wife, who had twice 
fent over a yateh he had built to fetch him, 
and had twice had the mortification to fe^ 
ir return' with excufes that he yet ftaid at 
the preifing inftances of Don Julian* 

F 5 The 
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^' The unhappy Mrs. Harcotut had by 
l^s time learned that the Spaniard had ai 
youn^ and beautiful daughter^ and all the 
agonies of jealoqfy feized and tormented 
her. Again (he fent a preiSng meflage to 
her hufband to return ; but the tendernefs 
and beauty of Anthonietta had now at- 
tached Harcourt to her with a paflion eqiiai 
to her own ; and (he was beikles in a iitua* 
tion in which he could not bear to leave 
her t9 encounter the rage of an ihcenfed 
father, and perhaps the revenge of a dif- 
appointed lover, who only waited the arri- 
val of fomc papers from Spain to com- 
plete their marriage. Anthonietta, . who 
determined never to become his wife, now 
prefled her Englifli lover to elope with 
her ; but this, fondly as he loved her, he 
could oot determine upon immediately. 
He dreaded the efiedt Tuch a ftep might 
have on her father; who, though of a 
milder temper than, the SpaniOi Creoles 
ufually are, was jealous of his honor, and 
adored his daughter, on whofe approach* 

ing 
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ing illilftribus union he greatly prided 
himfelf. Nor could Harcourt diveft him* 
felf o£ all concern for his wife ; who befides 
the tie their children had formed between 
them^ had no fault but dhat of not being 
young, and of being too fond of him. 
Diftrafted by his love on* one hand, and 
tfeefe rcfie&ions fuggefted' by honor on the 
other, he yerhefitated, though the circum- 
ftances of -Anthonietta became every day 
more^ critical; At length- her tears and 
enrreaties conquered*; and he determined 
to gc with her to* Spaing as he could not 
carry her openly to England ; and leaving 
her chCTe in- fafb hands^ to return to Ja- 
maica^ and' make all the atonement he 
could' for his error by fulfilling the duties 
of^ father and an hufband. 

" It was extremely difficult to con- 
trive this : but at length, by means of the 
Captain of a merchantman on whom Har- 
court had conferred great obligations in 
the way of his employment, Anthonietta 
was with her anxious lover conveyed on 

(hi 
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board) and catri^d to B^Kttonz, where 
ihe was fooQ afterwards delivered of my 
Jktlt Vi&orine. H^rcourt, while his ten- 
derers encre9fe<^ for her mother, could 
y«e HOC diveft himfelf of aSef^ion fo|i hi9 
fon and daughter in Jamaica, nor of pity 
for ibHr another, whom he had left in ig- 
i^orfince of what was become of him, and 
W^Jpi. whoTe miiery he could not help^ re-'x 
pro^ching, himfelf. He wi&ed therefore 
tp return to th€;m; and Anthomettar re- 
liiftaptly confented, on his promlfe %q ftay 
only t twelvemonth, and then to rejoiu hef^ 
in Spain, and to take her ftoally to fettle^ 
in England* She went into a convent dur-: 
iiig his ahfence, and called herfelf his wife.- 
She had tak^n care to conceal from her 
unfortunate father where fiie was 9 but all, 
the cirpumftances of her flight were by 
ffim^ means known to him ^ and be ha4 
not only loaded her with his malediftion^ 
l^ut had difinherited her, and fent for the 
fon of his filler from Spaxn^ on whom ho 
inteaded to beflow all his great pofleflions, 

*« This 
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^ Thi$ news reacthed tjije tsm&r mifaappy' 
Anchonictta (oon tfosr the departure «£ 
her liiven Had he been yet wlch her, flm 
eould have borne every thing with t^Som 
hitiHD '9 but he was gMQ^^^K perhapd 
for e^^er i and ker Ioyc«. her pride, her fUial 
affe£li0fi z& eqiiaRy fofierkigr a lingering, 
illnei^ ei^fued* The hope of bearing firom 
HaircQurc, of hearing that he meant to ni^ 
^ turn to hier, a ivhile fopported her^ bill 
ktcers were^ long in coming i' this]p^' wai 
ioBnetimes Ipft; and whait did conje flie 
fidncied were cold, and rather civii than 
tender. He fpoke vtith fondnefe ainid 
with anxiety indoed of the )ittl6 gtrl 
he had left in Spain -, but V9kh pride 
and pleafdre of the two children ^hom be 
kadr rejoined in Jamaica. Of their mothet 
he &id litck or nothing 1 yet Anthonietii 
£ancied that habit and gratitude had con^^ 
qoered a tranfxtory and vague attachment 
to her^ and that (he ihould ke Hareuurt 
no morer 
« Violwit in llcf paflJoas, the mortifica-i 

don. 
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tioiif tbe:mtr«y thia* idcaanfliflxdy was too 
imich for her i and in a fiidden fit of en^ 
thttfiafia,. ther of&piqng rather of difappoint- 
mcnt than of piety,, (he put herfclf into the 
hands cfartfot priefts,. who pcrfuadcd her 
that, her falvatson could no other wife be 
fecuredythan by renouncing for ever the 
wicked heretic who had feduccd her, giving? 
alli (he poflbfled to a^ convent, and takir^ 
the veil. The money and jewek fhe had of 
her omi were confiderabib enough to 
tempt the avarice of thefe people; and 
having once pofiefled themfelvcs of the 
coofideQce of the «fair reludtanc penitent, 
they at length prevailed upon her to fend 
from her even the child on whom Ihe 
4oated| and of whom one of the prieft» 
undertook the charge, and boarded it in a 
remote convent jwhile the unhappy mother, 
calculated neither by tcnhper or habit for 
the life (he was i^ow thrown into, lingered 
yet a few months, and then died, leaving 
Vidorine, then about fourteen months 
old, to the mercy of the perfons who had 

torn 
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corn the infant from her bofem, and per-* 
fiiaded the wretched parent it was a crime 
eVen to wiOi to fee thia innocent creature^ 
and to bleis her in her laft oioments. . i 
\ <* She wrote however a Ihort billet ta 
Haroourtj which was probably never deli-f 
vered ; and to ^er father, Don Julian, who 
in^confeiiueDce of receiving it, ordered the 
child a fmall penfion for ks fupport, and 
gave a. large endowment to the convent 
where his* once loved, but renounced Air* 
thonietta, expired. 

. ** Viftorine was long fupported by the 
penfion — fo long indeed as to become old 
enough to enquire into and to gather froon 
her mother's papers, .which were among 
her cloaths, and from a female negro fcr« 
vant who had attended her mother, and 
was yet about her, all the particulars 1 
have related. At length however the pen- 
fion paid by her grandfather fuddcnly 
ceafed. He was dead. His nephew fuc- 
ceeded to his fortune ; and the deferted 
Vidorine was left without rcfource, unkfs 

Ihe 
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flie imnid bewincd dSrcrraitt in thendM 
grom hooft wtmr flae liim, iareugbt U|u 
$hi wrate. t0 her £»ilierv Mr. Har9QUff^ 
but hai noraofiver;.. la a£l :li&^eKhQiod« bfifi 
kttecs never «i£re fiant; aad Jkiv^ difir cfe of 
€iKb4wid|( fiod cmfoctsnatsi youngs crcftt 
cura <;osld Qnlf b^ eqiiaUad by.tbe ^tit9># 
oefe of' tkat kisfiMhf with «dbkk .Ibofekt 
bar qiiBfoitunts. Itr> tlie fanic: jcont^fiti. 
iverr eduoaoedj the itms^ datngluir^ o£ n 
flBBSchantot Aascdnn^: dicy -had camcranM^ 
fome degree of affeflion fiar the. debiam 
erpharD; ^&od ^cev^iJtod «n nheir father^, 
iphofe notions were foiB^^fivhat enkfged bji 
cx»mnicitca)^ to ftiftp them to invite h«9 
W>cheir houfe when th^y rf turned home* 
If he«e, as I was at Barcelom 6»ne weeks^. 
I few this lovdy girl>^ living as a d«* 
pendant, and not always kindly treafodi 
Thd Spanith merchant, to -difplay bis o^n 
genero6ty and libefi^lity, related tp ^VM 
fymc pans of her hiftoryj I found thai 
her father wa9 aniEngliftnaan, and wi^ 
a degree of Qivxotifai for which yo^wiH 

laugh 
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laugh at me, I fancied I could afiift her 
applications to him for fupport. On cbi« 
fubjeft we had frequentconvtrfations; and 
her beauty, her underftanding, (which is 

of the firft rank, though fhe has beeo 

* 

brought up in ignorance) her ianpcence> 
and her calamities, all conduced toinipajne 
me with the moft violent paffioij for her : 
but native dignity and prudence defended 
her from all the artful means that paffion 
iofpired to obtain herconfent to go with 
me to England \ trUai:' length finding my^ 
felf or* fancying myfelf unable to live witlv 
out her, we were married by a Spafiilh 
prieft according to the rites of her reli- 
gion, and fat out together acrols France 
for Calais ; where I was prevailed upon by 
an old brother officer, whom I tmt there, 
(waiting for his wife and daughters, wh(> 
were coming from the South of France,} 
to leave her in his care, and reconnoitre 
my fituation in England a litck, before I 
expofed her to the incoiiveniences to which 
be knew I fhould too probabfy be Hablq» 

I was 
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I was to take a lodging for her, and write 
to her ar Calais. I did ib; and fanguinely 
fancied that I conld conceal my being in 
England equally from my father and hiy 
creditors^ t\\\ fome method could be found, 
though I knew not what, to fettle my 
affairs. How I was deceived, my dear 
Charles^ and all the diftrefTmg feque), 1 
need not repeat.*' 

Montgomery had lift^ncd attentively to 

this narrative. *5 Well, my dear Harry,** 

fatd'he, when his friend had concluded rt, 

•• there is nothing to be fatd to all thfs 

but that we muft either conctal the matv 

fer wholly from your father, or manage 

to to inform of it as to foften the fliock it 

may give him. I will attempt for you 

either the one or the other; not the 

Icfs willingly becaufe I fufpeft that your 

Viftorine is a relation of my own.'*^ 

** Of your's ? How do you mean?/*' 

** Why fome parts of my genealogy, 

liighJy -as I value myfelf on my fkmBfs, 

are 
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are a litc]e awkward. My maternal grand^ 
mother, after (he became the;widc)W of 
one^f the-. family of Dopglas, who was 
my mother's father, lived titzny years with 
one of the Lord Pcvenfcys; the.: elder 
brother of him who ftill enjoys the title: 
by him (be wa3 the mothei" of two fon% 
who bore the family name of . Harcourti 
and to each of whoim he gave ten (hoiH 
fand pounds. They boch.went into the 
. army. The younger dieid in conlequeQce 
of wounds received H the Havanxiah, an4 
the elder is certainly Khe Mr. Harcoun 
to whom your Spanilh fair one Owes 
ber birth; fo chat &e is,, you fee, my 
coufin.'* 

** Oh God!" exclaimed .Chcfterville, 
in a tranfport, ^^ is it poflible ?• Perhaps 
then, my deaf, . dear Charles^ yoa caft 
help me in applying to ber* father. A 
new ray of hope«-«of hope the moft . itat^ 
teringtto my imagination, darts upon me 
from this moft foftunate difcovery. B6 
yvir'ever hear from Harcourc? are you 

in 
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m haibiit of fmncMhip and. oonaeffondciice 
nitli him?" 

^^ k is now, I thinlv near two yean 
fiiKSC my qiocher laft heard from hko; 
He then mentioned that his fan was 
ibficitons fQ.c^me to England, and that 
he beKeved he ftiould himfelf accbm* 
pany him. My motjter, as I recoIfaBft, 
itmnediateiy smAvered hk totter ; and bsLB 
often expreflM her fi^irprnfe that fl)e iiaa 
Mt (tnee beard of hita*: yet (he ob« 
fet««ed tJW« if He 'Welte 'dca4 the deceafo 
Af a man -dF 'fa krge a ppoperty would 
be kno«m, oT'if Jie fa^d arrived in £ng<^ 
I^nd .file (ho^ld ceitaioiy: have heand ^ 
him. For thefc reafons we have con^ 
Qludedtbai^our having no letters from. 
him was die eife6t: irufrdJy. of thatindcin 
Iciui dJfppQeibn which grovps Da die yiharr 
hkanrs of *che viropics^ plimatea wJboii 
riiey haw paflfed the .meridiaa of life*^ 

^ Well, but; yott Vili wnite to him- 
for tne^ JwilL yoo aoc^ and forward to. 

htnfef' 
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Mm ti kucr df itiiiic raond t)f jiis ^dough* 

and prevail on my mother to.temfara 
and acknowledge her niece; nay I am 
perfuaded (he will want no entreaties of 
mine; for to a mind the noblefl: and mod 
generous that ever was poflefled by 
woman^ fhe adds the tendered recollec- 
tion of her brother^ and has a thou- 
fand times lamented that their deftinies 
had thrown them fo far from each 
other.** 

After fome farther converfation, it was> 
agreed that Montgomery (hould perfuade 
Colonel Chefterville and his daughter 
not to vifit the prifon that day, under 
pretence that ic was too much for them 
all, and that it was neceflary for young 
Chefterville to be left alone to coUedt 
his thoughts and tranquillize his mind : 
then, being fecure that they would 
not be with Chefterville that day, Mont- 
gomery 
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gomeiy was to conduft Vidorine to her 
huiband ; and this being arranged, he went 
from the priibn to the lodgings of the 
Cdond. 



CHAP- 
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N his entering the little fitting room, 
he was ftruck with the figure of Ethelinde 
at a table, on which (he leant, the arm that 
fupported her head. Her face. , wasj pale ; 
terror and anguifli were imprefled on it* 
Montgomery haftening to her, (he took 
his hand and faid, burfting into tears-" Oh ! 
my dear friend! my father is fo ill— fo 
very ill !" 

^* How ! when !'* cried the alarmed 
Montgomery. *^ They told me when I 
called this morning, he was pretty well/' 

" 1 thought him fo when firfti fawhim, 
and therefore fent that meflfage to your 
enquiry. He had fome quiet fleep during 
the night ; he w^s able to eat a little at 
brcakfaft ; and he fpoke calmly. The apo- 
thecary who vifited him thought him with- 
out fever, and I began to hope another 

night's 



night's reft would quite reftore him. But 
I fear'* — (and Ihe iighed from the bottom 
of her heart) — ^* I fear indeed I ^as^ too 
fanguine ; for about two hours ago> he at<- 
tempted to write a letter^ which he £dkl 
was on poor Harry^s afiaks ; 1 entreated 
him not to do it leaft it (hould fatigue him ; 
he anfwered— Alas I my Erhy, no time is 
to be loft.— Let me then write it Sir ?— No, 
repfied he moumfully, it mtift be in my 
ovmharrd. Hefiit down, and began his 
letter ; but after he had written a Ime or 
two I faw the mtrfcles of his fece working ; 
his eyes filled with tears ; a deep gnoan 
feemcd to iffoe fix>m the bottom tjf his 
heart; and he threw away the pen. " I 
cannot write,** faid he, in a voice broken 
by agony*— *^ 1 cannot fdlkit thefe people 
for pecuniary help. I am heart ftruck ■« 
end why fltouH 1 flruggle againft deftiny ? 
why not rather fobmit to it like a man, 
than poorly -cringe for a remedy to thofe 
i defpife and by whom perhaps I may be 
contemptooufly refofed.^ 

*^ Dear 
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*' Dear Sir," cried I, approaching him, 
give up for the prefcnt every application 
but to Sir Edward Newenden, I was 
going on, when he fuddenly ftopped me— 

* Ethelinde,* faid he, in a voice of Icfs 
tendernefs than he ufually fpeaks to me— 

• Ethelindel— (hall it be faid that to the 
exigencies of my unworthy fon, I have 
facrificed the honour of my daughter ? 
Never ! Let him — Let us all perifh firft 1* 
The tears and fobs of Ethelinde now im- 
peded her utterance ; but (he tried however 
to conquer them, and went on. 

^* I told my father that nobody would 
fay or think of the odious compromi(e at 
which he hinted but the bafe and worth- 
lefs, whom it was abfurd to fear. He 
•gave me very little anfwer ; only faid, with 
more mildnefs, that he would not apply to 
Sir Edward ; that he knew not what to do 2 
then he put his hand to his head ; com- 
plained that it ached, and that he was very 
^old. I defired him to lie down, and he 
Xaid languidly that he was bed on liis bed. 

VaL. IIL G I led 



I led him tok; he ftili compbined of the 
cold, wd defired me to cover him with 
his great coat. When I had done it, and 
drawn ihe ciutains round him, I defired to 
fetch him a glais of warm wine and waters 
he drank it ; thanked me ; gave me back 
idie glafs; and then catching my oth^ 
band, he fell into an agony of tears fo ter^^* 
rifying, that I, ahnofl: deprived. of my 
(enfes, befought him to kt me fend for a 
phyfician. ^ A j^yfician, my angel !' cried 
he with a convulfive kind of laugh—* No^ 
no, I have no money for phyficians ; be^ 
fides tbiy cannot cure a broken heart. 
Send therefore for no phyfician ; but leave 
jne— leave me now ; I (hall be more com* 
pofed prefently, and will try to ileep. 
X)on't come in till Montgomery comes; 
and then awaken me, as I want to fpeak to 
him/ 

*' I^e held my hand a moment or two 
longer ; his tears icemed to have relieved 
him^ he grew more quiet; smd again 

faying 



faying he thought he could |[ie<^, ba^eioe 
await your arrival in th» room.** 

« Well, my deareft Etbeiinde,'* faid 
Montgomery, attemptirig tejiderly to cpn«if 
fole her, ^' what is there in thi; diat ihould 
fo extremely alarm you f All that you 
have dedbrihsd is merely the effe£): of vex- 
ation ai^d uneafinefs. The firfi: (heck q£ 
hi$ ion's ^iMker^ your £uher has noL yet 
conquered : but in a few days he wijl ac- 
quire more flrength of mind ; we (hall 
' then fet jointly about the releafe of poor 
Hairy, and all will yet he well.*^ 

^ Don't attempt to deceive me MoiHt** 
gomery. Alas ! it is mSs^ca fcindne^w 
It will only lend new horrors to the fatal 
event which muft, oh Qodl--^hi€h will 
happen ! My £sither cannot loog furvive 
this dread&l ftrx>^e ; his beafft ih I really 
believe, brc^en ; I fee it ifi his Igoks^ I 
hear it in his voioe, I feel it in hi§ in^nn^r, 
in his fentimencs, in his folicitude fpr iDfil 
Oh ! Montgomery ! ever finice ilus dresKl- 
ful conviaion has overwhelmed my mind, 

G 2 it 
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it has been my earneft prayer toheaveh 
that I may die too ! " ; 

^* You !die !^' cried Montgomery, whom 
the very idea had almoft robbed of his 
fenfes* — *^ You die ! Ibvelieft, d^areft, moft 
angelic of human beings ! Ah ! no ! yoti 
will live, my Ethelinde will live to cherifh 
the declining years of her father, and . to 
blefs her devoted, her adoring Montgo- 
mery." 

As he uttered thefe words he threw him- 
felf on his knees before her, and wildly 
kiffed her hands. She attempted not to 
take them from' him; but foftened by- 
grief foi" her father, and gratitude and love 
for him, (he wept over him, and was 
roufed only by the found of fomebody 
coming up ftairs, from indulging the de- 
lirium of tendernefs, as pure as it was ar- 
dent. The entrance of the apothecary, 
whom Ethelinde had a little before feht 
for, obliged theiii both to recolledt them- 
fclves ,• and (he went into her father's room, 

to 
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to inform him of his arrival and that Mr- 
Montgomery was alfo there. 

While (he was gone Montgomery afked 
the apothecary his opinion of his patients 
" My opinion is, Sir," faid he, " that the 
gentleman is in a bad way; but to be 
honeft with you, medicine can do little 
for his relief; the complaint is lefs indifpor- 
iition of body than mind, or at leaft the 
latter is the effeft of the f 3rmer. 

This by no means ferved to appeafe the 
anxiety of Montgomery ; and the account 
the apothecary gave on his return from the 
Colonel, encreafed it* He now haftened 
to the chamber bimfclf, and approached 
the bed, where Chefterville held out to 
him his dry. and burning hand. — *^ My 
dear friend," faid he, as Montgomery took 
it, *• I am obliged to you for coming ; 
bm ther^ feems to be no end either to my 
mifery or to your goodnefs. I have much 
to f^y to you V^ 

^ " Dear Sir!" cried Montgomery, ftart*- 
led at th^ conditipn of the hand he had 
. - G 3 taken^ 
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taken—** let vts, I beg of yoti, tdk of 
nothing now but of getting y6u well again.** 

** And do you know how that is to be 
done while my mind is in tortures. My 
dear young friend^ if 1 could Gommunicat^ 
to you— but words cannot do k-i-a Ay j>ait 
of my fcelings--of the fenfdtion I have 
here,** (putting his hand to his heart) 
•* you Would know the folly of attempting 
to live by recourfe to common, or indeed 
to any remedies ; you would be convinced 
that I ought rather to ufe the fmall remain-- 
der of my days in thinking of the future 
welfare of her who gave life its only con- 
folation, and to part from whom lend^ to 
death its only terror/' 

Montgon>€ry now attempted to reafoa 
him out of his prepofleffion ; but without 
cfFedt ; for though, by degrees he fpoko^ 
with more compofurc and cheajrfulneft, the 
idea of his fpeedy diflblution ieemed ta 
remain in its full force. Ht fpokd muck 
of the irremediable misfortunes of his fon^ 
a,nd with yet more folicitude of die fitua* 
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tion of Ethefinde. Montgomery with an 
aching heart endeavoured in regard to the 
former to infpire the unhappy- faiher with 
hopes he was himfelf far from feeling ; and 
rfEthelinde he faid— " Deareft Sir, dif- 
quiet not thias your fpirits, but believe that 
while I exift my life is her$v 1 am, it is 
true, .without fortune ; poffibly I may never 
poflefs one worthy of your daughter ; but 
I have youth, health and ftrength, and I 
Oiould glory in exerting them in the pro- 
teftion and fupport of that angelic creature, 
whether (he deigns, by giving me her 
hand.,, to render me the happieft of humaa 
beings, or judging me unworthy of luch 
exalted felicity> will only allow me the pri- 
vilege of being coafidered as her guardian 
and her brother*** 

Cheftervillc wrung his hands* " Oh 
generous and excellent young man V* cried 
he in a faint voice, for his fpirifs were al-^ 
moft exhauftcd-— ^'* Etbelinde muft be 
yours, for you alone c^n deferve hen 
vWitk fuch a friend, fuck an huiband,ihe 

Q 4. cannott 
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cannot be unhappy, however humble may 
be her fortune, and in leaving her to your 
protcdioD I (hall die with more tranquil- 
lity/* 

Montgomery, elevated to rapture, yet 
melting into tears, could no otherwife 
znCwer this than by kifling the hand of 
him who had pronounced, in this fentence, 
a bleffing upon him. After a moment's 
paufe, however, he recovered voice enough 
to fay— •** Sacred be the delightful truft! 
for dear, more dear than my exiftence, 
will be the pledge of your confidence !" — 
then finding he was himfelf unable to pro- 
ceed and that the converfation too deeply 
affedted his fuffering friend, he only added, 
^* But it is better not to fay nwre on fuch 
an inexhauftible topic for my gratitude, at 
this time^ Dear Sir, for the fake of her 
whofe guide and guardian you muft ftilL 
be, even when you have given her to the 
happy Montgomery; of her, to whofe 
happinefs, to whofe tendernefs, your life 
is. fg. oeceffary i yield not, I befeech yoy, 

ta 
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to thefe gloomy thoughts ; but by refifting 
conquer them, and let us rejoice in your, 
returning health/* Chefterville only (hook 
his head .and faid — " It will not do, my^ 
dear Montgomery, believe mC: it wilL 
notr* . 

Montgomery then promifiiig to fee him 
again before night, left him; and though; 
he knew his prefence was anxioufly ex- 
pected by Vidtorine, he could not forbear 
remaining a moment wirii Ethelinde — a 
moment the moll delicious he ever paffedl 
He related to her what her father had faid ; . 
and fanftioned. by fuch authority,.fhe fcni- 
pled not, in the tendereft accents, mingled 
with tears, to avow to him all the foftnefs; 
of an heart which doated on him with an: 
affeftion equal. to his own.. Montgomery, , 
too happy to attend to reafon, then prefled . 
her to. an immediate marriage.—" Where- 
fore (hould it be delayed, . my deareft loye, . 
>yhen Qur union would, not only blefs your 
Montgomery but would tranquillize the: 
laft hours of your dear — I fear I muft fay, 

G 5 ypurr 
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jour dying father. He ha$ told me that 
if he fees you mine, his heart ia regard to 
you win be at eafe^'* 

•« Ah ! Montgomery !** cried the weep- 
ing Ethelinde, *♦ and caa you urge me ta 
marry while my heart is burftiiig wkh 
agony ? would you have the firft hours of 
our union embittered by fear and diftrac- 
tiofi for a life fo beloved ; and Ihall out 
Hijpuals, and the futteral of hirfi who gavi^ 
me being, be kept together ^* 

** In any other fituation,** faid Mont- 
gomery, ** 1 Ihould not indeed urge it ? 

but *' 

Ethelinde had now recovered more re^ 
colleftion and prelence of mind,^ and in- 
terrupting him, (he faid — *' Montgomeryy 
I have fhewn you the weakhcfs of my foul ;. 
let me now convince you that it has, if 
not much, yet fome ftrength to combat 
againft itfelf : that I love you—fondly and 
truly love you— 1 have with too little cau- 
tion perhapst acknowledged : 1 do nof, 
however, regret it, perfuaded jis I am that 

I (hall 
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t (ball never repent any confidence I plkcd 
i^ you** But fortialiate as I (hould think, 
myfelf ia becoming your wife in any con- 
dition of tife, (hovi^ever inferior fuch con<^ 
dkion may be to that in which we were- 
both born,) yet I muft not think, of myfelf 
but of you J and I mufl enquire whether it 
will be indeed a proof of that tender love 
I b*ar you, to bripg to your arms only 
iiidigen&e and mit^oruine, and to blafl the 
brilliant promifes and profpefts of ypur 
yoUth,. by lAiiting you to the forrows and. 
burthcning youi with the calamities that 
are overwhelming my family/*' 

** Gracious God !'' exclaimed Montgo- 
mery, with all the enthufiafm. of pafiion,. 
^ Gracious God ! is it pofEble that you. 
ton for Jt. moment fuppofe fuch unworthy 
confiderations can check the ardour of a. 
love like mine? Ah ? Ethelinde ! if you 
loved as I do*— you would know how poor 

in comparifon of it »" 

'• '* I believe it,*' faid Ethelinde, whofe 
tnind acquired firmnefs as (he felt herfelf 

right 
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riglit— *^ I believe you love. me r and 
without that perfuafion I could not, T think^ 
have lived till now. It is natural for you 
to fancy that in the fuccefs. of that love you 
will find all happinefs; but it is juft in 
me to reprefent to you, both for my fake 
and for your own, that the confequence of 
marriages made under fuch circumftances 
is too often mifery— mifery created by the 
tery tcndernefs which tlie parties retain, 
for each other.?' 

*^ Impoflible !^' cried the impetuous 
Montgomery,. *^ that it can be fo in my 
cafe! To be the hufband— the beloved 
huibandof.my Ethelinde! — what evil can 
reach the man who (hall be io exalted 
above the reft of his fpecies f 

•* The evil, my dear friend^ of feeing 
her you love in poverty, in misfortune-*-'* = 

" But my heaMi and ftrength will be 
exerted to avert that poverty, to guard hex 
againft thofe misfortunes." 

'* And do you think then that I coi?ld 
bear to fee ' Montgomery, the" defccndaru 

of 
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offo many heroes-^himfelf the worthiefti 
themqft truly noble of his race — degraded 
for my (ake to the abjedt condition of la.- 
bouring,for brcad^, or humbling himfelf to 
tjic drudgery of a mechanic? No, my 
4ear Charles,, (added (he^ her tears now 
refofing to be reftraincd) no !: I can part. 
from you-^I tJbini 1. can part from you;, 
at Ijeaft I am. furc I can die— But to give. 
.ypu,.infteadof ablefiing, only a. burthen,, 
and to entail wretchednefs,on a. lifei which* 
may otherwife be the boaft of your family 
and the glory of your country.? — Never !: 
never can we he. united unlefs our deftinies^ 
amend— and. of that there. is no.prpfped;!! 
We will,, at leaft I bope. we (hall, ftill re- 
main the tendereft of friends^ — but never, 
thinlcof marrying,?'' 

Montgpmery, charmed by^ her genuine* 
tendernefs, yet alarmed by, the, firmnefs o£: 
her manner,, while the excefs-of his paflion. 
would not fuffer him. to aitendto the juftice 
of her obje&ions, now renewed his iuppli- 
caiions;. but (he would not. either giv\e 

him? 
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him a promife to hzme their early marttage 
to her fiither, or aUc>w him to preis it tt 
their ilcxt interview ; aftd fciding her at 
Ifength faint and overcome by ftttrggKng^ 
at once againft her own afledioh and hb 
Teheihence, he left her, thurging her t6^ 
take care of an health fo precious to him,, 
wnd gently yet with ttaf s reproaching her 
A>r the coHnefi and calmneft with whichi 
fhe repteifed the moft violent and tender 
paflion that evct gidwed in a heart of f^n- 
fibility for die moft perfei^ work ot heaven.. 
He dien went to the left difcreet and: 
yet more unfoitunate young creature \vh6^» 
•had> with lefs confidcration,, united het 
deftiny to that of the- poor prifoner; and 
2S he purfued his Way, refleftion on their 
condition brought the truth and juftice o£ 
'What Ethclinde had faid on the probable 
inconvenience of fuch ^ marriage fnii iti 
his view; "What will become of them ^^^ 
Taid he as he recolkftcd their fituation-i* 
^ They have no money for thdr daily: 
fii££ort, and 1* am afraid the poor Colontfl 
• * Willi 



win foffer from a defkkntj tot himi^If ami 
Ethelindcy if his iUneft lafb long, fa the 
ftate he is now in, I cannot difclofe to Kmi 
the marriage (rf his fon ; yet how ia hift> 
wife, poor yotmg creature^ to be fxxp^ 
ported ? and what will they do ? to wtionGb 
can I appty, or what remedy can 1 admi<^ 
ftifter t a their neceflities ?'' Before hi^aflbtve* 
and generous mind htid foMivi any refoufc*! 
for them^ he ^crritcd at t4ie Ibdgings of 
Viftorine j, whb, as it was now b^weeni 
three and four o'clock in the afiefnooni, 
had long fince given- up att hopes of feeiog, 
him, and had abandoned herfelf t& tibe 
emotions of horror andl deCpair, wWch fy&EA\ 
the vivacity of her fpirit (he felt with uttf 
common: violence. It was with^ diffitishy 
he could calm her enou^ to venture td^. 
take her out, fo extremely had (he beeAi 
agitated; at length however he led her 
down ftairs in order to put her into aii? 
hackney coach, when they were met ift, 
the paflage by the kndlady. 

5* YouF fervanti Gaptaip/' cricrf fh0» 

dropping, 



(dropping him an half curtfey ; ^' fo the 
lady is going out I find ?'* 

^* Yes, Madam/* anfwcred Montgo^ 
mery; fomewhat furprifed^— *' Have you 
any commands for her or me ?" 

^* Why as to diat; Captain, I likes for 
my part tofpeak plain and above board i 
and the long and the (hort of the matter 
is this : this here young farringner may be, 
for all I knozas 1 am {urCy z,parf on, of credit 
and that, or fliemay not be. \ fiands a 
\kilc pafiickUr on the credit of my ous and 
doesfCt much care toavi lodgers as heent of 
carreurs fo I flhould be. obliged to you, 
(Captain,, to inform me whether Qie is your 
lady indeed ; or if fo be you. would ac- 
quaint me wher^e I may make enquiration 
after yowvfrinds or berrty it would come to 
the fame thing.*' 

Montgomery, without perfeftly under^ 
{landing the language in which this har 
rangue was delivered from the fine pow- 
dered, curled and bedizened figure before 
£a£Sb ytt.€Otn|)re!iended that it meant to 

expi^fs 
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ej^prefs doubts of the fafety of the. money 
ftie was to receive for the board and lodg- 
ing of his defolate charge. He (hould not, 
he thought, do away thefe doubts by nam- 
ing the King's Bench prifon as the refidence 
of her hufband ; and hardly knowing what 
anfwer to give, he faid ■ ■ ^* I thought; 
Madam>. the perfon who took your lodg- 
ings for this lady fatisfied you in all thofe 
particulars/* 

•^ No fuch thing though) Sir,'* anfwered 
the landlady, whofe countenance expreffed 
yet more, difpleafure — ^* and I don't think 
proper to go on no longer without a little 
fort of fatisfaftion." 

** Well Madam, what fatisfadion dp 
you expeft ?" 

" ,Why, Sir, what I ufually has in thefe 
here cafes, where I take ftrangers and that 
as k^cnt recommended by my ov/n f rinds ^ 
is B, vfcck's arnefi ; and Mifs have beeq. 
here i»pw a matter of five days at board, 
4.nd have had the beft.of every thing; and 
you know 1 have feen none of h^ moni^ 
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yet ; ahd if 1 goes to fpeak to her die feHs 3 
crying ; fo this morning thinks I FlI get 
Mr. Grinly, our lodger up two pair of 
flairs, to fpeak to her, being he can psrler 
nums and that; but when he began for to 
qtieftion her tipyon who (he was and fo, fhe 
never fo much aB anfwered him gbod, bad, 
or indifferent, but fell a crying all one as 
when I fpoke to her myfelf, and ran away 
like a crazy body and locked herfelf inta 
her own room." 

- ** Well Madam," faid Montgomery, 
who now began to fee that it would not be 
fafe or proper to let Vidorine remain with 
Hich a wonian, ** I believe the moft fatis- 
fadlory method for us both will be for me 
to pay you now for the week*s lodging and 
for the board, and to feek another abode 
for the lady." 

" As you like, Sir. To be fore I fhould 
be glad to be paid J and as to my lodgings,. 
I've never no fear of not letting them to 
^people of quality and that, being that 

they "' 

Mont^ 
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' M6tft^0Thtry, dreading A fleW Wrttht of 
impertinence^ then enquired ivkh fomcr 
knpfttience whether he might go into the 
parlour to fettle t)ie account; ind being 
fhewn in by the landlady, he defired her 
to take i. pen and ink and make it out^ 
This (he inftantly did ; charging two gtii- 
fteas for the lodgings, two more for the 
board of the poor languid young creature^ 
who had hardly eateif a morfel of any 
thing but bread during her ftay; and 
having by other articles run up the whole 
amount to five guineas, (he delivered it 
with a fmirk to Montgom^ery ; who, though * 
convinced of the extortion, would noft 
wrangle about it, but threw down five out 
of eleven guineas he had in his pocket i 
and then alEfting Viftorine, who under* 
ftood nothing of what had pafled, into the 
hackney coach,, he ordered it to drive to. 
Black Friars Bridge, not chufing the in^ 
quiiitive and unfeeling woman; (who or*t 
4ercd her ra^id to bring down Mifs'* box) 

9mm 
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fbojuld hear whither he was going to con- 

4uft his unhappy charge. 

Though his temper was fomewhat ruffled 
by the bw4iaviour of this woman, he pre- 
sently conquered his vexation ; and though 
he knew not what in the world he could 
do with Vi6torinc, he exerted himfelf to 
comfort and reaflure her : in which he 
Succeeded beyond his hopes ; for depend- 
ing now on foon feeing Chefterville, and 
totally unconfcious of the deplorable fitu- 
ation they werp both in, her fine eyes re- 
alTamed their dazzlino- ludre: a fmile was 
reftored to her bfjautiful mouth ; and 
Montgomery, who now perceived thofe 
charms which the agitation of her mind 
and the fatigue (lie had fufFercd had at 
their firft interview in a great meafure^ con- 
cealed, acknowledged that only Etheiinde 
had more pisrfoaal beauty than Vidtorine. 
Of her mental perfections he could not 
judge, though be fpoke the French and 
Spanifn well enough to converfe with h^r 
cafily in either language; becaufe her 

mind 
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mind had never for a moment been at eafe, 
and (he appeared befides to be fo very 
young, (not more he thought than fif- 
teen) that he could form no fair eftimatc 
of her underftanding. - . - 
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HILE Montgomery was thus oc- 
cupied in the fervicc of the younger Chcf- 
cerville, his fiiter, who yet knew not half 
the merit of that noble minded young 
manj was overwhelmed by inquietude for 
her father and by her love for him, which 
(he was more and more convinced (he 
ought not to indulge at the ri(k of involv- 
ing him in the ruin of her family. A 
itrange ftupor feemed at times to take 
from the unhappy father the acute fenfe 
of his fuflFcrings. He no longer com- 
plained of his fon, no longer reproached 
himfelf ; but for the moft part took in 
filence the medicines or nouri(hmencs of- 
fered to him by Ethelinde ; and with a 
melancholy fmile fometimes kifiPed her 
hand as fhe adminiftered them, and fome- 
times a tear ftole (lowly down his cheek 

as 
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as his eyes followed her wh^n ^ leff 
his bed fide. Feeling himlelf altogethef 
unable tovifit his fon that evening, at^il 
tittle dre^m'uig how diftrefllng hj$ pr^e* 
fence would have been if be ^oum^av^ 
gone^ he laid to Etbelinde that h^ wgs 
unhappy that neither of them cauld fee 
hinoy and in perpetual anxiety leaft he 
ihould relapfe into the (late of wild defpair 
in which they had before beheld him^ 
Ethelinde comforted him with aiTur^mres 
that Montgomery had reprefeot^d her 
brother as much calmer and more reafona- 
Ue, and for that night he became tolera^ 
Wy eafy. 

The next day, and again the next, pafled 
jiearly in the fame maooen Colonel 
Chefterville, without much encreafe of 
.bodily cpmplaifit, was Anking gradually 
yoder his anxiety of mind ; and itijl pre- 
ferred the eafe he otbuined in his bed, 
^d the fplitude of his bed chamber^ to 
.the effort which in the preferice of his 
daughter he thought himlelf compelled 

to 
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to mtke^ diait he might conceal from lier 
the rapid progrefs of that internal decay 
he was himfelf fenfible of; ftill Iblkitous^ 
though he. knew he muft die, to fpare h^ 
as long as he could^ the conviction that 
he was dying. During thefe two days; 
Montgomery, occupied in finding an at- 
torney to undertake the management of 
young Chefterville's affairs with his ere* 
ditors, or in expedients to raife money 
for the fupport of him and of his wife, 
only called twice a day on Colonel Chef- 
terville ; who was, as well as Ethelinde, 
yet ignorant that he had left Mr; Royfton^ 
and had fixed himfelf in their neighbour* 
hood. In the mean time, as the young 
men were too certain that Colonel Chefter- 
ville could not himfelf vifit the confine- 
ment of his fon, and that Ethelinde would 
not, without the efcort of Montgomery, 
which he forbore to offer, Viftorine re- 
mained with her hulband, too happy to 
be with him even in a prifon^ and carelefs 

of 
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cif the future while (he poffeftd the pre« 
lent felicity of being reftored to fiitn. 

As fome minds^ however acute their 
ftelings may have been early in life^ be* 
come by degrees fubdued to the moft 
humiliating fituations, and feem hardly 
confcious of calamities which once ap« 
peared too terrible to be a moment en- 
dured, fo there are others which fink with- 
out, a ftruggle, and lofe in defpondency 
the power of refiftance. Of this clafs was 
the fpirit of the unfortunate Colonel 
Chefterville. He had fuftained indeed the 
beginning of his misfortunes with ibme 
degree of fortitude; had now foftened 
them by hope, now fought a tranfient re- 
lief againfl: their recolledion by the dan- 
gerous but (educing amufement to which 
he was addided^— but the moment he 
believed the condition of his fon icre^ 
trievable, his courage forfaok him; and 
having caft one fearfal glance on the pdf* 
(ibilities of refource from his elder bro« 
ther and firom Sir Edward Newctideni 

Vol. Ill, H ht 
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he found^ as he believed^ that all failed 
him; there was only to linger through 
life under fuch circumftances as his 'pride 
and his aSedion rendered equally infup^ 
portable, or to quit it; to do the BvA. 
he found impoflibIe> and he now prepared 
himfclf to die. 

On the third of the vifits which Mcmt^ 
gomery made to him and his daughter, 
he fancied that he faw in him a ipore 
threatening change than he had before 
perceived : his eyes were funk and hollow, 
his forehead and temples tenfe and of a 
deadly fallownefs, and his voice was weak 
and tremulous. When Ethelinde for a 
moment left him, he faid) as he fat \n an 
cafy chair in the little dining room— 
*V Montgomery, I am going faft* I 
thought to have been .of fome u^ to poor 
Harry, but there will be no time for it ; 
I Ihall be rcleafcd by dejath from my trou- 
bles I My. poor boy nmft prgbably await 
the fame releafe from his pritbn." Mont- 
gomery was in no condition to anfwer him» 

and 
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and after a Ihbrt pav^e, to rccoVier' bt^ath, 
he went on— «« I did think of writing to 
rtiy brother j and I began a letter to him 
^hich I could not fioifli. He has a large 
and expenfive family. It may not be in 
Ws power^t may not be in his inclina- 
tion to affiftmy fon-, yet I have fpmetimes 
•been templed to try, becaufe I would not 
.willingly leave any thing undone; and he 
-may %, perhaps^ that I injure his family 
by not giving him an opportunity to ref- 
cue fo near a relation from the difgrace of 
a prifon ; yet upon the whole, \ believe it 
is better let alone." 

Montgomery, who had often wondered 
-that Jin application had not been • made 
to Lord Hawkhurft on behalf of his 
nephew, eagerly caught at this hint. 

«' Let me go to him, Sir; I befeech 

you dOi I am Jure if he knew Chefter- 

villc'S fituatibn he would interfei-e/ He is 

-retkdned a good naturfcd man-i-a man of 

honor and of feeling." 

♦• True, my good friend; but he has a 

H z wifci 



wife; a.wonvui fo imperious^ fo expen0i 
that my brother has no will of his owii» 
Bor any money, if. he had that will^ to 
employ in the aififtance of his friends i 
then he has, you know, . fix daughters*^ 
all brought up to expeA titles when tbcy 
marry, and a fon, the very Ion of fuchi^ 
aK)ther : (rom my unconquerable diflike.to 
her, and my brother's implicit obedienae^» 
we have long been on no other terms to- 
gether than that <^ conamon civility ; fhaU 
I now foUcit him for pecuniary afliftai^e ? 
Oh ! Montgomery, I cannot.'* 

«< Indeed, Sir, I mud take the liberty 
of thinking you wrong," faid Montgo- 
mery. He then urged fo many, reafons 
why the experiment ihould at leaft be 
made, that Colonel Chefterville at length 
' gave a relu&ant acquiefcence ^ and it was 
agreed that Montgomery 0iouiid the next 
morning wait on Lord Hawkhurft with a 
letter from his brother, and repreient the 
lituation of his nephew. This being de-» 
tcrmined upon, Montgoo^ery dq>arted, 

more 
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friofe wrtrched than ever from tKcS cncreaC^ 
Jftg forro^^ of his adored Ethelmde. He 
was too well convinced that her fiithcr 
could Hvc but a very few weeks ^ he 
doabted even whether a very 'days would 
riot 'put art end to his exiftence. Her 
brother was not only imprifoned, but from 
the enquiries made by the attorney whom 
he had employed for him, his affairs were 
even more defperate than his father had- 
knagined \ and He was without the means 
of fupporting bimfelf or the unfortunate 
young woman whom he had^ in his inv 
provident iove^ brought over to (hare and 
encreafe his misfonunes. • Montgomery 
himfclf had expended in his fervice more 
than half of all he could at prcfent com- 
mand, and he knew not where to have 
fecourfe for a fupply without diftrefling 
his mother, of which he could not fuftain 
the idea^ 

Such were the corrofivt reflexions which 
filled his mind, when in (he evening he 
ealkd at the coflfee houfe in the neighbour- 

H 3 hood 
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hood of Harfey ftrcct, where he had of* 
dered any Iccrers that came for him to 
Mr, Royfton's to be left. 

He found one from his mother, filled 
with the tendcreft folicitudc for Ethelinde, 
and hinting that if her fon could content 
himfelf to fliare, with the woman he loved, 
his mother's moderate income,. that mo- 
ther would embrace them both with trans- 
port, and be happy in thehappinefs of her 
fon. He kifled, in a tranfport of filial gra- 
titude, this teftimony* of his beloved pa- 
rent's true affcdion ; and without much 
curiofity for any thing clfe, he opened 
another letter, which to his great furprife 
ran thus : 

Dec. x8*Aj 17— * 

•* If you had not been always as infen-* 
fible as yOu are irrefiftibly chdrming, there 
would have been no occafion for me to 
have wrote what yoii muft have feen. Ah! 
Montgomery ! I little thought you fo cold.. 
You cannot fail to kngw who now ad*> 

dreiBes 
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drelTes you^ though you have been wil-^ . 
fully blind to a thoufand tender prco£s of 
my attachment. You muft want money. 
Accept of the enclofed; and let me at 
eleven o'clock to-morrow, at -^ in 

■* ftrcct, know that you are not dif- 
plcafed with this fmall proof of regard 
from her, who hopes there is no occafion 
for her to lign any other name than 

your devoted Friend. -* 

. In a piece of fUver paper enclofed. io 
fbia biliec was a bank note for five and 
twenty pounds \ which, as well as the 
letter itfelf, Montgomery contemplated for 
% moment in the ucmoft a(loni(hment. 
fie was fo little confcious of his own per- 
fonal atiraAions that he had not the lead: 
idea of having, been particularly noticed by 
an/ woman ; nor could he at all gUQfa 
who was fo well acquainted with . his occa^^ 
iion for money^ and fo liberal both of that 
aad of her charaden He puzzled himielf 
with conje&ures to no purpofe \ he thought 

H4 he 
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he had feme where fecn the hand ' wridng 
which there fcemed to have been no pains 
taken to difguife ; bat it was merely a con- 
fufed idea ; and he could fix on no perfon 
likely to have fent fuch a letter^ though 
his name both in it and on the diredion 
left him no reafon to fuppofe it could be 
intended for another. He was by no means 
difpofed to keep the appointment; but 
wearied himfelf with plans how he mighr 
return the preient, which he had deter- 
mined not to accept. Having however 
no talents for intrigtie, and his whole foul 
being occupied by his concern' for Ethe^ 
linde, he determined to confult young' 
Chefterville on this puzzling buGnefs, and 
returned to what only was near his heart, 
the relief of Ethelinde, and the execution 
of "^whdt he had now his motheA as well 
afr her father's confent to— their immediate 
tnarriage. He went that evening no more 
to vifit her ; but to the prifon ^f her bro* 
then/ vhere he related to him what he had 
done among the lawyers in the courfe of 

thq 
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the days deplored the encreafi^g Ulneft ^f 
the CpJiop^^.anci told him. the ffWg*^ 
men.t they had made for his going ,xi}^ 
next day to Lord Hawkhurft. Yo.ung 
Cheftervillc, who had now had time to 
refleft feriovifly on hi$ prefent ilLuatioot 
fcemed to hear him. with naore gratitude 
and with more attention than ufualj ai^d 
t9 feel with deeper concert), the fi^yation 
of his father j^ but Montgomery, thowgh 
he wiflied to make him feel keenly, which 
the vohtility of bis temper fometime^ pce-r 
yentedy by no means del^red.fo Goroufcthis 
fenfibtiity as to throw him iqto one oft 
thofe agof>ies pf frantic pailion m which he 
had once or twice feen him ; and therefore 
when he "had gently told him the word of 
all he ha4 iieard« and what ieetned ta^ 
offer foa)e profped of remedy^ he turned 
the converfatioo; and as yi£borfoe, twho^ 
fat with them, . knew, not Eoglilh ctootigh; 
to underftand them» he related tb^ circutp^^ 
ftance of the anonymous tetter^ and put ic 
iqca (^hefteryillc's hapds^. . i n, i. . ^ 

H5 ChcftcrvUle 
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ChefterviUe, having jread it with attciH 
tiofly returned it, and faid^ with a fnnile— 

upon my foul^ Charles, you are a liicky 
fellow. . How much did your inamorata 
enclofe to you ?** 

«• A bank note," anfwered he, *• of 
twenty five pounds ; which I want you to 
tell me how I can return," . - 

** Return !- why would you be fuch a 
devihfli fool as to return it?" 

« Certainly I will/' 

^ You will! And pray why fo?" 

^* Becaufe I dcteft a woman capable of 
a£^ing with fueh indelicate freedom ; and 
will neither meet her nor accept of her 
money,** 

** Hey deyl Mama's maxims I fee ftill 
iftick by you as if you had never moved our 
of* the nurfery. My' dear C^la^ks,' is it* 
|)o(fible Aich a handfome, fprightly felloW* 
4is thou art, can have more prudery than 
«n old maid, or more hypocrify than 'a 
parfon ?^ 
f I thiftk i haw neither^ Cheftervilte^ 

but 



THE RECLUSE QF'THEi tAKE. lg$ 

btit you, who know my heart is devaoted to 
your fiftcr, can you fuppofe I can give a 
thought to a woman ol intrigue, orfeeL 
for fueh a woman any thing but antipacKjt 
anddifguft?" 

** Ti tiim cii ty, ti dy di dum— -^very 
fine indeed ^ and as well faid as if you had 
taken it out of one- of ' our vfcntimental co- 
jnedies. Keep the money, dear Charles^ 
'be advifed by nne'; keep the money iffnd 
vifit the lady* How can you be io cruel 
' as to let fuch a loVing tender foul die fov 
you^ as I dare fay* (he will." ^ 

** Poohi*' cried/ Mohrgomerf, huit :iaie 
his lightoefs of : mind; '^^ I: afk; i80€f-fo« 
your advice about 'the lady^ 1 6niy' afk 
if you ^an tell me h^w-co return che mo^ 
,nry.'* -" . .: '. i i I 

" Iw^,*^ cried Chcfteri^llip, f ^j^'picdtlJd 
get oart)f this cuffed pkce, I would sgo 
to the dppcHntmetirfor you^^and { ^^ri &y 
. the generous fair one wopid i^e ib {^leaftd 
with my knight errantry, that, asr J lam 
ROt a tery iiglf ^rfetld^ tnyifclf, .1 ^liiituld 

have 
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have:* few bank notes ihawered : upod 



me." 



« This is fad trifling, Harry/' faid 
Montgomery ; *» and if your wife under- 
ilood you, which (he luckily does not^ 
would be worfe than trifling. Prythee^ 
ferious if ic be poflible; and fince.you 
either cannot or will not give me any help 
in this bu(inefs> let us drop it, and talk of 
your father. I do not wi(h to ihock but 
to prepare you ; be is fo ill that you ought 
indeed to be prepared for the worft/* - 

Chefterville was one of thofe cbara^era. 
whieh feel ncutely, but feel only for a 
moment •» and whofe temper, equally 
thoughtlefs and fanguine^ never confiders 
confequences, or defpairs of evading them. 
He now Ihed tears for his father, then 
ttfproached himfelf f^r baying been the 
origin of his illnefs ; now tried xo |>erfuade 
himfelf that he was not fo incurably ill as 
Montgpmery reprefeoced him, and then 
that his illnefs was the confequence not 
itf Td^ation, but of fome confljtutional 

decay* 
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dcmyc jMontgjDincryv whofe.g^erq^ 
heart felt for the inconfiderate and un- 
happy ion> as well ^ for the dyiiig fa« 
th^i watchfd with painful folici.tude ali 
diefe varying paOliona as they pafled thro* 
the boibfp and influenced the behavioiur 
p£ y<H|ng Chefterville* He wiihed thut 
the fcepe iwhich he nmuH inevitably pa& 
through might have it$ effeft in rcgu^ 
lapng his future life ^ but he could not 
Ithinjc without angqi(h of the terrors that 
muft embitter that life if his. mind, >as 
fm* ever haunted with the idea of hav« 
ing kiUcd his Either by the ,moj[t. dreadful 
pf deatbs-r4i broken heart. 
- The innocent Vidtorine^ wha. conipre^ 
hei)d^d .not why ihe was pr^v^ted fron> 
feeing th^ father . and this fi(^r,^ j^ ^ 
the mpft pathetic |ei[fn^ befpught -hei^ 
huiband to |et her go a^d , afiijEk Jt^i^ fif(er 
in : attending on hi?, i^^^ '\ 4^,1" 
cricyi Ap.mi ap^ofjxiia^pa ,bi;n!^cii 
F/encb ,^^c Spanifli,, whigh . (hc.rtac^^^ 
Domed : hcrfelf to, u^ 4:9 her . ^i^and^ 
? who 
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who underftood the latter imperfe£tl]r-«i 
*^ Alas ! I never knew my own father^ 
biTt indeed I (hall love your's ! and if 
he knows how much I always have loved 
you, he will let me be his daughter.^ 
Montgomery^ who knew thisit to hazard 
fuch a oifcovery would be to haften thd 
intvitable event he fo ^hiuch dreaded; 
fdothtd her into the relinquilhment of 
this projeft ; but agreed with yo«ng Cbd^ 

• 

terville that he would fettle with the 
Marihall of the ' prilbn fo as to get 
leave, with an attendant to guard him,, 
ihat 'he' might fee his father whenever 
the latter defired it; and having fur- 
irifhed his friend, who could net bear 
to alk the Colonel for money, with two 
guineas out of the five he had in his 
potket, he took his leave for the night, 
and retired to h\i own humble apar£^ 
merit extremely fatigued i yet forgetting 

f 

every inconvenience in the refi^^tion- that 
the day had bcienpalfed m the fervice of 

Etheliflde* . . ^ • 
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HE next day Colonel Chefterville 
grew ftill more languid*, and Ethelinde, 
cxceffively jalprmed^ wMfted impatiently the 
arrival afjMonigomefy, as Ihc now, un^x^ 
perienced as (he wasin iHnefs,fancted^tbar 
hfs end was^ rapidly approaching. Alini^ 
verfal tremor Teemed < frequently to feiac^ 
hini; his voice waaf hollow and- feeble i 
and he was fo weak as to be lial^ cki thtf 
leaft emotion to faint away. His rervfaht, 
an old foldier who had follow^d'him in ^i 
Hi's fortune*, and ^ho had frequently feerf 
the approach of death in its various form^ 
th'iughrit'now ntceffary^^td appri^ JEthfeJ^ 
linde of the imminent danger of his ^bc^ 
loved tnrffter; but this the honeft^vetcrhn, 
when it came ta the pointy • kricw' tit^t how 
;to i«t-about. He aclored his youn^iady. 
Hafwxo'ii1A'"he flidick %er. fittiated as iHp 

now 
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now was, by inteUigence fo facal.^ ^ I caif 
never do it/" fatd he, as he opened the door 
of the room where, ihe £it ; *^ I fliall kilt 
my dear young lady/' He looked at her, 
however^ a inoment in filence, and bis eyeflh. 
fined wkh tesHTs when he confidered bov 
i^eadkCi Ihe would be left. Ethelinde, 
who was at that momtnt fitting at the wii^ 
dom, which (he now and then opened ^. 
wat^h for the aj^pearance of Montgomery^ 
turned, fitddenly towards hun^ and per- 
ctivinghis agitation^ faid— '^ Obi PhiHp^ 
^hatistlie m^ucr? For God^ fake tell 
me! Is my father wcMfe?'' 
. V- Don't be /righteDed> Mifs/' laid the 
affectionate creature^ ^^ pray don't be 
firightened ; Mafter is not worfe^ I ^believe^ 
^tr— oh» Mif$» he is bad enough^ too bad;». 
Iff^y fqf eitbcrpf us to have mucjk hope- 
of. him." 

^ ' £the)inde^ whole foirits^ were now in » 
ftate to imet every evil half way, loftantly 
fancied that her . fatbec was dying \ and 
^S»n»ng 4croJ^ the joom^lhcwas opening 
*. **f thq 
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the door that led to his/ when Pliifip 
flopped her — " Oh ! dear Madam,^*^ied 
he, ** have patience— pray have patience* 
Indeed my matter is no worfe that I know 
of. i' left him a minute ago in a quiet fleep; 
bdt ihdeedj MifsEthy^ he is fadly changed 
within thefe laft two days 4 and I ho^fe*^-^ 
I hope I (hall not frighten you^ but indeed, 
indeed I am afraid he will not live man^ 
days more/' '^' 

. Etiielinde, now underftanding that Fliillp 
wifihed. rather to prepare** her fot fome fatf 
cataftrophe than to announce any tiding^'of 
lately encreafed illnefs, flopped and fat 
down; but as if (he had now underftood 
this fatal intelKgence for the firft time, fKe 
felHrito an agony of tears. • -' n 

" Oh !'' cried fhe, ^* where is Montgbi^ 
mery ? why comes he not to iuppbrt me 
nt this dreadful moment ; and without him 
how am 1 to. endure it?'** 

Philip attempted in vaifa to appeafi thtf 
violence of her forrow. « Ah ! Mifs," tridd' 
|itit ^' pray don^c tike oo fo; it docs pobc 

mailer 
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tx}B&tr no good ; on the contrary, Ym fure 
it would half break his gaUant heart if he 
knew it; and for that noble lad, young 
Montgomery, he deferves that you (hould 
take care of yourfelf that you may live to 
reward him." 

• The fimple eloquence of Philip, how* 
ever,.fcrvcd only to make Ethelinde weep 
the more; but the poor fellow, while he 
wept with her, thought more of vindicat- 
ing his own tears than of drying her's— 
" Yes, Mifs," continued he, « if ever there 
wasanother man as good as my poor mafter, 
•tii Mr. Montgomery. He's juft the fame 
confiderate, kind gentleman about fcrvants. 
Ycftcrday, as he went down, he met me at 
the ftairs foot—' Philip,' faid he, looking 
at me with a face full of concern, * Phi- 
lip, what do you think of your mafter ?^ 
Ah! Sir! faid I, ihaking my head, as who 
ihould fay I think bad enough of him« 

* Indeed,' cried hc^ for he underftood me, 
' he is indeed very ill ! Philip, I muft fend 
him' a phyfician ; and till I do, I. know the 

dear 
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^car young lady above ftairs and you 
will take all the care you* can' of himj 
but,' faid he, juft I was going to' anfwe!* 
him, * mcthinks you look ill yourfdf, niy 
old friead ; will you accept this from 
a man who loves a foldier much^ but si 
faithful fervant more ;* and, Mifs, he put 
a guinea into my hand. I would not have 
taken it, but he faid-^^ Come, come, no 
fcruples. While the Colonel, your nitC* 
ter, is ill, you cannot afk him for money, 
and perhaps you may want a few (hiUingS 
to keep up your fpirits in the fatigue of 
fitting up. I (hall be affronted if you do 
not take it.'* 

Thus ran on the zealous domeRic ; till 
Ethclinde, rbufed from the indulgence of 
thole tears which flowed equally in grief 
for her father and tendernefs for her lover, 
fancied (he heard her father ftir. She 
ftepped foffly in ; but he heard her, and 
faid languidly-^** EtbeKnde, my angel! 
I feel myfelf very faint, yet fancy I fhouM 
be better if I could lit up/' 

Ethelindei 
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Ethelinde, now calling to the fcrvant, 
ordered for her father a glafs of itdrdial 
wine ; a few bottles of which Montgorhery 
bad fent for him the evening before. 
Philip then aflifted him to rife, and led 
him into the little dining room; where he 
was hardly placed iA the eafy chair before 
he fainted a^ay. 

£thelinde» though ihe had twice been 
witoefs to the fame alarn^ing incident^ was 
now in ap agony of terror trybg to reftorc 
bim J but before (he could fucceed Mont- 
gomery arrived* He beheld with extreme 
pain the condition of Colonel Chcfterville^ 
and the alarm of his angelic daughter; 
who,, while his fervant fupported him, 
chafed with trembling bands bis pale and 
death like temples and forehead. After » 
moment he opened his eyes; and feeing 
Montgomery, he held out his hand to him, 
fcying— ** My dear friend, you arfe come 
to be a witnefe to one of the conftidts be- 
tween me and death \ yet a few more and 

I ihaU 
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I (hall trouble yoti, Ih^U, agonize my faf- 
fering EtJicHndc, no longer/* 

Montgomery 110^^ tried to fpeak cheap* 
fully, '* You will be better. Sir— this was 
mere weaknefsi . I haVe brought a phyfi- 
cian to fee you 5 you have negleftcd hav- 
ing good advice too long \ do nbt, 1 beg 
of you, exprefs reludance, but gratify mc 
in admitting him ; he waits below/' ' 

^* If it will gratify you, my dear Mont« 
gom^ry, I certainly will let the phyfician 
come up ; but do not, E^helinde, my love, 
fancy that becaufe I admit him I have any 
dependence on his fcience, however fkil- 
fuU he may be. I know I cannot live; but 
you may be the better prepared, by hear- 
ing from him how long it will be before 
my, fuffcrings will be at an end.'* 

Ethelinde, in mute but poignant forrow, 
flood bqhind his chair when Montgomery 
and the phyfician entered. He was a man 
of feeling and judgment; but fceidg at 
once the fituation of his paiient, he woirid 
neither give flattering hopes, or (hock the 

beautiful 
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beautiful and interefting mourner with tip 
(^ings fo painful. He defired therefore to 
be alone with the Colonel; who, aflcing 
him to be v^ry fincere as to his conditiotH 
owned that there was every reafon to fear 
Jie would not furvive above three days^ 
Chefterville^ who had long been confcious 
of this, received the intelligence with firni- 
nefs ; and fending for Montgomery, who 
Jiad retired with Ethelindeto another rooni> 
Jie deftred that immediate means might be 
taken to procure him a fight of his foiK 
Montgonicry then with the phyfician de- 
parted ; and the latter, confirming at the 
door the dangerous ftate of the patient, 
Montgomery haftened to the prifoji to pro- 
cure leave for young Chefterville to attend 
his father. This he at length accom- 
plifhed ; but it was QOt without difficulty 
that he prevailed on Vidorine to part with 
her hu(band, whom (he fancied (he Ihould 
fee no more. Montgomery, however ^ 
haying at laft appqafcd her, they fat out 
.together, with an attendant fent by tte 

Mar(hall; 
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Marftiall ; and Montgomery, dreading*the 
meeting as well on account of Ethelinde as 
of her father, went up with him to the roomi 
where (he was now on her knees, on ond 
lide of his chair, rubbing his hands, which 
he complained were cold and nunib as if the 
blood no longer circulated through them. 
The Colonel held out his hand to young 
Chefterville ; who, (hocked at the dread- 
ful alteration that had taken place (ince he 
laft faw his father; and too confcious that he 
tvas himfelf the occalion, fprung fuddenly 
back, and rulhing by Montgomery, would 
have haftened away. *' Whither are you 
"going?" cried Montgomery, forcibly de- 
taining him. 

** To hide myfelf/' anfwered young 
Chefterville; " to hide myfelf for ever 
from a light I cannot fuftain. Unloofe 
ftie, Montgomery ! I cannot bear to look 
at him. Almighty God! I have murdered, 
I have deCVroyed my father !" 
: *^ Thus it is,'* faid Montgomei-y,- ftill 
holding him in the paflage whither he had 

fled. 



i68 stIkejlikdEi ok 

fled» ^^ thus it is that you ever a£k when 
firmnefs and calmnefs are neceflary. I9 
Ais a time to give way to fuch boyifh ex« 
ccffes ? If unhappily you have given your 
father pain^ forbear to add to it in his lafl: 
moments ; convince him radier that you 
are become lefs ra(h, and let him at lead 
die in the hope that your future hfe will be 
more fortunate than the paffed." 

Oppreffed by grief and regret, young 
Cheftervilie heard this warm but friendly 
remonftrance with patience*, and fuffered 
Montgomery to lead him back to his father, 
who was now again fo faint as to be obliged 
to lean on Ethelinde as (he held her falts to 
him. Again he put forth liis cold trem- 
bling hand towards his fon ; and attempt- 
ing to fpeak words of comfort to himj they 
died away on his lips, and he could only 
utter—" Harry! my poor unfortunate 

boy !" 

Young Cheftervilie now tlirew himfelf 
on his knees before him ; and hiding his 
face> kiffed in an agony of paffion the hand 

which 



whicli Ifts filter e*tehded. « Oh' Sir! 
I dcfervie net tb meet this gokxiricfs. f, 
who have uhdorie yoti, ^ho have reducect 
to this condition the beft of ifteri, the riiofl? 
induligeht of fatthers!** 

** We have both of ils foniethitig to re^ 
proach burfelves with; I have not htcti 
blatildcft i but let us rather ehdeavour, tnf 
^Jear Harry ■■ " ■■ < *^ 

At this moment a noife wrfs heard cftl th* 
ftairs; and Sir ixiwAifd N^S^^endeh, pale 
and breathkfsi ran into the to6ini ; but on 
beholdihg the fcehe before him^ he ftopped 
fhort, and feemed uniMe td cxprefs thfe' 
painful aftoniftiment he felt. 

Young Cheftcrville faw his father quite 
overcome by the fuddennefs of his appear- 
ance, added to the affefting converfatiort 
he was that monient engaged in^ and arofe 
from his kneesi to fupport him ; for Ethe* 
linde, paler than death, feemed herfelf 
ready to finlf . Sir Edward, whofe looks 
perfeftly correfponded with thofe of the 
melancholy group before him, was for a 

Vol, III. I moment 



rngmont fpeechlefs ; hU eyes demanded of 
Etheliode, not an explanation of the reafoa 
of their being where he found them^ for of 
that he was already apprized, but what 
recent calamity had befallen them ; while 
his own looks were fo wild, his drefs fo 
difordered, and fatigue and unbappinefk 
{b evident on his countenance, that (be 
dreaded to enquire after Lady Newenden. 
or the children. 

Colonel Chefterville, feeble as he was, 
was the firft who broke this mournful fi- 
lence— " My dear Sir Edward," faid he, 
** you are very good thus to vifit the pri- 
foner and the fick." 

. " My friend!" exclaimed Sir Edward, 
*^ had I known your fituation fooner, the 
vifit would have been more ufeful ; but my 
own afl^irs— my domeftic affairs— 1 know 
not," added he, putting his hand to his 
forehead, " what I would fayi but what- 
ever is my private mifery, my prefent bufi- 
nefs is to relieve your*s/* 
Ethelinde, who found herfelf overcome 

^ with 
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%itli fudi a variety of painfid feni^tions 
that flie feared every moment (he (hould 
feint, now attempted to leave the room, 
hardly knowmg Mrhy flie wiAied it. Sir 
Edward and Montgomery at the fame mo* 
aient: offered to affiil her; but fhe faintly 
thanked each; and faid that (he would return' 
immediately, and merely wanted ain The 
eyes of. Sir Edward eagerly followed her; 
but he fat down, and feemed trying to 
compofe himfelf to hear^ from Montgomery 
or from young Chefterville, particulars of 
their diftrefs. 

Neither however could venture to give 
him any account in the prefence of Colo- 
nel Chefterville ; who was foon fo exhaufted^' 
- that he delired Philip might be called^ and 
that he might be replaced in his bed« 
Sir Edward remarked with fearful foUci-^ 
tude the extreme weaknefs to which he 
was reduced ; and faw too evidently that 
his death was rapidly approaching. When 
he was gone, he expreffed thefe fears to 
the two young men. Montgomery con- 
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ftmed dieir beiag too well foundbdl from 
1^ opiiuon ^ the phyficbm ; and jK)ufig 
CfaefterTiUe hiitcrly; reproached himielf for 
that ill caiidu<% which had, he (aid^ broken 
the heart of hia father. 

'' Would to God, Harry," faid Sir Ed- 
wardf ^ that you had had more difcretioiH 
^ your father left fenfibiiity; however, 
iSnce it is fo, let m oot lament, but exejrt 
0iirfelve3 s let U5. try whether it be yet too 
i^X€ to take from the heart of the poor 
Coloael this dreadful weight, and there 
may then, perhaps, be a poflibility of re- 
ftoring his health^** 

*^ CheftervUle,'' faid Montgomery, who 
entered insimcdiately inta the feelings of 
diofc he converfed with, ** perhaps this 
detail may not be very plealant to you. 
2 will undertake to. inform Sir Edward of 
what he wiflies to know. Perhaps,'* added 
he, looking at liim fignificandy, to re* 
mind, him of the ii;npatience and uneaiineis 
of Vidorine. " perhaips it m^y be as well 

if 
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if yfm tabe feaVe cf your fetber till to« 
mbrrcwv.*^ 

^ To-nrotrow' f " faid Cheftaviile mour^ 
fciHy ; " that ta-Axorrow may never cdme 
fbr Kim.*' 

** Be affiared,'' replied Montgomery, 
•^ that jroii flsail be fcnt for if any alarming 
i^mpGoms occtir ; bnt I hope and believe 
tike danger hot fa immediate." 

CheftcrviUc then withdrew; and after 
fytokmg a kvt words to his father, and 
his fitter, who fat by his bed fide, he re- 
Mrned with hie tmwekonie attendant to 
tbe pfatcr of his c^nfiiiienient- 

Montgomery then related ro- Sir Exiward 
th^ fifuatjon of yoiin:g Cheftearvilk, with^ 
out however taucfei'ng on the hiftor^ of his- 
ntairriage. Sir Edward appeared extremely 
hurt to find his affairs fo much worfe thtoit 
bt hari fttjipcrfeds biit- took i direfliion to 
tbe ^^torney whom Montgomery had em^ 
{flowed -in. thef^; arid having aflRired hinif' 
thftt he would immediately fet about hir 
f, Montgomery, who hoped to engage 

1 3 Lord. 
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Lord Hawkhurft to.affift thok generous 
exertions in favour of his nepBew, de^ 
parted in order to wait on that nobleman; 
and in a few moments after he was gorie, 
Ethelinde, who found her father had funk 
into a quiet flccp, came into the room 
where Sir Edward remained* The mo- 
ment (he faw him again, (he was ftruck 
anew with the dejedlion of his counte- 
nance; and dill fearing to enquire its 
caufe, (he approached and fat down by 
him in (ilence. 

He gazed at her a moment with fo much 
pity and tendernefs that (he was more and 
more a(re£bed, and at length faid, in & 
faultering voice—" You have, I fear. Sir 
Edward, fatigued yourfelf too much by 
your journey to make this vifit to my pooar 
father." 

*< No, Ethelinde," replied he, •' this 
vifit is the only one that could give me 
a moment's relief, and teach me, while I 
am aflfifting thofe I love fo much as I do 
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you and your father^ to bear with patience 
.«ny own incurable wreichednefe." 

" Good God]'* exclaiined (he, amazed 
and alarmed at the tone as well as the 
words of this fpeech ; •^ what is the mat- 
ter ? where are • the children ? are they 
well?** 

Sir Edward feized her hand wildly, and 
cried—** My children are well; but they 
have no longer a mother/* 

" What can you mean?'* demanded 
Etbelinde. ** Js Lady Newenden thepi 
iU? or '' 

He haftily interrupted her.—" Lady 
Newenden is a worthlefs, a loft, an un- 
principled woman. I have left her for 
ever. Name her not. Accurfed be the 
hour that gave her to me — accurfed the 
blind infatuation which fo long prevented 
my feeing her infamy.'* 

His vehemence of manner, the fire 
which flaihed from eyes ufually expreffivcr 
only of benevolence, terrified Ethelinde fo 
much, that unable to interrupt him, (he 

1 4 continued 
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xontinDed in fpASQhleTs hoiir^r to ga^c ^ 
his agitated eoun^^ce af^d pa(^9n4tp 
giefturcs> a$ he walked with hwicd-ftep 
backwards and foi*wards in (h^ room ; and 
then in accents^ trembling througb pa£aocb 
^le thiis wtw on— 

^^ I was perfuaded not to infift on. her 
giving up Uie viiit to that infamous Pa* 
Besforce. In a rnpment of weakQeis I 
yielded to indulge her. It was perhajs^ 
fortunate^ oc I ought yet h^ve been igno^ 
rant oi my ow^ difgrace^ and of her fc^4- 
dalous conduft.** 

He paufed a. m(xnem; wd Ethdinde 
acquired courage to fay '^ furel^ you have 
judged too haftilyr— it . is certainly impof^ 
iible that Lady Newenden cw haye d^« 
ferved— '* 

*^ Ah ! my EiheUiide,'^ faid 5ir Ed- 
ward, interrupting her* ** y^u kjaow i^t 
the pmfl^gacy of fucK fe*?«i«§ a% Lady 
Newenden ha.s of Wf bi^fi admii^ed intp- 
The purity of jaw!* mmi w^fs it impof- 
fiblp for you %9 cmcm^ thQ ijpbliiiQiiag 

effrontery 
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dfl5x)rttety of d t^^oa^ari ^liG belieres ifiit- 
hcf raftk aiid her foiixaie entitle her to 
^oa ^th *e ties of duty ^i»t ^ffaftion,. 
«nd defy tfte' c^ibioia of the worid; "Aflc 
HOt parcicDlaorsj I m\^ as yoir well know^ 
of a^ nstott hicapable of unfounded jea- 
foufy^ and t hope incapable of jwdging 
vaSily, of: my. wife, th& modicr of thofe 
Ibvel^. cbildren^;, btit there no longer re* 
mains eyrii. a hope: that I may be deceived^ 
iilkave quitted Ladyv Newcnden for ever; 
md have iiow> no other buGnefs in ihh 
world tban^ while I ' redouble my tender- 
^x& toWavdsvher childreh, to endeavtxit* to 
fcrgd? iwt.. Yes; I have yer one othei- 
0acaf!»tion, that interefts me— it is to be 
^ friend and protedor of her coufin.'' 

ACitt^ir:' moment all that had paiTed ^ 
BHftot,. all :tbe fufpicions Lady Newenden 
bid aflfedted' to harbour, and all (he had 
aepreffed, ractitred forcibly and painfully 
to the mind of Ethelinde ; and (he fbre- 
faw that fince matters were come to foch 
esc^etnitksi between Sir Edward and his 

I;5,-, wife, 
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mfc^ the latter would, as an excufe fof 
her own faulty conduA^ urge this ima* 
> ginary attachment of the former towards 
her coufin ; which every thing he did for 
the liberation of her brother, or the confo- 
lation of her father, would at this jundure 
confirm. A thoufand uneafy and diftref^ 
fing refledtions paffed rapidly through her 
mind, and prevented her fpeaking ; though 
her eyes filled with tears, and fixed ear- 
neftly on the agitated countenance of Sir 
Edward, faid more than the moft expref- 
live words. 

He faw that flie was greatly affeded* 
** I make you miferable,*' cried, he; ** you^ 
for whofe happinefs I would lay down my 
life. I cannot indeed confole you by my 
flay ; for I have nothing to fpeak of but 
mifery, nothing to hope for but your 
compaflion. I will go therefore, while I 
am yet able, and while it may yet Javc 
your father or confole his laft moments* 
1 will fet about the emancipation of Harry. 
God blefs you!'' added be, paflionately 
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Iciffing her hand ; " God blcfs you ! 1 da 
not a/k you to make yourfelf eafy, becaufe 
I know it is impoffible; but if you would 
not add to the weight of mifery already 
almoff too heavy for me, fupport yourfelf, 
and be as noble in fortitude as you are in 
tendernefs enchanting." 

Thus faying, he hurried away before 
Ethclinde had rime to anfwer. She fat 
down when he was gone and tried to obey; 
but the more Ihe reflefted on her fituarion, 
the more dreadful it every way appeared 5 
and (he dwelled on the various drftreffes 
that furrounded her till her ideas were be- 
wildered, and ffie fell into a fort of melan- 
choly ftupefaftion, from which fhe was 
foufed only by a fummons to her father. 

He now. took the prefcription of the 
phyfician, and for a while every other pain 
was abforbed in the mind of Ethelinde, 
by conGdering the hourly change that her 
father^s emaciated form exhibited* What 
was now adminiftered was a cordial, given 
rather in the hope to render the pains of 

diflblution 



ijiflblubon fupportabl^ th^R with ^y 
podfeation that it w.as. in the power of medi* 
qine to 4da}r ix, Thfi intention in fon^e^ 
ipeafure f^cceeded; in a (bqrt tin^e Colo* 
nel Cheftery.illa found himfelf revive4s 
apd fpq]^;. tRprp^ chp^rfuUy than he bad 
done for fome days. The. hopp of Sif; 
£4w^d's, aftift^nce, thcwgh he had de* 
c;Ured againft. r^qeiyin^ it,, had its^weigb^ 
and hie rejoiced that h? fcppWjle^w Ethcr 
lipdfi fuch ^.frie^rt wd, prpteftor,. Of the^ 
late c;vent5 il> thw fapi^Iy h^-wasri^noranti^ 
^d. Ethcliiide wquld not ¥found higx by^ 
relating theiii : the^polonel therefore hoped, 
thajt Lady. Newendeq, for^^ttin^ or re- 
penting of her cruel, and unjuft fufj^icipn^ 
would receive hi% .da,ughter, and be to her 
;aiiftcr; which, thpugh it was in its plea- 
fanteft. prpfpj^^J);, not the fituaiien.his.tcn- 
dernefs would hj^ve chpfen,,was yet, as he 
believed, greatly to be pi:eferred to tha 
4efolate aftd h^^plefs fta^e in . \yhich ftiQ 

■ « 

ipvift . otherwife probably remain. As the 

w^rld .r^ped^fl k93»hipL Ajl^^ ^l^h ^'^^ re- 
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feifitments were (bfren^ oi^ forgotten ; zxtd^ 
gaziiig with intereft only on Etheliade and 
his fdn,.hc triecttofeewharrotetetf tptheni 
in fitcb a point of view. as> might enable 
him to. naieet^. without^ the agookft ofap-^ 
^{cchemlefi e^aod miier]^ far thcun^ tfaoKc 
4eatbf . which Qptwitbdwiding^ a tranfienfi: 

seM&WQ^ m«d»ttn(^l)fi.&jyt.tQ>l?«.iasaiitsk^ 



Ctt-^r; 



tts eriTELiKDi:. ok 



CHAPTER IX. 
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Ontgomery having drefled himfelf 
with more care than he ufually gave to his 
appearance^ was punftual to the hour on 
which he had been appointed by Lord 
Hawkhurft to attend him ; for to avoid 
delavs and excufes. he had de&e4 and 
obtained permiffion the preceding day, to 
wait on his lordfliip* 

On his arrival in Saville Row, he was 
(hewn into the diningVoom, and informed 
that his Lordthip would immediately be 
with him. He employed the few moments 
he was alone in (lirveying the room, which 
,was magnificent, and in examining the 
family pidures which hung round it ; ftx 
moft of whom he faw a ftriking refcm- 
blance to features fo deeply engraven on 
his heart, that whatever bore any affinity 
to them was foothing, and relieved him 
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^om the pain with which his embaffy was 
inevitably attended, uniifed as he was to 
Iblicit favours, and ill calculated td brook 
the fupercilious coldiiefs of thofe who have 
^vours to beftow. 

• After waiting about half an hour^ Lord 
Hawkhurft entered. He was, in figure 
and face, greatly refemblmg Colonel Chef- 
terville : but his manners had lefs eafe, 
and his countenance lefs openncfs. *^ Mr. 
Montgomery,*' faid his Lordftiip, ^' I beg 
your forgivenefs for having made you 
wait; but indifpeniible bufinefs detained 
me. 

*^ I beg your Lordfliip will make no 
apologies* I (hould not, my Lord, have 
prefumed, ftranger as I am to you, to have 
waited on you, if I had not been perfuaded 
that what l.have to relate of your brother. 
Colonel Chefterville, ought to be commu- 
nicated to you.** 

. «« Of my brother. Sir !** cried Lord 
Hawkhurft—" Do you come from my 
brother) It is very long fince I .have 

heard 



lieard inar )uiin» Hftve you any Iccreiit 
fiom him for. me ?^* 

MontgomDry? dientoli kim tliat Cciond: 
CfaefterriUe. waft tery^ ill!;, and oq kii* ex 
preffing cx>ncen> which however he didrnot: 
fteoLtofeeli faidUi*^^ i: hope ^oor Lord*. 
Slip wiUmake it eonveaiefic fo &e himv al 
li am cimwicai hkyi^t. b^ a* attdul osi: 
liim?'"' 

<« Tdberi%ii«^.Mf;MMtgomfiC7)^ 
tRmly — And'hadl' kdowft* footier he Vftt^ 
ill' in toM^, Pfiiouldafluredly havecaUeeti 
vponhim ; : but' 1: give yo» my wcJrd'crl: 
honour that this>is the: fiift intelligence^ I: 
YkKveitaA'of^ hinv fino& He went to* BdftoL. 
}.will{il^him.t|iii^ mommg. VrtLf w9let% 
dbe& he li>dgef : I diitttl he ha^ gjrv^ea^ u]| 
bis h^ufe in Cfevdaed'Rowv^ 

ftf^gomerf^then* began tb' nsiate dit 
aid¥^nfVir65<^ o€ ypiHig^ (^efterviile; whoi^ 
be had - no : fpooer named' than His vmcU 
ttfckiimed*^*^ A.badbiftoiy— ^ bad hit- 
t6ey> ramafraid th2H:^youhg man ha^^mad^ 
9S^%, ythr ^ i aal-tbld'hc has fold hi* 

m 

r nmrnif^ 
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W|iei« iie i& Sir/' fold Momgowcrjrt 



i^ody koawp where.*'' 

i& uol^ppUy too well knawnv an4 ;wiU 
fqon b^e roorc. generally fo.*' He th^en dc? 
fcribed his ficuauou; linkiiiigonLy as mucbi 
of it ^ routed to Vidtoriae, apd cadecj 
with fayixxg that ia ord^ to be Jiear him 
his father a^d lifter were lodged ki the 
Borough, whgfc the former Uy dangeroufly 

Lord Hawkhurfl: np^tf found th^ hi)^ 
fraternal affedtioa was expe<3:ed tp txert 
itfelf beyonci the triflii^g cerernony of f. 
vifit. He fainid that mon^y would ba 
wanted of hirn ; and where to get it» or 
l^w to part with it, without the coocur- 
4:ence of hisi wife^ he was equally at a.lofs.^ 

It was. lids difficult to bl^iw thaa to 
selieve. *-^ Upon my word Sir»." cried his. 
Lordihip, ^* I am very (brry-^very forry 
to h^Qsc all this*. Xhe more ioT^^he morp 
^^ Mr, MomtgQqtQr;, bccopf^ I give you 

^ wc¥^d^ Q^hpnojr tim taj owa.. eiJtati?^ mX 

tbcb 
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the placcs-^^he places I have the honor to 
beentrufted with— by my fovereign— arc 
barely, barely adequate— I fay, they are 
little more than adequate to the fupport of 
my houfe. I am aftonifhed— really afto* 
tiiftied at the— (what (hall T call it ?)— at 
the very unfortunate turn— I fay the unfor- 
tunate turn, Mr Chefterville has taken. It 
was always againft my advice— always, I 
give you my word of honor— that he was 
indulged in expences— I fay in expences-^ 
greatly indeed beyond — yes greatly ex- 
ceeding— -the expeftations his father judr- 
cioufly — I fay judicioufly— fhould have 
entertained for him. 1 am fure I wilh 
from' my foul — I do indeed — from my foul 
1 wiQi that it was in my power to aid— that 
is, to' give efFedtual aid to — to remedy 
the difaftrous ftate which — I fay which 
Mr. Qiefterviile has unluckily brought 
himfelf into — but I give you my word of 
honour— that it really is not ; and I muft 
repeat, that Colonel. Chefterville has been 
ijrrong, extremely wrong— he has upon my 

word'—' 
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word-^and ha$ afted diametricidfy"-*! fay^ 
diam^crically oppofite, to my advice and 

. •• However riiat may have been, my 
Lord," faid Montgomery, who by no 
ineans liked the indination he obferved to 
cenfure rather, than to ferve, " I perfuade 
my felf you will not fuffer your brother to 
quit the world without having the confo^ 
lation of feeing you and of knowing that 
he leaves in your Lordfliip a friend to his 
children." 

V '^ Upon my wcMfd Sir,** replied his 
Lordfliip, *^ I (hould be extremely forryr— 
I give you my word of honor I Ihould be 
much concerned— greatly fo indeed— to 
afppear unkind ; and if my going would be 
of any real ufe— yet Town it is extremely 
inconvenient to me to-day— and— —*" 
^ *^ While he yet hefitated, and continued 
to meditate an excufe. Lady Hawkhurft, 
who was going out with her daughters, en- 
tered the room to fpeak to him. She curt- 
feyed fliglbtly to Mo^itgomeryj 4n4 hop 

Lord^ 



hatd^ «Ab fitcmcd gUri %> s^mil hkiiftlf dT 
li0r piofence ta fiftd a tadkm for not d0n% 
what he had no indtnation to doy had"^^ 
^ ijad^ HmkMivSk^ my ttrodier^ Colonel 
ChefterviiJe^ is iU^ and this gientlei'naa ii 
f^ QO0A ^ te come to mfosm rat o£ kz 
hdw tee ni]^ngagenieot& for CO- n^ht ? I 
^11^ rcGoUoa." 
. '^^ Youcaactotgo to*nigfat> isvf Lordt 

jQU are Co go to JLady *-«^*«* aod Lady * 

attd tlie Ducfae^ of ~-~^ or you nuq^ 
efcape poflibly a moment from one €& 
^em^ «» i fu^polb you have not far to go 
xa yow brother ?" 

** Weil my Lord/* faid Rfoatgotwry^ 
more and moBe difgufted^nd di£eouraigfad>. 
iperhaps ^mn other d^y, before^- k h toon 
laie^ you may have an opportia&ity of fee* 
ing tfaeCploncL I conekide l aib. to givo.* 
liim na pofi(iw hfope of it,; and fh$X as* to 
my frii^, Harry-r^" 

*^ Why I give you my word of honoif-,^ 

Nb** fi^ntgomery^ it is not at this tnbnient 

ifk m^ power to fajr how f^ it. ^ill ^e^ 

gofiiblfe 
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pMiHei for me M> be oC tbe ^t^lmni 
^idb unqueflaanabiy I would be* f^^ to 

be df-^But reall y ^" - ' ^ 

*' What does he want done, ray iLo!^?'^ 
$ndk Lady Hawkimtfti 

^ WhyMr^Choftervillebafrcmbarraflfed 
htmfel^ as you know* I always forefaw ; 
aad I am fure, iiotwuhftanding the little 
attention*-*! % the very Iktle aitention 
that has ever been, by any part- of that 
&mily> lent to my opinion-— I fay, not- 
withftanding the little deference (hewn m^ 
on all occafions relative to this young man, 
1 would gladly, I give yoii my word of 
hoaor, contribute to his extrication ; but 
in truth the claims— of my own family — • ^* 

" To be fure, my Lord," cried his 
Lady, taking the fpeech from him to 
finifli it herfelf— " To be fure ! your own 
family have and ought to have the firft 
claim, and I rather wonder that Mr. Chef- 
terville (hoialdthink of fuch an application* 
Pray Sirt," added (hej addreffing herfelf to 
Montgomery, " do not let him fuppofe 

that 



If^ t T H B £ 1 N D £, O It 

that he has any dcpendance on my LcMrd*) 
He ought not to have run through his for-- 
tune* My Ton, "who has fomewhat more 
pretenfions I thinks never made more fir 
gure about town than young Chefterville;^' 
nor played deeper ; and as to my daugh- 
ters—Lady Sophia and Lady Helen, and 
Lady Amelia— neither of them have had 
half the expence lavilhed on them as Mifs 
ChefterviUe has, . *Twas ^11 very well if 
the girl had gone off; but you fee it does 
not always fucceed ; I find (he's not nxar^ 
ried yet.** 

Montgomery, at hearing Ethelinde thus 
contemptuoufly fpoken of, felt the bluih 
of indignation rife into his cheeks and {corn 
and anger flalhed from his eyes : yet he 
commanded himfelf, and anfwered— ** No 
Madam; (he is now attending, with the 
moft affiduous afFedtion, on her father/* 

** A good fort of girl indeed I believe,** 
reaflumed her Ladyfliip. *' The little I 
ever faw of her, I thought her really very 

tolerable. 



tdiAQjblCf and ^ettyifli I think m ly» 
perfbn/' ^ , ; • ' 

**. She has every merit, .Madam,** faki 
Moiitgomery, ^^inrbich can render humaa 
nature perfed ; and beautifiil as (he is, hec 
mind is ten thoufand times more lovely.'* 

The three L.ady Cheftcrvillcs, who had 
remabed flanding behind their mother 
while this dialogue paifed, during which 
her Ladyfliip had not herfelf taken a chair, 
bridled at this, and each ca{t a difdain^l 
kx>k at Montgomery. Their mother, who 
was now more than ever determined to 
impede any friendlhip which her Lord 
might be difpofed to (hew his brother, 
anfwered only by a contemptuous fmile ; 
and then addre(fing herfelf to her hu(band 
faid— ** My Lord, (hall we put you 
down ? We arc going to Grofvenor 
fquare/* 

His Lordlhip, glad to find the means 
of efcaping from the importunity of Mont- 
gomery, anfwered that he was ready, and 
then turning to his vifitor, faid— " I am 

very 



Vtyy fbrr7» i^on my ^otd x)f bcnoiir, Mri 
Montgomery 9 that I am upon the in^U&t 
)^iged to go out on biifmefs' td^ admits 
of no delay ; but will ybti do me die ^V(h^ 
taten ColcA^l Cheftervilk^ that I wtU not 
fail to embf aee-«-I (ay I will not miC%, htt 
may rely on it, the very eariicft o^caiioii 
ia can upon him, and ihall fincerely hop0 
to have the pleafure of finding him better; 
Lady Hawkhurft, I will nor detain you ; 
Mr. Montgomery, I wifli you a good 
morning ; I am fure you will forgive me j 
I am truly concerned at being obliged td 
leave ybu." His LiOrdfhip then departed 
with his wife and daughters, and left 
Montgomery to contemplate the force oi 
blood, and the effed of fympathy, in a 
man of fafhion. 

*' Good Godr* faid he^ as he quitted 
this unfriendly manfion, " is it poflible 
that this man can be the bi'other of Colonel 
Chefterville and the uncle of EtheKnde ? 
Can a being fo callous; as voidof com- 
mon humanity as of natural ^iffeftion, be 

of 



TRIE HECLtrtlL OF THK lAfCE* k^| 

K^ the fame' bio6d> I thank hea^ren, ^ 
fuch is the eSb£t of rank and fortune on 
the human heart, that I am mdigent and 
pblcurfe ; for morc worthy in my eyes ii 
the humbled peafant whd labours fo^ 
bread, who has yet the feelings of a man> 
than this unmeaning, pompous, verbofe^ 
unfeeling peer!" Anger awhile occupied 
the mind of Montgomery; but anguifli 
foon returned to it with accumulated force. 
fit was confcious that Colonel Cheftervilk 
was dying ; he knew not what would be-* 
come of Ethelinde ; he knew tiot whether^ 
if he could gain her confent under fuch 
circumftances to marry him, he (hould 
himfelf be able to fupport her ; for he Was 
iOw farther .than ever removed from all 
profpedk of an eftablifliment ; and fr6n)t 
his mother he could not bear the thoughts 
of taking what (he was fo ready to give 
him of her ilender pittance^ In addidon 
to thefe fears for the future, was added the 
s^cute uneaiihefs of wanting money even for 
hisfuppoit ; for by having fupplied young 
Vol. llh K Chef^ 
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Cheftervillc,'and paid the phyfician, to^ 
gether with the purchiafing of fbme wine 
and other things which he fancied the 
weak condition of Colonel Cheftervillc 
madq neccifary,' his finances were ndwre- 
duced within a guinea ; and could he have 
borne to have folicited a recruit from his 
mother, he was by no means certain it wai 
in her power to have fent it to him, • 

The bank note which his anonymous 
corrcfpondent had fent, was in his pocket 
book ; but hurried as he had been by vai 
rious emotions of unealincfs for perfons fo 
dear to him, he had thought no more of 
it after haying once determined to return 
if, and the fender had never recurred again 
to his memory* Nowi however, he was 
renainded of her by finding at the coffee 
houfe, when he called for his letters, a 
iecond billet,in the fame hand, reproach- 
ing him for neglefting her firfl appoint- 
ment, and aiTuxing him that if he did not 
meet her at the fanie place on the following 
4ay, her anxiety to fee him would be of ill 

confequencc 
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confequcnce both to herfelf and him^ In 
a poftfcript was added — ^' I deem it nced- 
lefs to fign a name to a letter written in an 
hand which you have feen too often to 
miftake.'* Again he fancied he had cer- 
tainly feen it, but when or where he could 
by no effort recoUeft. The threat con- 
tained in the letter he difregarded ; but his 
Iblicitude to return the bank note, which 
however he might want it he was refolutely 
fixed not to ufe, determined him, after 
fome helitation, to go on the following day 
to the place named, return the note, and 
decline any fartho: acquaintance with the 
fender. 

He returned in the evening, in the ut» 
mod depreflion, to his lodgings; and as 
he had only painful intelligence to give to 
Ethelinde, he found himfelf altogether 
unequal to the tafk ; but contented himfelf 
with feeing Philip at the door ; of whom 
he learned that Sir Edward Ncwenden had 
returned in the afternoon, and that in con- 
fequence of fome converfation which had 

K z paffed 
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pafTed wkhfhim the Colonel appeared more 
cafy in his miod ; but that he grew gradu*; 
ally weaker^ and that Ethelinde had^ at. 
his earned requeft^ retired ta bed imme- 
diately after dinner. 

A very different fcene pafled at the houfe- 
of X-ord Hawkhurft. . His Lordlhip fpent 
the mdming in attending the levee of the 
Minifter and in political negociations. 
His Lady, before (he fet him down at tht 
ioor of the great man's houfe, laid— ^* Pray 
my Lordy. who is that young fellow tliat 
came with a meflage from your brother ?** 

t *' I know nothing of jiim. His name, 
is Montgomery.** 

. *' He is either very officious," faid her 
X^ylhip, ** or Mr. ChefterviUe is very 
iadifcreet. Could he not write ? And why 
muft he employ a ftranger to bring a mef- 
fage of that fort ? But indeed his way 
of going on has always been very e^ctraor- 
dinary/' 

. ** I don't know," replied the nobleman, 
J— ^^ I think I ought to call upon him tho." 

*^ For- 
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' ♦* For what?** anfwered his unfeeling; 
wife—** I don't fee the ufe of it* If he is^ 
iiot very ill there is naoccafionfor it, and 
if he is, it will only make you feel unconi'*' 
Portable/' 

Lord Hawkhurfty who while his odh*- 
icience tsld him he ought to go, yet 
thought of it with rdudance, liflened wich^ 
out CQnv»%ioa to fo feebte an argument ^ 
but plunging into budnefs for the reft of 
the nx>rning, he endeavoui^ed to perfuade 
himfelf that he really had not a momenc 
to fpare to vifit^ in fo I'emote a place,, his- 
brother in diftrefs and calamity. His Lady 
4nd her daughters, who difraiffed inftantly 
from their minds the unpleafant idea of af 
^oor relation, pa0€d fome hours in (hop-^ 
ping and giving orders for cloaths fop" the* 
approaching winter's birth day i in whiclv 
all that fancy unchecked by oeconomy^ 
could invent, was dirc6ted to be prepared! 
for tliem. They then returned to Aefs for 
dinner at home ; where at fix o*clock» a» 
ferge party aflembled* The. news of thc^ 
* ' K 3. day 



day was difcuffed, and all the powers of 
rididule were exhaufted to excite laughter. 
The young ladies, who had been brought 
„p feariefly to fpeak on every topic, were 
the forwardeft in pointing out the abfurd- 
ities or foibles of every charader which 
came ii> review before them, and the even- 
ing concluded witli deep play, where they 
betted with as much fpirit as their mother. 
Lord rHawkhurft thought not of his dying 
brother, oc thought of hi^ with fo httle 
fraternal affeaion that the efforts of hi» 
wife to drive him wholly from his recol- 
leaion fucceeded but too well; and hcsp 
Ladyfhip and her daughters, who had m 
ill run of luck, loft in the courfe of the 
evening as much money as would have 
taken from the opprefled heart of fo near 
a relation, the greater part of the concern 
that was weighing him down with forrow 
to the grave. But to lofe or win was, in a 
conftant cotirfe of play, become a matter 
of inditference j while to feel for th« calami^ 
t*es of others was a vulgar weaknefs, i^^nft. 

which 
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which a conftarir application to the gaming; 
table 18^ among many other of its ad- 
vantages, a fure antidote. 

Etheiinde^ languifhing as (he was, had 
attended the whole day afliduoufly on her 
fiuhei> and watched with acute anguifh, 
which (he yet IlMed, the evident progrefs 
^f death towards this beloved parent. 
Eady in . the afternoon* Sir Edward came; 
and inforhied Colonel Chefterville that he 
faad^ in the three hours he had been ab- 
fent^ inade fuch eftbit^-in adjuding his 
foh*s affairs that there were hopes of his 
being adually releafed the next day. 
This intelligence, though it could not pro- 
long that life which was now ebbing faft 
away',, lighted with a gleam of comfort the 
•^ gathering ftiadowsof the grave." Chefter- 
viUe could not thank his generous friend i 
he could only prefs his hand, and fay to 
his daughter, who, overwhelmed with gra- 
titude and.tenderne(s fat weeping by hini 
w^«< EtheUnde, be it the bu(inefs of your 
life to ihew to this moft excellent of mea 

K 4 that 
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that tli^e iofink€,t>l>iigat]OQs he is Qkowtrltig 
on you and your brother are not beftowed 
on the ungrateful., / cannot thank htm V* 
He then fent Ethelinde, vribowas too much 
aflre£ted> out of the room,, and pm into the 
hands of Sir Edward a will he had baffity 
written, in whkh he had left Echelinde 
entirely tp his care and guardian(hap. ^^ I 
did think, my dear fiiend^^' iaid he, in a 
feeble voice, ** that defdbite and deferted 
as my Ethelinde was likely to be Bt my 
death, it were right to leave her in the pra- 
tcftionofthat wonderful young man who 
has been ta 9i£; as^ a dutiful fon^. ta her as. 
the mod af&^tionaie of brothers* He 
loves Etkeliflde ; 1 believe that her aSec^ 
liba for him has been reflraincd oinly by 
her confideration forme; bvtf he is with- 
out fortune -and without profeffion; and 
^er having myf elf ftruggled through life^ 
^ith aU (he difficulties and piortifix:aUon& 
incijcknt; to a narrow fortiisie, in confer 
t^uence of a marriage where love .alon« 
^efid^d^ I tjaifik I o\|^ht Dot, to loncourage 
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lAt^gardto my dear gitU a marriage yet 
more imprudent. T6 you. Sir Ed^ward, 
I fearlefsly confide her* If youcan^ for 
her fake, procur»«any pr6rt6<xi for Mont-- 
gomery I know you will d6 it> , a^ ^n^ 
will . promote her happincfs, if it depetids^', 
as I believe it. does^- on her union with that 
deferving young man.** 
- Sir Edward, though , to • fee Ethfelinde 
happy was the firft wiQi of his heart, and 
though he felt-f^r Montgomery the trueft 
cfteem>. could not, however, prevail upoa' 
kimfelf . to engage, that he would endea- 
VouB to • cffed this marriage* Noble and 
generous as-^ his fpiritwasy it was yet an. 
effort beyond his'ftrdngth to promife :tbat 
Ke. vnould give to the arms of afnother the 
woman! he. had fo long and fo fondly 
adored^ at a'tkne too when there was a 
^probabitky that! the -diflbltnion of his own 
tnlrrtage wtH^d leave hkn at liberty to . 
luldrefiher htmfel^ . Though he was hardlf « 
'0on£9fou$ that this latent hone lurked.in 
1. ' ' KI.5 > his . 
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1h8 hearty ic iindpybtedly influenced his . 
feelings. >(ie heiitajted a moment when 
Colo^iel Chefterville bad done fpeaking^ 
and then.faid— t" My, dear Colonel, be- 
Ijevc; that to^ the invaluable truft you honor 
me with, if: will be my pride and pleafure 
to give the fame unremitting attentions 
with which you have watched over yoiar 
Ethelinde, and thar I will make her in- 
tereft and happinefs my iirft obje&" 
- They were both affeAed. Sir Edward's 
voice faultered; and as he found that the 
converfation was too much for the Colonel, 
and very painful to himfelf, he abruptly 
broke it , off ; and promifing to be 
early with . him the next day, departed ^ 
Cojonel Chefterville yet remaining, igr 
nofaiix that the conduct of Lady Newen^ 
(Icn bad left to Sir Eld ward no other hope 
pf happinefs than what he could obtain by 
his generous eqdeavoucs \f> pipomote the 
happinefs qi, others, and above all. that 
of the family of Ethelinde^ to wbono^ bar 

.father 
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father believed Sir Edward bad no attach^ 
ment except that which every man of fen- 
libility and honor muft feel for fueh « 
young woman fo fituaied*^ 
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XjlT eleven a'clocit the next day Mbnt^ 
gomery haftened to tile hou& ^diere his> 
unknown correfpondent wa» to meet h^nv 
He was Ihewa* by the* peribn^ who be^ 
Jbnged to it into a dining room^ whercr 
he had not waited long before a chair- 
was brought into die houfe^ and ac femaki 
figure iflued from it, whor wa^^ by the fame 
pcrfon conducted up flairs^^; and- haying, 
entered the room, and t^en^offthe hoodr 
which concealed her fece,, Montgomery 
was aftoniflied to behQldMrs. RoyftoB. 
« A 'ftuJdtn emotion, of aftoniffimenti made- 
kirn ftcp liaftily bacfc. The fedy, with the 
woftpcrfefteafe, advanced finiling^towards 
Mim. *« Wliy me you fo furprifed,. Mont-, 
gomery? Have you not oftea been. told by 
«ny eyes what you now coEipell me to 

CJijplain 



M Mifs^ Chjeflerville to & Edtraid Newi-; 

m 

^adeni «id: jddgn^ to: liecoyiod; tiiat: tfbere: 
arfe^atlicr pcbpte in tSe warMi!* \ - 

' '^ IJ^Miia ChfiftfimUe to Sir Bdwmdft 
Neweiidi^^, .M*adiimi>^' ' faidMontgomciy.^; 
& yec ittore itiTpr^;;^^tO:/wbtt iiftn.yott 
poffiblyiaHiidedf**;^ .- ' ; 

a4?(ioft:wliigH aB ^e world; talft$;; 4fMi '0^/ 

■ • J 

wUithr. i^ ' itiioi bi.v^\ had an iiittri^ iai 

@«ftiKriiiUfe kaa iieea the Uuitifi(<ilMf' 

that her. brother 1» g6fifitO:l)riip4» #ad bo^/ 
ii^«lkr.-ftnA flift.- Ive- iN:«e 'him, /wJiert. ypui 

Sir:£iitetrd-:ci(i?ire». who. ifuftf^^ ta <sftftiftKflb 
mdignatioiK " Is it paffibie, M&danVT 

«.:> Of 



or have believed fiiifeboods fo icandalovrs*. 
But wherefore detain you? I camehidiec 
merely to i etum this uaexpe£bed mark bf 
a preference ' I am forry yoii fliqidd feel^ 
aiid which I am by no means, .folicitous to 
preferve. I muft beg the favoor of you 
t0 defift hereafter froni the trouble of 
watdiing where I am. It is greatly de- 
graiding a charafter which I wifii> ftiU ta 
relpeft. We will, if y ou pkale^ rnmoafiy 
forget this interview, and the .circum- 
dances that led to it; and pai^don me if^ 
i' fey that before we jvdger fo hardly of 
t%e ebnduft of others, it were well if we 
were more candbiis of our own.. I wi&. 
you a geod mofBing.'^ 
* ' Montgomery was then haftenu^ away, 
having throwi^ the bank not^e on the tables 
but Mrs. Royftcm, not eii£ly repuUbd, 
gmA'^^ Stay, Momgomery, one moment* 
Don't expofe me to ^ agonies of nsfent*. 
nient iihac iiiviU know tia bounds^ remem* 
bar • ■. • 

A 

..**; Hf9 to 90 filly Jikf ^jwousui'lbifB^A^ . ... 
J Oh? 
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Oh! Montgomery ! what mnft be the vio-= 
lence of chat aifedion which could urge 
me to go fucb lengths, Alas ! it has made 
me forget every thing-— my honoiP^ 917 
children, ray peace!'* She then paded^ 
affected to look tenderly oa him ;. and as- 
(lie found him umnoved by violent de^ 
clacnatioa^ fuddenly changed her battery,* 
and diflblving into tears^ threw herf^ 
on a ieat^ and pix>duced a very affeding, 
byftericr 

But Montgomery, who as^ weiJ on ac-^ 
count, of her condu^ towaids him -as he^ : 
defamation of Ethelinde. coniiderisd her 
rather as a monfter than a womar>^ feie 
more abhorrence than pity ; apd i^Uin^ 
her that lie recomUnended , it to her to^ b^ 
calm and to return homey, b^. rciblutely» 
walked down ftair$ and le^ the houfe^ 
Shuddering at the diflb^u^ copdiM^t of J^ 
viplient and diTguftiog^wpm^a^y.he ffl^ C9nr 
£deyably relieved in fafiv^gref^tH^ bfif 
money, and- in having eicap^,. 0ioug|^ 
w^ oniy^ a^^ngl^^-gui^ea m hi^' poc^^^ 
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from diehoufc and patronage of her IkiR 

band. . He now rccolleftcd feveral fingu- • 

Itr circumffauices in her beisaviour. towards 

Kim, which. His ignorance of the world, 

and the great<freed6m of -behaviour among: 

the veteran women of &rnion.who fre- 

^ented her fa^ufe^ . had made him regard-i- 

tffk of at the time thSey occuored.. H6. 

always thought Her behaviour verydifguft- 

itgly forward, and had heard! that her 

charafter had for fome years ^ been very^ 

equivocal V. but (he. was- oner ofthofe: 

women who : interefted him- fo little.that: 

Be^ve hardly, aiiy^ atteatioa to wfaat.he.- 

lewrd about. Bei';. bold, unfeeling^ aad. 

4»nng, taMng dauoSefsly of every riuB^ 

IfWiout uaderftaodittg, and ccnfuriag; am, • 

^nioQfly, the. conduft of oftew widioot: 

STiJ? ^^^' *'** principle. OB Tirtue.;: 
•WjUy ^diftpew tohcr hyfband,ilft did; 
•o^bpenly-ridie^ rhi^ becaufe hfcr own-. 
Jndeitiight I«yc fti^rcd fiom hk lo6 oft 

*ff ^^- hiring bi^ught him agnat 
fate, Jhfe k^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 

that:. 
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that he couM not notice her gpiUahcries^ 
leaft in cbnAiqiicnce of a durorcfe lie fhouki 
be compelled to return her fortune ; and 
(ecure ia that certainty, (he thievr out 
encouragement to every man (he liked aa 
fearlefsly as (he had done in regard t» 
Montgomery, and very feldom met with 
4ny fo infenfible . of her j&Toursi She waa 
$ow no longer young, and had never been 
handfome; her children, £ot (be had fe-* 
yenil, (he confidcred only as incumbrances 
^nd reftraints, and kept them in the nur-- 
fery under the care of fervants^ while (he 
piafled wholp night^^ at the gaming table, 
or in purfuit of fome difcreditable fcheme ; 
aM Roj^fton* occupied by his politics or 
T[i\s la;W. Cuics, blinded by his imaginary 
jgreatncfs or reftrained by his real liule- 
AeTs, fuflf^red h^ unchecked to purfue her 
OKn, way, taking^ care only that her ex-» 
fience (hould not e^oceed a certaih fumt 
whloh; yet' left him: to rccciw a very largo 
ponion of the income (he had. brought 
hhxu 
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Such ' was ichfe ^bman* wh^e vic€ and 
foHy urged hoc to difpute ' the heart of 
Montgomery M«itli the lovely, Hamelefty 
tender Etheliiidp; and failing in herat-- 
tempt, torpurfue wkh infatiable malice 
riie iiHiocent and unconfciaus rival whofe 
attradions had fehdered ber bo^d advances 
foodiods in • the eyes dFatnati that from^ 
their firft ii^ervicw (he h«d befeeld witfr 
unbfhal'coriiplacency. • 
: Montgomery in returning tic the' Borough 
had difmilTed Mrs. RojCt6n wli^slly fiiain 
his mind, and had thought only of Ethe- 
linde, and of the approathing death of 
her father* On his reaching the- door of the 
houfe where (he lodged, he faw Philip, 
(landing at it as if watching for hihi. ** Oh 
Sir ! ** cried the faithful creature, as foon as 
he approached, *^ my mafter is going &ft ^ 
but Sir Edward— >that dear good Sir £d-* 
ward, has releafed the Captain. Thank 
God my poor mafter knows thatcbeibre 
he dies r': . i 

Montgomery now hadened^ in breath^ 
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lefs agitation^ upftairs; and . entering the 
room^ he beheld Colonel Cbefterville fit- 
ting in iiis eafy diair^ fupported on one 
iide by Ethelinde, while on the othec 
young Chefterville was kneeling before 
him ; and Sir Edward Newenden ftood by^ 
furv eying theafTi^fting group with a a>ui|^ 
tenance expreflive of the deep intereil hft 
ttfokin their TorroW. When Montgomery 
eptered ,nobody .fretppd able to fpeak :ta 
him but the dying man» who taking his 
hand from his fon^ held it out towards^ 
him.—** Welcome, ever dear Montgo^ 
mery/' cried he, in a voice which Teemed 
to articulate only by the exertion of all the> 
ftrengih he liad \ek-^*'^ you are come to 
rejoice with me in the releafe of my poor, 
Harry ; and to help me-r-fpr I, alas ! can^ 
not do it— to help me thank this mofl ge- 
nerous of men, who has taken all its bic« 
ternefs from approachinjg death ! '' 

** For God's fake," faid Sir Edward, 
^^ my dear Colonel, let us hear no more 
iff this i th« 9nly thv^g diat i»» tlm: can.bo 

gratifying 



gratifying to ine^ i& to fee yoo reviVed m 
fpirits and—** 

*' If generous, dUiniereftcd friehdfiiip 
could dt&rm the hand of deftiny/^ an^ 
fwered the Colonel^ with a placid thougb 
faint fmile^ ^* I fliould ftUl live ; but that 
eannot be, I hardlf know whether I wi(k 



k/*^ 



*< Oh!' attempt it for Gbd's fake r 
tried young GbefterviUet. wildly^ " U^ 
ixmpt it my father— to fave from eternal 
reproach^ from eternal angui(h, your 
wretched^ your repentant fon L" 

** Poor boy !** faid he, looking at hfrni 
with the tcndereft pity, " t would fbrthy 
feke that I couUMvci yet ought not my 

death to be imputable to thee a nd if B 

stn convinced that* thy errors are ab- 
jfored, believe me, Hlirryj my life will 
end more happily thaa it couldi have con<^ 
tinued." 

' *^ And rihall'liye,** exdaimed hi$.fdn 
in a frantic tone, ^ to-be reproached as the 
flten^fter who murdered, hia father--^fuch ^ 
. '^ . fitfhcf 
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&ther too as never man had( Otil uoirs 
no i I cannot be forgiven^— cannot forgive 
myfelf 1 It is impoffible^ for I have iinned 
even more than I havQ dared avow! my. 
folly, my rafiinefs, my wickednefs^ has in? 
volved the innocent, and my wretched- 
nefs is as irretrievable as it is ipfupportw 
abler' 

He now hid his face in the cliair next 
to him. A faint bluQiing arofe in the pale 
and funken cheek of his father; his languid 
eyes were turfied towards Montgomery as if 
to enquire the meaning of .all this; but h^ 
had no flrength to do itbyivords. He 
gafped for breath, and laid hi^ <:onvulfed 
face on the bofom of his daughter* 

Every body was filent; and Montgot* 
mery, who hoped that the fecret of his 
marriage would not now be needlefsly dif* 
clofed to embitter the laft moments of his 
fatlier, was lefs able to fpeak . than the reft* 
At length, as he thought every moment 
of fufpenfe (hortened the fragile life of 
the unhappy ChefterviUcy he tried to fay 

fomething 
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fometlung that might give to this incon- 
fiderate fpecch an interpretation which 
might at once palliate and evade ; but be- 
fore he could form his words to eflfeft this 
purpofe, a fudden exertion of refolution 
enabled the Colonel to fay, though in a 
voice broken by convulfions into which 
this new ftroke feemed to have thrown 
him—" Montgomery* you will not- de- 
ceive me ! If you know to what Ghefter- 
ville alludes, tell me I conjure you ; and 
tell me e*re I die in dread of fomething 
worfe perhaps than the truth.'* 

Thus called upon, and the rcqueft en- 
forced by the fpeaking though agonized 
look which Ethelinde caft towards him, 
Montgomery felt himfelf compelled to 
fpeak— " There is nothing indeed," faid 
he in a tremulous and hefitating way— 
** nothing at which you need be thus cru- 
elly alarmed. Mr. Chefterville met m 
Spain with a young w'oman, of beauty and 
of merit; he loved, and has married her; 
Notliing but his own defpcrate .fituatiori; 

and 
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flhcl your fceble-hcaltH, could liave indnted 
him to attempt that concealment, *vhich 
his prefent diftrefs of mind has,; you fee, 
involuntaFily broken.^* ' : .. . i 

" He i^ married!'* cried his father; 
*^ Weil Harry, let me then hbpe that you 
have another motive to fteadier condu<5t. 
Where is his wife, Montgomery ?" 

Before there was time to anfwer this 
qucftion young Chefterviile fprang eagerly 
forward and proftrated himfelf at the feet 
of his father. **If!you will but forgive 
me— if you will but recrive her !'* He 
<2ould add no more. * Montgomery, trem- 
bling at the fitiiation irito which his inipctu- 
aafity had thrownthe Colonel, who was now 
evidently convulfed, and feeing Ethclinde 
.fit down fupported by Sir Edward as if (he 
was herfclf dying, was determined to 
Ihorten a fcene fo impoflible to be long 
jendured. *' Mis. Chefterviile," 'laid he, 
« is in the apartment in >the prifon ; from 
whence, perhaps, it were better to fetch 
bcr." 

•* Cer- 
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« Ccrtatidy;' faid Str Edward. *^ My 
dcat Cdonei; do you wifh to receive thfc 
wife of -your foni?'' He fpoke not v but 
by a motion of his head and hand he figni- 
fiedbis confent; and young Chefterville 
Halting from his knees, would have flewn 
out of the room ; but Montgomery flopped * 
him, and holding hi^ arm forcibly, faid-^ 
*' For God's fake, Chefterville, be more 
like a rational creature, or you will rehder 
it impoffible for your beft friends to do you 
any good. Are you in a iituation to apt> 
pear abroad ? Ought you to leave your 
father if you were.?" Chefterville, con* 
vinced in a moment that he was wrongi 
wrung the hand of his friend in filence ; 
and fuifering Rim to depart, he walked 
back and fat himfelf down as tranquilly zt 
he could, by the fide of his fitter. •* Speak, 
Harry, to your father^*' faid Sir Edward ; 
•^ and as I truft you have not ^ven him a 
daughter unworthy of him, explain to him 
who (he is and prepare him for her recep- 



tion/* 



Young 
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Young Chefterville then, in a low ani 
tremulous tone, related, as briefly as he 
could, her hiftory; and when he men- 
tioned that (he was related to Montgomery,^ 
a gleam of pleafure lightened in the eye» 
of his father — *^ You need not, Harry, 
have concealed this from me. You have 
been indifcreet, but not dilhonourable. I 
forgive you, becaufe you have married a 
woman of honour ; becaufe (he boafts of a 
portion of that blood which warms the 
generous heart of Montgomery ; and be- 
caufe I know too well the. force of that 
pa(rion, which I once felt for that dear 
woman whom I hope foon to rejoin in 
Heaven.-i— -Let me leave my blc(fing, it 
is all I have to give, to her children!'* 

" Stay, Sir,*' cried young Chefterville 
^eagerly, and again falling on his kneesi 
*' 'till (he ^ whom you deign to receive as 
your daughter- can (hare it with \js.'' At 
this moment Montgomery entered, leading 
Vidorine, Her hufband ftarced up, 
caught her in his arms, and bade her 

Vo^- "I- L proftratc 
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proftratc hcHelf at the feet of his father. 
Montgomery, dreading that fuch a fcene 
tnight dtfmiis the feeble life which was fb 
nearly extinguilhed, would have checked 
(he impetuous eagemefs of his friend ; but 
the Colonel faid— " I can bear it, Mont- 
f;omery. — It is a laft effort.*— Let me die 
at leaft in doing what appears to be my 
duty/' A cordis^ was now adminiilered ; 
be prefied hi^ hand to his heart as if to 
Hop its, violent jQuttering; and after a 
moments paufe, proceeded—- 

^^ Receive, Harry, my laft bleifing^ 
«nd oMiy my laft advice be remembered ! 
«— You have married ; let your future ftudy 
be to make up in tendernefs and attention 
to your wife, that want of fortune which 
now perhaps (he does not feel.-— I charge 
you with my departing breath to aft by 
her like a. man of honoun— She is young ; 
I hop^ Ac is worthy ; try to reftore her 
to her fathers remembrance ; much is to be 
boped for from Mr. Harcourt,^-As Sir 
Edward has nobly releafed yon^ let "him 

ilifca 
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direft what ufe you (hall make of youf 
liberty : and among the new duties which 
you will have to perform, remember the 
everlafting gratitude you owe to him.* * * 
He was now obliged to ftop for breath ; 
and the mournful paufe was broken only 
by the fobs of Chefterville, who with dif- 
ficulty fupported the terrified and weeping 
Viftorine. " Another duty,** continued 
the Colonel, ^^ you will (hare with Sir 
Edward Newenden and with Montgomery ; 
it is that of protedting your filler; and X 
Charge you, Harry, as you would give 
peace to my departing foul, CQO&kr thb 
as what you are doubly bouod to execute* 
I have only one word to &y to yau 
more.;— May it make a lafting impre(fioa» 
-—I have committ%:d numberle& follies t 
fatal ones indeed too many of them have 
proved; but among the exoeflb of my 
youth, and amidft tl^e cootagicm of very 
diflblute fodety, I never rejeded the doc« 
trine I was too weak to pra£tUe; and 
tbo' I ferved not my God as 1 jodg^t to 

L0 % kave 
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have done, I never outraged his name* 
Believe me, Harry, it is this, tho* hea- 
ven knows it is but negative merit, that 
jiow enables me to die— to die with fomc 
degree of tx)urage ; to leave what I beft 
love on earth to the providence of that 
gracious being, who will, I am perfuaded, 
receive, forgive, and tinite me to your 
mothen You are young.— You have, I 
am afraid, been too much mifled-— Before 
you are fettled by habit in impious defiance 
of Heaven, refleft .on the laft moments of 
your father ; and wait not till yon are re- 
duced to the brink, of the grave, ere you 
learn to brave its terrors by rcftitudc and 
religion.^ 

Young Chefterville, unable to fpeak, 
tiffed his father*s hands, as if to promifc 
all he defired of him* Viftorine, who 
underftood Very imperfeftly what pafled, 
would have done the fame : but he defired 
her hufband to rarfe her towards him : 
and taking her in his trembling arms, he 
kiifed her cheek and blefled her; then, 

after 
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after 'a Ignger paufc, during which He 
breathed With great difficulty, he txirned 
his eyes towards his daughter, who fat al- 
moft lifeleft by him. — *^ Ethelinde,'* cried 
he— ^^ fource of my beft hopes on earth !-^ 
image of her who is my mediatrix in Hea»- 
yea !-^ I: die— and leave you indigent;-— 
but iiot ufiproiefted :-ithat -power wliom 
1 have too much negtedbed^ has yet pitied 
me; and has foftehed the horrors of this 
parting, * by rAifing up for you a generous, 
\a difintefreftedi friend in'tSir Edward New- 
eiKletf. - 'H€ will be your father — and your 
•proteftor ; - and you have two brothers 
who-, win glory in afting with him— the 
dear repentant Chefterville, and the noble 
minded Montgon>cry.— If ever it fliould 
be your fortune to poffefs fuch a compe- 
tence as. mj^y enable you,, without cruelty 
to him,' to unite your fafe with his, I 
believe your lot will be as happy as my 
fpndnefj' could with for you; but if that 
ihpuld npyer happen^- my daughter is too 
generous to» ca^ry poverty and forrow into 

•'•';• Li xiic 
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f&e bofom of the man flie loves. Sir Ed* 
ward^ to you> as her iecond lather^ I be- 
queath my E(helii](dc«''— *-« This was fiud 
fi> feebly that it v^as hardly heard. Sir 
Xdwafd^ wboie manly coimtemnce was 
covered with tears^ could anfirer nothings 
while he prefiisd to his lips the hand of 
Ethelinde^ that Colonel Cheftervilie had 
put into his ; bat Montgomery^ who law 
his beft hopes fuTpended, if not deftroyed^ 
by the injunftion her father had Iain on 
her^ would have fpoken if he could^ or if 
there had been any hope of bdng heard ; 
but the voic6 which had yet made anothd: 
effort to thank hkn^ was ftifted by the 
hand of death; and the ear which had 
been foothed fo often by his generous 
fricndfhip, was clofing for ever. A faint 
ai3d deadly dew broke out on the forehead 
of the Colonel— -a film cova*ed his cloiing 
eyes-— his pulfe beat no longer— and in a 
moment, after he had pronounced the 
name of Ethdinde^ while (till he deemed 
by the motion of his lips to invoke blef* 
fings on her> his gallant fptrit 6cd. 

No 
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No fooner was Chefterville- fenfibk of 
his deaths than, inilead of calmly endea- 
vouring to execute his laft: wifhes by ten*- 
dernefs and attention to hk iifter and hi^ 
wife, he ftarted up like a lunatic, and 
(hrieking out that at laft it was all over— - 
that he had now killed his father ailliredly 
—he iaatched his fword, and was running 
away he knew not why or whither : Vic* 
tonne had fallen fenfelefs from his arms 
on the floor; and Ethefinde, who faw 
and heard in the deep ftupefadtion of grief^ 
without haying a diftindt idjsa of aay 
thing, gaaied without Ihedding a tear on 
the face of . her dead parent.-*^' Stop 
that madman^ fop God's fake !'' cried Sir 
Edward Newenden to Montgomery. Mont- 
gomery nut after him,, overtook him on. 
the ftaircafe, and tried to fwce htm back; 
tout he ftruggled violently againft^ bis 
friend's efforts; and venting on him. all the 
fucy he meditated againft himfelf, he would 
even have^ftruck him, if Montgomery hid 
not forcibly confined his arms* They 

L 4 were 
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were however fo equal in (Irength^ that 
the cooteat ion could not laft long. Chef- 
terville^ abfolutely frantic, threw his 
friend from him, and plunging from the 
top to the bottom of the flairs, he fell 
againfl the lafl balufler with violent force 
— flunned himfelf^and lay bleeding on 
the ground. 

Nothieg but the confufion this fbuggle 
occafioned, could have roufed Ethelinde 
-from her mournful cdntemplation on the 
countenance of her father. But fhe flarted 
at hearing the voice (^ Montgomery fo 
loudly contending with her brother ; and 
Sir Edward faid to her with qiiicknefs— 
'* Recolfeft yourfetf, Ethelinde; — my 
friend, your dear father, is gone!— -We 
can now do no more for him. — Let me 
haften you from hence with this poor 
young woman, who mufl I am fure- excite 
your pity. — Let me fee you in a place of 
fafety'!— and let me try to calm your bro- 
thier." At this moment Montgomery ran 
into the: room.— ^^ I believe," faid he, 

« Cheftcrvilic 
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^ Ghefterville has deftroyed himfelf. — For 
Heaven's fake. Sir Edward, fee what is to 
be done.? Sir Edward then feized the 
hand of Ethelinde,,>and putting his other 
arm round herrwdft,' he drew her towards, 
-thefdocfrj^defirmg Montgbmepy to. attend' 
'toViftorinep wIiq bc'ii^" abfokitely infenfi^ 
blc, he took: in Iris arms,.' and with the 
:a0iftaace *o£*ohc of the fervants of the 
houfe carried dovv'ii flairs, ordering poor 
Pfciiipi who had cbeen a weeping withefe 
of the whole fcehr, to ^ attend to the re- 
ma'Iris ()f his deceafed matter. 

ChcHerville, who had received a violent 

Goritufion Oft* "his head, was now lifted 

from* the ground, and carried into a little 

back roc&i inhabited by the people of the 

houfe. JHither Ethelinde and Viftorme 

^were brought alfo; where, as foon as the 

latter recovered, a new' terror awaited her. 

She faw her hufband^ his palid face co- 

:vered with blood,, and his eyes clofed; 

and concltidkig that he was dead alfo, (he 

Velapfed .'again into total infeniibility. 

L 5 By 
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By this time the reafontng and argtr- 
rnents of Sir Edward had prevailed over 
the torpid forrow of Ethelinde : he made 
her feel that it was her docy t«( exert her* 
fclf; he affurcd her that oothii^ elie 
coutd prevent the frantic grie£!<tf' her bro- 
ther from driving him Mito feme fuat 
excefs; and thactho' u preiem faift wild 
frenzy had not materially hurt hm^ there 
yt^ no anfwering for future confoqiien^es^ 
unlefs (he had courage to imerpofe be- 
tween him and hts defpair« Montgomery, 
who had been occupied in «ffiftisg Ch^ 
tervtUe and his wife, now approached her 
and enforced thefe arguments* Ethelinde 
could not (hed tears ; their (burce 
feemed ta be exhaufted; but flie iighed 
deeply, and giving an hand to each of 
her friend), (he faid, very iiuntly— " i 
will, indeed, do all that is in my power ; 
I will try to do all I ought to do; and 
you wili both ai&ft me, I know;— you 
will both help to take care of my unfortu* 
mate brother and bis wife :--^you know I 

cannot 
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cannot ftir from hence myiel£ to :tttend< 
theiti.** 

'' Not ftir from hence ?^^ faid Sir Ect 
ward---'* Why not V 

" Becaufe,'* replied (He, « KwiU not 
kave my father^ P know he is dead^^ 
but tiU r muji quit him^ H wilL (l^y by alL 
that reinaias o£ him/' •' 

/' Indeedynofliallnot'/Taid SirEdwarli. 
*' Pardobn^^ if the fird e^erc^eof my 
power fl» your guardian is to infift on your 
relinquilhing a pn^eA fo improper^ an4^ 
taking .you^ tegecfaer with your brother and 
h» wife, to my own houle/' 

MoBCgomeryi who doubted^ little of 
the honour of Sir Edward as bis own^ 
could not oppofii^ though he could nc< 
Improve this* imentioii; , To Sir Edward^a 
care Btheltnde Had been confided by ihe 
)aft* words of her father^ and nothing rer 
fiiained but to fuficr htm to exert that 
protedxon which he himfelf had no means 
of offering. . . J 

Ethclinde. 



Zi8 ' K' f H E L t V D E, an 

EthelindehbxVeter ftiirobj^dfed to b'eing 

removed: but Sir Edward infilling firmly 

on it, and aflbring her that Pbilip had the 

charge of the remains of her beloved 

parent, (he relndtantly confented to depart ; 

•having however extorted a promifc from 

both Sir Edward and Montgomery, that 

(he (hould fee her* father once more before 

•he was carried to the btipiil place of his 

anceftots. This point being gained, and 

Chcfterville reftored to fome ' cotnpofurc, 

to vvhich the ftupor from the blo^ apd the 

lofs of bledd contributed . more * than all 

Sir Edward's ' arguments, an hackney 

*coach wis -procxife J; 'lA which V?dtorine, 

Ethelinde, and her^brtfiher were ^aced; 

and Sir *Ed ward intrcating Mohtg<>rtiery to 

gWfe proper orders'* for the funeral/ the 

expencd of which he todk ufyif A^ himfel^ 

defirirtg* that it mSght be fuch ai became 

the rank ^and family of the Colonel, he 

C0!ndu6ied the mournful group to his 

houfe in Hanover Square. 

CHA.P- 
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CHAPTER XL 



M0NTGOM.ERY having fccn 
Ethelinde dqpart with Sir Edward, her 
brother and his wife; ftayed to diredt what 
was immediately neccffary in regard to the 
remams of his deceafed friend ; and having 
acquitted himfelf of this melancholy duty, 
he retired, overcome with grief for th'e 
'.prcfenf, andforrpwful prefagcs of the futurd, 
to^ his owa little apartment;, which he 
WfwSld immediately have difcharged, in 
o^der-to ..remove himfelf nearer to any 
,ptec6 where Ethelinde might for the pre- 
fent. remain, but he had- no 'means of 
paying eve» for the little time he had been 
thefe, tiU he received another fupply of 
inoney from ,his mother. 
. Abforbed in forrow for her recent and 
irreparable lofs, Ethelinde had for the firft 
day no, power jp rcfle<5t on., any thing elfe. 

Her 
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' On his arrival he found his; Lordfhip 
on the point of getting into hit chariot; 
he could not therefore be denied; but 
hearing that Sir Edward Newenden waked 
on him on particular bufinefs, he \yei\t 
back to his ftudy, and Sir Edtyard. followed 

him. . jr 

< ...» 

'^ I waited on you, my Lord/' faid he 
very, coldly, " to. defire to he.ar if your 
Lordftiip has any di regions to givc.re- 
Jative to the funeral pf your brother, -which 
is to take place on ,Xhurfday in Worceftcr- 
ibireV' . . .' . ?* -. , . \ ^ 

" ^The funeral. Sir?*' faitd he, affeiSting 
or feeling great ^urpri^e , md concern* 
" Is my brother dead?" ^ 

*^ Is it poffible you can be ignorant of 
It ? did not Mr. Montgomery fome days 
ago inform you, my Lord, ^ of his defperatic 
fituation, and folicit you to feei him ?-^ 
There was then no hi^pe of his recovery, 
and he has now been dead three days." 

The heart of Lord Hawkhurfl; had not 
yet loft all its feeling, and his countenance 

now 
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now teftified that grief and remoric had 
ftized it. ^* Good God !** exclaimed he^ 
and kis lips trembled as he fpoke^ '^ I had 
not, I give you my honour. Sir ELdward^ 
the leaft notion— I fay, that I had not the 
lead idea of his being {o ill; none in 
the world ; and I never was fp aftonifiied 
in my life !— Really it is ftrang^ that«— 
that his— ^diat his fon— his daughter— » 
never thought proper to inform me/' 

^ His (on, my X^ord, was, as you un^ 
dbnbtedly knew, a piifoner; his dau^ter, 
too much occupied by her attendance on 
btm, to be able a moment ta leave him.— • 
They thought probably, that the infor- 
mation Mr. Montgomery gave you,, 
would have been fi^cient to have excited; 
your brotherly regard, had any remaiioed* 
for the ColoneL However, my Lord, he 
U gone t and now wants nothing that can 
tax the kindnefs oMtts family. I thought^ 
as his Executor, I ought to inform you 
that he defired his remains might be de- 
pofited with his anceftors : but it is not 

my 
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my intention to j^ive you any farther 
trouble." Sir Edward then rifing was 
leaving the room, when Lord Hawkhurft 
in great con&fion detained him.—'' Yet a 
moment. Sir Edward,— favour me— • 
I give you my honour I am really in 
extrcaie affliftion— Pray tell me^— ^what 
can I now do ?**— i* 

'' Nothing, myLord. The dead cannot 
be recalled, and your concern is merely 
thrown away.— A few days fince indeed 
a little attention, though it could not have 
arrefled the ftrole of death, would have 
mitigated its pain; and my poor friend 
might have left the worM in the hope 
that the kindnefs withheld from him 
would be extended to the proteftion of hit 
children.«>^But now all concern on your 
Lord(faIp's part is tellified too late, and 
cati avail nothing.** 

'* But his fon. Sir Itdward,'* faid Lord 
Hawkhurft in yet encreafing embarraf- 
ment— " can I contribute now to his re- 
Icafc r . 

*' Ho 



" He is rclcafed, my Lord; he is at 
prcfent with me.— -If however you will 
hereafter confider him as your nephew, 
and aflift . in proairing fome provifion for 
hiili,, it will be well ; in * the mean time, 
if your Lordfhij) has no commands for me 
relative to the mournful office that remains 
to he performed, I wilJLnot loQger detain 
ypu". Sir Edward- then baflilj departed ; 
not without feeling fome fati^fadion in 
perceiving that he ;had leftj^ in the callous 
^ofom of Lord Hawkhurfl, . pain which 
he w^ not likely foqn. to lofe.' 

As foon as he was gone, Lor4 Hawkhurft 
went op to his wife's apartment, where 
the change of his countenance immediately 
announced to. her and her daughters that 
fomething bad made him uneafy : and 
he informed them immediately of xhfi 
death of his brother, and thq concern he 
felt that its fuddcnntfs had prevented his 
feeing him. 

The proud, felfifli and xinfc eUng woman to 
whom be addreffed himfclf,had many motives 

to 
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to urge her to.flifle and counteradt as much 
as poflible thefe emotionis in the mind of 
her hufb'ahd.— She dreaded the expencc 
he might feel himfelf bound to engage in 
On behalf of the children of his brother, 
in order to reconcile his own mind to. the 
fiegledl of him while he lived ;— (he dreaded 
leaft Ethelinde fliould be taken to the pro- 
tcftion moft natural to offer her, for (he 
was too handfomc not to eclipfe her daugh- 
ters, and might too probably attraft the 
notice of her fon; — and fhc knew not to 
what extremes his Lordftiip might go in 
making reparation, if once fhe fuffercd 
him to confider it as a duty at alL For 
thefe reafons (he heard very coldly the ac- 
count her hufband gave her, and then faid 
•— ** Well, my Lord, but you could not 
poflibly help what has happened.— I am 
forry you arefo much Concerned about it} 
but I cannpt fee wherein you are to 
blame.— You cannot dilpofe of life and 
death/* 

" I wifh 



ftjS ETHKLIKDS^ OR 

^' I wUh, however, I had fecn him the 
day Mr. Montgomery called here." 

^' Of what ufc would it have been ? it 
would only have made you uncafy: and 
befides, how could you go to fuch a place, 
you know, as where he had put himfelf. 
Really one has enough to do to attend 
one's own appointments, and cultivate ac- 
quaintance for the benefit of one's own 
family/' 

^* He was of my own family ,** faid 
Lord Hawkhurft, very gravely: '* the 
only (urviving brother of four.'' 

•* WeU, weU, my Loixi," faid her 
Lady(hip, much alarmed at his eamefinefs, 
'' you always treated him as fuch I am 
fure while it was in your power with- 
out hurting your own children; which 
certainly nobody can expeft : I wifh thtt 
you bad fecn him, fince you fancy that 
you fhould in that cafe have been lefe con- 
«med ; tho' for my part I think it is bet- 
»t as it is, as it only (hocks cmc to fee 
£ck people^ and is befides hazardous to 

liedth. 
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healthy and furely quite ufelefs. I hope 
you will not forget your appointment to 
day at four with the Duke ef -— — , 
who aiTured me he would grant the favour 
you wanted done for young Partington^ the 
lawyer's fon; and you know how much 
my fon*$ election on the probable vacancy 
depends on his exertion. It wants now 
only a few moments to four.— Pray my 
Lord don't think of negleAing your ap- 
pointment.'* 

" I might well be excufed, Madam^'* 
replied he, " fince the arrival of this 
Intelligence. I rather wifli to confider 
what is to be done with the children ojf 
my brother^." 

'* Done with them ? Why I fuppofe 
they'll be taken care of. I dare fay he 
left fomething handfome; and I am told 
that they have a great many friends. You 
know, my Lord, that with fuch a family as 
you have of your own, you cannot in rea- 
son be expeded to do more than aflift 
«ny other friends they may have." She 

thea 



tkea rang the bell, and ordered her own 
carriage to go out with her daughters to 
biiy mourning; and with the moft pcrfeft 
. apathy left her hulband to <iig^ft Ws re- 
gret and vexation as well as he could; 
having given him only to underftand, that 
it was not her pleafure to offer an afylum 
to his niece, or to make up in kmdnefs 
to his nephew the negledt his deceafed 
Father had fo cruelly experienced. But 
tho' flie forbade his taking any meafuFes 
toleffen his regret, Ihe could not prevent 
his feeling it : the fpeeches df Sir Ed- 
ward Newenden had funk deeply into his 
mind ; and natural affection, the recollec- 
tion of his parents, the honor of his family, 
every thing contributed to imprefs bip 
w^th concern fo poignant, that the ufual 
remedies of plunging into other purfuits, 
; and drowning recpUedtiorn sftiiid the. bufi- 
-.nqfs and politics of the worlds frcmed 
>vholly inefficacious. Unable however to 
, bear bis own tefleftions, his Loixlfiiip was 
JcqmpeUed to have recourfe to diefe remc- 
' . I . ^/.dies. 
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dies: and not daring to do what hi^ 
heart didlated, which was, to have fent 
immediately an offer of proteftion to his 
nephew and niece, he went forth reluctantly 
and in pain, to fee how far the miferable 
negociations he had engaged in to promote 
his parliamentary intereft, and the fuccefs 
of the crooked politics by which his wife 
was ever urging him to promote the intc- 
reft of his children, would reprefs the 
murmurs of his confcience, and obliterate 
the idea now fo predominant in his mind 
^— diat of his only brother, haftened to- 
wards the grave by his unkindnefs, and 
perifliing thro' grief, penury and negleft, 
in the precindts of a prifon, to which his 
paternal tendernefs had led him. 

Sir Edward, without waiting for any 
affiftance from the • ear relations of his 
friend, faw the laft ofiices performed, and 
attended his remains to the burial place of 
his anceftors; where, having feen them de- 
pofited with the refpeft his rank and family 
demanded, he returned to town; miferable 

Vol III. M himfdf. 



l^ioiMf;^ toTineet a futnily cquaU^ tinhap- 
pf»^. Duiiog his ^fencc, Montgomery 
isfld/beoo every day with Chcfterville and 
Sthelindc* His remonftrances^ mingled 
vith foothing pity, had- {bftened t1ieol> 
Curate grief of the bnothcTy who now 
begaa to. look forward to his future life : 
hnjt he had not fteadinefs enough ferioufly 
to contemplate a profpeft which offered 
Q<M:bing but darknefs and defpair. He 
bad GO reliance but on Sir Edward; yec 
w;as already (b much obliged to biok, that 
he dared not exped: fs^rther affiftance, or 
bear the thoughts of intruding on hi« good^ 
fiefsi Utterly without money and wiih* 
out profefnon, deeply in debt to Sir Edr 
ward, and with a wife to fupport, hf 
JSffi^w not on what to determine; an4 fre- 
quently from mere inability to bear his 
cswf^ rtffiedions, he * had rccourfe to il^f 
{little, to obtain a temporary relief from 
tbc w retched nefs that purfuel hinu 

■This was an aggravation of the already 
M^u^pouable forrows of J^thelinde; noi: 

i;ould 
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Gould even the attempts of Moatgdnvrrf 
to coafole and re-affure her fucceed. Sh^ 
law herfelf wholly dcflitute, and without 
dependance but on the bounty of a maA 
to whofe fiiendfhip (he knew the moRi 
evil interpretation would be given by the 
world; and which^ fince his feparacioiv 
from Lady Newenden, (he could not with 
nay attention to her charaifter continue to 
receive. Montgomery, equally indigent, 
had too long bellowed in attendance on 
her, that time and thofe abilities by which 
only he could hope to remedy the injuilice 
of his deftiny : his projeA of going to the 
£aft Indies Ibe heard of no more ; and ia 
Ms anxiety and tendtmefs for her ho 
feemed to have forgotten the necelfity of 
attending to himfelf : yet Ihe determined 
whatever it coft her to remind him of it j 
and to tear herfelf from him, while her 
hearc was if poflible more devoted to him 
than ever. The fituation of her brothei^ 
^ve her more pain than Ihe was capable 
of feeling for herfelf; Ihe could tiot bea'f 

M z to 
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to think of his being fuppottcd wholly by 
Sir Edward Newenden ; whofe fortune/' in 
confequence of the entire (eparation he 
meditated from his wife, muft foon be 
much circumfcribed; and the fums he had 
already paid for her father and her bro- 
ther, (he knew there was no pro{pe(^ 61 
his ever receiving : yet young Cheffer- 
viUe feemed at tiirtes fo entirely * to * li^vc 
lolt all that manly fortitude which. Ihigtit 
yet lidve retrieved his affairs, and \gave 
wky With fo' little refiftance to thie mdulg- 
ence of all his former irictihatioris, ' tliat 
Ihe defpaired of every Mn^■^^Jg 
lited to him; and gave up the 'hope IhV 
h^d once entertained, tliat liis Carriage 
iTirght, by giving a new turn to nis mmd 
ahd enfordng the rieccflity or pmdcncc^ 
become the means of entirely changing 
his conduftl When the violence of the 
firft (hock given him by tbe death of his 
father was over, and when the attentive 
friendfliip of Montgomery had rouied 'fiiqi 
from the lethargy Into which he after- 
wards fell, his manner appeared to her 

more 



TB£ RECLUSE Of JI^E. L-<kI^E. !|^ 

more. w;il<i t^h^n ever. So^iwiliV^^f :1>^ 
talked ratignally of his futu^je. proff fd^ 
and hinted at a projedt of going .tp. lfidi,a^ 
with Montgomery : but on other occafion^ 
he feemed either teizcd and offended by. 
the folicijtude and uneafinefs.his friend aqcl 
his fifter expreffcd ; or, heating his inijigi- 
nation with wine, he laughed away ^heiD 
remonftrances; declared -that he feared 
nothing but being preached to death; 
that he had a fure refource againft diftrefs, 
and ftiould do well- enough. - Poor Viftq- 
rine, too young to judge of his real fituj^- 
tion in a country to the cuftoms of which 
(he was a ftranger, wept when (he found 
him unhappy; but, believing it impofliblc 
he could be wrong, fmiled when (he fovmd 
him gay; and fancying that with him flie 
could never be fenfible of any hardfliip, 
or need any other confplation than his af- 
fection, (he often thought that Ethelinde 
and Montgomery were unkind to fay any i 
thing that vexed him; and indeed of^ 
aiding their remonftrance, tried only to . 

M 3 . foothc , 
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Ibothe him itoifo fofgetfulucls that rc«io»- 
ftrances had ever been ttiiKk^ or w^re ii 
«iy degree neceffary. 

Such was the fituatton of the party at 
sir Edward Newenden's town hbiife, wlieh 
he returned out of Worceftcrihirc from 
the funeral of Colonel Cheftervillc; and 
* in a fort of mournful fluftuation they COR- 
trinucd above a week. Sir Edward, too 
'well aware of the advantage Lady New- 
cnden would take of hi's receiving Ekhe- 
•linde and her family into his houfe, could 
liot however determine to part with her; 
Bor bear to think that when fhe quitted 
him flie muft be thrown entirely into the 
jirotedion of Montgomery, and would 

- pi^obably avail herfelf of the neceffity of 
Jaer circumftaftces to excufe to herfdf the 

- imftfudence of a marriage where neither 
^^arty pofTeiied the means of procuring 

- ttie rieceflaries of life. His mind, occu- 
-^ied by this idea, by the uncertainty 
^ of what he could do with Cheftervillc, 

tod by his determinaurion to Hvc no more 

with 
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mxh Lady New«den, was torn w:i^R 
conftaot uneaiinefs^ and agitated by un^ 
certainty hove he ought to ad : white 
his attachment to Ethelinde, and his fond- 
nefs for his children^ who were now with 
him in town, and under her care^ alone 
fbftened with tender fenfation the da^k 
and confufed chaos which obTcured his 
£icukied> while they opprefled his heart* 
'. At thofe hours when Montgomery w^s 
ROC with tbem. and when Cheftcrviile and 
his wife were accidentally abfent, Sir E<jl- 
ward would bring his children into^ ^he 
K)om where Ethelinde fat, and placing 
himfelf in another part of it would pretend 
to be engaged with a book. But his 
thoughts were not ofi what he feemed to 
read^ but on Ethelinde; and towar(js her 
his eyes were turned whenever he found 
her not likely to obfcxve him. He no 
longer ftruggled to conquer a paflion with 
which he had long thought it a point of 
honour to contend; but tho' he was eon^ 
teat la fiiffer all its< hopelefi violence, he 

M 4 was 
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tras fo truly in loyo, that her intetcft, her 
happinefs, and her fame, were; the.firft 
objcds of his folicitude; to them he 
thought he could facrifice even ^he delight 
of feeing and pf ferving her: but when the 
image of Montgomery — the happy Mont- 
gomery arofe; when he fancied that he 
w^s cxclufively poffcffed not only, of her 
love, but of hf r efteem and gratitude for 
his fervices to her father, his heart rebelled 
againi^ his reafon and his principles; and 
the conflidt was often fo violent, that he 
was on the point of telling Ethelinde the 
excefs of his fatal prepoffeffion, and en- 
treating l^er to punifli him by condemning 
him to eternal abfence. The mournful 
filence of thefe meetings was feldom 
Ibroken but by the fportive queftion^, or 
innocent playfulnefs of the children, who 
were much fonder of Ethelinde than ever 
t^^ey had been of their niothen One 
inorning while, Ethelinde ,an4,his fathcc 
we^•e fitting together, before. th? C*W^y 
•^^jjl^d at brefJ^faft, .the eWeft bpy ij^ft 
„, ' ■ ' ^ifpUying 
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difplaying bn the carpet variety of *^Kfl^- 
drens books, which had been pui'chifelt 
for him the day before; and among the^ 
pidtures with which they were adorned he 
was- pointing out to his brother, a good 
boy and hi$ mama. 

^* Yes George, and we had a mama 
once,^' faid the fenfible little Newenden; 
" but nurfe fays we muft not aik for her 
now, for Ihe is gone a great way off, and 
will never love us any more.*'—" I want 

4 

riiama" cried George, who was- hardly 
three vears oM. 

** Yes,'* an(\vcred Edward, *^ but mama 
-i-poor mama, is taken quite away from 
us ; and now we have nobody to love' lis? 
but nurfe, and papa, and coufin'Ethy.^^^'"' 

Sir Edward, who at the beginnitfg^ ^ 
this little dialogue had lain dbwn'^HR 
book, and turned as pale as death, iltf^ 
burft into tears, and ' running to* his fwa 
boys, he threw himfelf down by them^ 
dafped t^em'Mldly in his arms, and be-^ 
cdifae'fo' agonized with paffidn^that EtKi^5 
^ • M 5 lindc. 



._^ < 



linde^ Vrho was not \tik afTdfled^ thought 
it JDfcceffary to iaterpofe.— •" For God's 
fake^ Sir Edward/' cri^d ftd^ uttempting 
to raife him, ** give not way to emotions 
(o ufelefs and fo diftreffihg.— Be calm — ^be 
compofed, I conjure you; tbefe agonies are 
dreadful ; and fee how they affeft thefc dear 
innocent creatures." 

The voice of EtheMnde had ever a faf- 
cinating power on th6 heart of Sir Edward ; 
it now owned her infliKfnce, but felt only 
tfncreafing tortnciit ; he looked up as (he 
wrung his hand ;— " I aflfeft you,** faid 
he, " I affeA even thefe unconfcious 
little creatures ! -^pardon me— I know it is 
unmanly-— -to weep like a woman, over 
the errors of the worthlefs and unfeeling, 
wjfio have diftionoured and forfaken me 
and mine !"•*-■ Again his voice faultered^ 
aft4 ^ paroXyfm of grief and forrow 
came over him, while he contimied to 
grafp and to kifs the trembling hand of 
Ethelinde. For a moment flie bore in 
&lcnce thefe painful teiliinoiiies c^ his 

perturbed 
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perturbed mind; then trying to coUeft'^ft 
her courage, (he again befought him to be 
appcafed, and to fuffer her to take away 
rfic thildren, from whom the fight of his 
argonies had by this time extorted the mod 
piercing cries of infantine forrow'; and the 
yonngeft of them, a little girl who had 
juft learned to walk, hung fobtihg on" the 
cloaths of Ethelinde, tho^ (he was not old 
enough to underftand that flie had been 
abandoned by a mother whom fhc had 
hardly known. 

" Take them away/' cried Sir Edward, 
^^ I cannot beai- this; but do not ftay 
long from me, for you only can reconcile 
me to an exiftence fo hateful— fo ' ho^e- 
leffly wretched." He knew not what'. Ae 
faid; and Ethelinde, hurrying away the 
children to their nurfe, returned to him^ 
without having the power to -coiledl her 
thoughts fufficiently to be able to re^fbn 
with him. " " ■' ,' 1 

Viaorine and ChcfterviHe entefeii ' the 
breikfj^ room at tlic funi nlohiint,''hfck- 

iiy 
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ily (For Sir Edward^ who was by their pre* 
fence compelled to recall fome degree of 
compofure. Their breakfeft pafTed in 
only fuch converfation as could not be 
avoided^ and alfnoft as foon as it was 
over Viftorine went to her own room, 
and her hufband went out. Sir Edward 
^zs again left alone with Ethelinde ; who 
having been coUeding her thoughts and 
ibrcngthening her refolution during their 
Qkort and melancholy meal^ paufed a few 
motments after the tea table was removed, 
and then addreiled herfelf to Sir Edward, 
who, having feated himfelf on a fopha 
pppofite to her, had thrown his arm over 
it' and leaned his head on his arm, hardly 
feenaing fenfible of who was in the room, 
fiSl her voice awakened bis attention. 

M Will you, my dear Sir Edward'*—- 
iaad ftiCji fpeaking in a low and tremulous 
tcme 5—*' Will you give me a few mo* 
raents patient attention?'' 
^ " A few moments!'' cried he, ftarting 
from the pofture fae was m, md ii^ing 

his 
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his fwc^n eyes on her face—*** A tbou^ 
fand ! a miUicm ! Oh ! would tx> God my 
whole life could be pafled only in liftening 
to that foul (bothing voice— only in gazing 
on that attra&ive^ that fbftly bewitching 
countenance!'* 

JEthelinde had been two or three 
times^ within the lad few days^ alarmed 
and diftrefled by fpeeches of the like 
nature; flilly tho' they pained and con- 
flifed her^ (he was willing to underftand 
them only as the tender efibfions of chat 
warm and lively friendfhip Sir Edward 
had always profcft for her. 

** You are not patient— you are 990 
compofed, nor reafonable ;*' faid flie^ 
looking very grave—" Therefore it were 
better to defer what I have to fay tiU 
another time/' She then arofe to go; 
but Sir Edward haftily quitting his {iskt) 
took her hand.— «** Upon my foid I am 
^*-I will be calm !*' cried he-*^^* garden 
me dcareft Ethy ; there are times v/httt I 
think my reafon is failing me; i^hen I feel 

fo 



fo Wretched that 1 hardly wHh its coritinur 
tnce ;— pray forgive mc— and fit down.-^ 
Ethelinde returned to her feat ; be took his, 
©n the oppofite fide of the table ; and after 
anotiier fbort paufe, ** Sir Edward," faid 
Ihe, colleAing all her courage—" it is I 
think a fortnight to day fince I faw my 
father expire!'* 

^ Yes ^* anfwered he — *^ it is a fort- 
night: but to what purpofc would you now 
recall that diflrcffing fcene to your 
mind r 

** For a purpofe which I hope and be- 
" lieve I (hall ever invariably purfue; that of 
recolleding all 1 have loft in him, and all I 
owe to your unexampled friendfliip. Ab- 
forbed as 1 have hitherto appeared in the 
firft of thefe fentimems, believe me the laft 
has never for a moment efcaped mc* 
Gonfcious that I owe every thing to you ; 
the liberty of my brother, his fupport. per- 
haps" his life, and what was yet dearer to 
itny bleeding heart, the little peace that 
fo<ithed" the' dyiiig moments of my dear 

fufiering 
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fuffering patent, My cten th6 laft mourn- 
fill oiEces that could be performed forbis 
beloved afhes^ 1 would feign—" She 
tried to go on, but finding it impoflible, 
flopped and yielded fo the grief with which 
thefe melancholy images overwhelmed 
her. 

" I promifed you my patient attention 
Ethy,** faid Sir Edward, whofe voice 
was choaked with fobs ; *^ I revoke my 
promife, if it is thus you mean to engage 
it: ofwhatufe is this fruitlefs retrofpcftion, 
this fruitlefs regret which tears you to 
pieces? if you would afford me any pleafurt 
from what I have done, ftiew me that it 
has been ufeful to you, and——" 

" Do not revoke your promife,'* re* 
plied Ethelinde, recovering herfelf by M 
effort— ^^ no, do not revoke it ; but heat 
me, I befeech you, without minding i^6 
^eaknefs which my woman's heart may be^ 
tray me into, in the courfe of what I think 
it neccffary, for both our fakes neceftary, 

that I fl^Mild fay, and rkexyoM Ihpuld k^ax" 

- "Sir 
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5ir ^ward^ ftruck at once with the car- 
ncf^DLcfs of her manner and the purpgjt of 
her words, was filcnt, and (he thu^pror. 
cecded— 

" The fubje<5t of your unhappy divifion 
with Lady Newenden is fo delicate, fo dif-. 
ficult to be touched with, any hopes of ac-. 
coauuodation, that I hardly know hpw to 
fpeak of it;, yet let me, dear Sir Ed\vard>. 
conjure you by all your pall affeftiqn for 
her, by all the tendernefs you feel for your 
children^, hy all your hopes of tranquility, 
h^rc^er, .(ronfider well what you do, whcjx 
yqnx^ throw her off for ever ; ponfider. 
whether your anger has not been raif^ r^i-v: 
therby tranfient and thoughtlefs indifcr^* 
ti^i than by Confirmed and pren^ediutcd 
guilt, , Remember the many inftancc5 
tb^re. have been of ground lefs, unreafon- 
abk j^aloufy, followed by facal confcqucn- 
cf s, -and aik yourfelf whether you (hould 
ever forgive yourfelf, if your fufpicions 
(bpvld bp found ecjually unfoun4ed, and be 

firtl^wed by ffomp dff lombie cataftnppbc-" 

" Deception! 
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•' Deception ! fufpicioii !'^ faid'SJr SSd- 
ward— <^ Is it poffible 1 dould ht dccciviiiT 
am I fo prone to fufpicion ? Alas ! Ethc- • 
lindc, far, very far from being folicitotis t6 
learn that Lady Newenden was culpable, I 
was even mean and daftardly in fhuttingmy 
eyes. As long as it was poffible, I tried, I 
laboured to deceive myfelf ; but the ^11 
which my afFeftion would to the laflr havd 
thrown over her indifcretions, had they 
been merely indifcretions, was forcibly 
torn away by the daring hand of deter- 
mined unbluftiing infamy. Lady New- 
enden, who ftiall no longer bear that dif^ 
graced name than till I can diveft her of 
it by law, is, be aflurcd, unworthy ofyciit 
concern as much as (he difUains your pity. 
The wretch who has robbed me of mypeiteej* 
and my children' of their mother, has y^i' 
another account to fettle with me ; an ac-^ 
count, which will not be the lefs heavy' 
for its being delayed till my doty to thof*^ 
d^folate children is fulfilled by « fcttkM 
mcnt o( my affairs,^ add tilM \lk^6^9im' 

all 
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all I can for the eftimable part of that 
family which my wife has difgraced/* 

There was a fullen and refolute refent- 
ment viiible in Sir Edward's manner^ which 
made Ethelinde tremble : (he RSi would 
have urged the poQibility of Lady New* 
cnden's innocence^ buthefpurned the ides 
when (he attempted to renew the fubje(5t^ 
and faid with impatience— ^^ Speak of ber 
no more^ Ethelinde^ leaft you provoke me 
to curie her, prefs me no more on a topic 
(b hateful — I cannpt anfwer for myfelf." 

" WeU, Sir. Edward, may 1 then fpeak 
ofmyfelf?" 

^* Do, and I will heat you for ever 
widi delight,'* faid he, 

'* Let me then fay, that circumftanced as 
you now are, all the obligations I am under 
to you are of double weight. What we de- 
nominate the world, made up of perfons who 
have either very bad hearts that prompt 
therh to invfent malignant calumnies, or of 
very bad heads which find occupation, and 
amufemeht in bfeHeving and in' fprcad- 
Ing them, will, I have no doubt of it, mif- 

reprcfent 
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rcprefent your kindnefs bo.thtx)^mq ai^d 
to poor Harry. Lady Newendei^, ,,my 
uncle Maltravers, and above all, Mrs. 
Maltravers, who never loved me, will tak^ 
advantage of it ; and while your gencrofity 
is imputed to the moft unworthy motives^ 
my charafter will equally fufFer/* She 
flopped^ hefitated, and after a deep iigh 
went on.— 

"I am well convinced. Sir Edward^ 
that this refleftion muft have occurred to 
you ; though you have never been offended 
with the remonftrances of Mrs. Ludford, 
pr the farcaftic hints of Lord Danesforte**' 

*^ Mrs. Ludford !— Lord Danesforte! 
— what do you mean?"— 

" That both" replied Ethelinde, blufiilng 
deeply, " had the cruelty long ago^— fo long 
ago as we were at Briftol, to infinuate, thsu: 
your-^your-i-friendlhip for me, was imprp?- 
per for you to feel and for me to allow.—" 

^* Curfes light on his infamo\?$ head 1" 
exclaimed Sir Edwar4» ftarting up in,^a 
new agony of rage ajpkd , refentment. 

'' Haw 
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fucji a ^fuggp^ipn againft ine« May I 
perifhin polamented infamy if I wafli not 
away all my injuries in— ^' 

*^ Hold, Sir Edward," cried. Ethclindei 
terrified at the vehemence of n maaiwhofc 
temper was naturally as equal as it was 
excellent — " I conjure you, conquer thefe 
ufelefs tranfports, . or it will be impoifibic 
for. me to dilburthen an l^art which ftill, ta 
fpite of malevolencci.and /alfehood, feels 
that it may reft on your honour, and rely 
on your prot^dtioq/* 

>^ I will be patient,'* faid Sir Edward— 
•' But name^not again that detefted 
villain!'' 

" What has been faid when 1 lived with 
my coufin, and under the immediate guar* 
di^nfcip of my father, is much more likely 
to be faid now ; when my coufin is no Iwjgcr 
miilrefs of her houfe, and when my parent 
is gone!— for your own fake therefore, my 
de?ir Sir -Edward, as well as mine, it is 
abfolutely neceflary that I remove. During 

this 
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(bia Id&r. mcdancholf fort?£iight thete ' was 
lbn^e'>£xciire;^ for the diefertdd ward (Hi 
nmxrally ihto the immediati^ care of her 
guardian ; but now it ' is timd to feek 
aiK^er ' afylum/' 

• Sir Ed«^ard fek the feafon of all fli« 
ui^ged; but his heart revolted. He could 
not bear' to part with her, 'though coh-' 
fcioufr that (he ought to go : and ftiU ; 
dneadlngi ' that love had more' influende^ 
on her re&lundn than prudence, htr was 
again itorn. with the^ conflidtiii^ emc^iofls ' 
of jealoufy, tendernefs, grief,' and detpidh*. ^ 

-i^ And thither would jKiu^EkAeltnae?'** 
fald ihe-i^" for whom would yoti ^quit 
the protedion to which you were com- 
mended by -the dying diredtions ' of ^our 
father/' ^ ^ ^ " 

'* Indeed, Sir Edward, it is too true iJH^t'*^ 
I haive no afylum. Among many and' 
opulent relations I know of not one who ^* 
will receive me : yec here I certainly ought ' 
not to (by : I cannot day without being 
wretched^" - "* 

Glad 




HnaHuinii 



of m a foroier letter (to whieh , letter he 
had received no anfwer) he preffed her 
with great earneftnefs to come to him and , 
to replace in his houfe the miftrefs who 
was to ^nter it no more. He fUghtly 
touched on the fituation of Ethelindc, 
and named her, her brother and Vi6t6rine> 
but forbore to fay that it was principally 
on the account of the former that he fo 
earneftly foUcited his lifter's company. To 
this letter he received by the return of tlie 
poft the following anfwer, 

Braciwood Dowfip Feb. ifih. 17-^ 

Dear Ned, 

^ I had yours by to day's poft* I had 
alfo your former dated a month ago. Twas 
of no ufe to fend an anfwer as , nothing 
was to be faid. I was always afraid that 
you would have the worft of it, but I 
hope you have too much fenfe to take the 
matter much to heart. The money is, I 
think, the worft part of the buidnefs; as to 
the woman, fuch affairs are fo common 

that 
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that I hope you won't care. I faw old 
Cheftervillc's death in the news-papers, 
and was forry to hear it. To be fure 
I'll come up if you cannot do without 
me, though I can do but little good, 
and the weather is (till fo open 'tis a 
thoufand pities to leave this place. My 
horfes are all in a fine %le, and Meteor 
leads the field as ufual.«-^I wift her Lady- 
fliip had run out of the courfe in the 
fummer, for to go to London now is 
terribly inconvenient to me : however 1 
will be with you about Tuefday, meaning 
to fet put oh horfeback after Monday's 
hunt, and get as far as Doxchefter, where 
I take poft-chaife. Till then, dear Ned, 
farewell ! — 

Yours truly— 

Eleanor Newenden." 



OHAP- 
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CHAPTER Xir. 
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HILE Sir Edward and his friends 
waited the arrival of the lady whofe letter 
concluded the laflt chapter, •hi^^liftened at- 
tentively to the various fchemes which 
Chefterville and Montgomery difcuiled 
for the future eftabliftiment of the former* 

After various projcfts confidered and 
rejedled, it was at length agreed, that to 
go with his wife to the Weft Indies in 
fcarch of her father would be the moft 
eligible plan. Sir Edward highly approved 
of it, and that no impediment might 
remain, he fignified to Montgomery, 
that he would fupply Chefterville with 
a ftim- of money, and endeavour to 
procure him a commifiion in a regiment 
ftationed in Jamaica. Ethelinde was 
much conibled by this arrangement, as 
ihe had hopes thftt Mr. Harcourt,, who 

Vol. III. N was 



was reputed to be fo immcnfely rich, would 
make fome provifion for his daughter, 
and enable- his*' fon-in-liw^ to* repay hxs 
pecuniary obligations to his generous be- 
nefadtor. Every thing then was done pi:e- 
paratory to the ^xpctttipn of this m9&* 
fure : on the day appoii^ted Mifs iHewis&dCfi 
arrived^ on her iirft enterance {he&ookrher 
brother by th« hand, /poke to Ethelinde, 
•without much feeling, of her -recent lofs, 
and rather foughly rallied yonag Chefter- 
fviUe on his marria^ge. *^ You headlong 
<bpys," feidAie "are all alike ; oaught with 
^he firft pretty fa<je, yoq rui> your heads 
into a ;noofe that (he reft of yourlif^ is 
ipaffed in flxuggiing to get ou,t of. Here's 
7poor Ned, ypu fee, fiorced to cut his at 
ijjtft; and I fuppofe ini a year.or ^two .^c 
iCb^l have youasicagertoirehdyQunSpaninx 
(wife bt».ck, .as)he'is t-o get quit of his Afiatic. 
You had better 4>y hialf have, brought over a 
rBarbj ther« would h^vie btfenfomfc fenfe in 
. tMt." Sir Edwaxd .was not ^refent to hear 
Lthi3 fpeeoJi^and yi<^OrmeflidiK)ttinder(land 

.Englifli 
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,EnglUh enough to be hurt it it. Chcfter- 
YiXkf who was capable pf jftHitling a$ wildly 
AS Mifs New^ea^ anfwered her in her own 
way ; and a fort of fkirmiflung dialogue 
was ufuidly carried on between them^ which 

. would have frequently compelled a fmile 

:from any hearers^ who had hearts leis deep- 
ly affefted than were thofe of Sir Edward, 
£thelinde» and Montgomery. 
Of thefe, it was impoifible to fay which 

.was the moft raiferable; the prefencc of 
Mifs Newenden by no means fatisfied Ethe- 
Itnde that the world would not equally 
blame her for refiding with. Sir Edward ; yet 
whither could (he go, ot how quit the 
proteAipn to which her father had con- 
figned her ? When Montgomery, who greir 
fo uneafy .at>_her flay in Hanover Square 

. that he could no longer refrain from ex* 
preffing it, urged her by all the tendemefs 
(he had deigned to own for him, and by 

. all his fafierings,to unite her fate with his, 
saxd give him a motive for that exertion 
in regard to i^iaking, his fortune which he 

N z norf 
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now wanted, (he heard him with attention^ 
with tendernefs, frequently with tears; 
but refolutely 'declined marrying, to cany 
only indigence and forrow to the man (he 
loved, and to become a burthen to his mo- 
ther, who had hardly a fufficiency for her- 
fclf. Sir Edward had by this time learned 
that Lady Newenden, in the profpeft 
of marrying Lord Danesfbrte, wi(hed only 
that he might obtain the divorce he had 
meditated ; the idea of its being then poflS- 
bie that Ethelinde might be his, flattered 
the predominant paffion of his foul, and he 
was roiifed fom contemplating a profpeft 
fo feducirig, only by his tcndcrnefs for his 
children: Lady Newenden was ftill their 
' mother ; and there were moments in which 
the.extreme foftnefs of his temper made him 
wi(h it poflTible to- forgive and receive hef , 
whom he had once fo tenderly loved, and 
who was yet endeared to him by thofe 
objefts of his paternal alFedion ; then he 
ilruggled with his reafon, and with the fad 
'>Cprividion of her infidelity, to find fome 

palliatioa 
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p^miation of her condoft; and his rage 

and refentmenc fell on Lord Danesforte. 

Nothing but the fituation in which, on his 

arrival in London, he had found Colonel 

Chcftcrville, had prevented liis feeking 

immediate reparation for the injury he had 

received from his Lordfliip. To Colonel 

Chefte;ville it was his intention to hav^ 

applied to accompany him into the field ; 

but his death, and the fubfequent diftrcfs 

and fufferings of Etht:linde, hadpoftponcd 

even his vengeance. . It was, however, fo 

far from being extinguifhed, that it now. 

blazed with, greater fgry than ever; bull. 

he carefully conceakd his intentio|ns from 

Erheliode, who he faw fufpefted them, and 

communicated only to young Cheftervillc 

the meafures he had taken to obtain, what ^ 

the laws of honor denominate fatisfadlion, ^ 

froiw Lord Dafies forte. 

Montgomery ufually called once a day , 
bn;EthelJade, andpafied njianyof his hours ; 
ia thefervice of her brother. His dejecr , 
tion grew .cyery day deeper and more, ap- 

N3 parent; 



par<rnt rfomctirries he fancied that the par- 
tiality of Sir Edward for Ethtflinde, which: 
iftight eafily be feen even by eyes ool 
Iharpened by jeaknify, was, if not returned, 
at leaft not difpleafing to her; at- other 
times he hated himfelf for datiilg to fuf- 
pefl: hel-; now he determined to exel:ute 
fais former proje£t of going to India^ and 
now flirunk from the idea of leaving her iff 
the power of Sir Edward, who, to all the 
claims that gratitude gave him over he^ 
heart, might foon be in a fituation to ob^ 
tain her hand. He knew that (be efteemed 
and regarded Sir Edward as her friend and 
her benefactor-— the benefadtor of herfa- 
ther and her brother \ and though he had 
himfelf fo long gloried in the certainty that 
her heart wa$ his own, diffidence of his 
own merit rather tha;n any doubt of her 
afifedion, made him tremble at the idea of 
a long, long feparation, in which^he would 
be left wholly in the prottftkui <tf Sk Ed^ 
ward> tand when i^ maxxf motires might 
concur to m^ her iat^i or at lesft fi»- 

crifice 
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crifice CO her guardian, her baniftied and 
Ufiforcuaate MpntgQtncry.. 
. Tormented incefianciy with thclc FCh 
Qc^u^ns, hU life becafcne burtbenromc tor 
bun$ he no longer purfued any reguian 
pUn for obtaining an eftabli(hmeot ; and 
vfhtn Sir Edward mentioaed a renewed 
^f>e pf being. able to* procure, him a com- 
ipi^on lit ^tbe ( ifervtce of tbe Baft India 
Compan^t (his -ficft application for which 
bad failed through the prefenc coldnefs 
that fubfifted between him and Mr. Mai- 
travers) Montgomery, received the inform-^ 
atton fo coldly,. i:hat Sir £dward could not) 
fc^bear fpeakibg* of it to Etbelinde.--. 
** Believe nrje," faid he,;** Tarn interefted 
for Montgomery, and will do any thii^ 
tba( b pofllble to ferve him ; but of late 
He has appeared to take every thing t 
h/xm fi^id|j9flr tibai fiibjtdt. ilath&r as an a£- 
ipQnt than ^ krindnefsL He made himleU 
ifti af^li4atMQ[ (dr. me. for the fsry ..pa&.h 
have at tbia ww » nean profpofb o^obn 
9iowg Anfrliifift/i ytt nawtbA ftechs, wholiE 

N 4 difinclined 
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difincKned to accept it. Ethelinde, I will 
be ingenuous with you: I believe that 
the encouragement your poor father gave 
to this young man not long before his 
death has deftroyed bis fjMrit of eftter* 
prize ; to quit you he finds impoSible ; 
you know beft, whether, unprl)vided for 
as he is, you oughc tO' confirm the hopes 
he entertained, whether you 'ought, -eithep 
for your own fake or his, to let Wrti ;fup-< 
pofc they can be immediately realized." 

The changes in Sir Edward's-count*-'' 
nance and voice while he made thisfpeech,* 
cfcaped not the obfervation gf Kchelind^,' 
greatly as fhe was hurt and confufed by 
the purport of it; but her ingenuous na- 
ture, incapable of artifice, difdained to- 
affeft an indifference which fiie did not- 
&el ; and after a little hefitation, fhe faid 
— ".Sir Edward, I believe you already- 
know, that if I had an^ independent or^ 
event a competent fortune, Mr. Montgo-- 
mery would be the man to whom I would 
give it^ but fituated as we 'both are, I 
I have 
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hffve told him that we CMnot be. united^^ 
and that the more tenderly I am attached; 
t6 him, the more cefolutely I feel myfelf 
stble torejcA him> and to refqfe what, 
would certainly not make him happy; 
fince, were we to marry, lituated as we 
now are, we fiiould feel with redoubled: 
ferce all- the inconncenienccs of a narrow; 
fbrtune^ or the mHefy of ibpaeating tO' 
iftroid them. I. am not myfeif afraid of 
poverty, bm . much, .afraid of feeing the. 
fairer profpeds of Montgomery blaftcd by , 
hii ^participating^, my indigence i I will^ 
wfcb your permiflion, fpeak to him on the; 
fubje^ "you have to day nfamed> and I* 
dare venture to fay that finally he will not- 
be found negligent of your meditated 
kininefs/V 

i Sir Edward, . wbofe heart glowed with 
^miration^ while it ached with the ccr* 
tainty of her fteady prefennce of Montgo*. 
riiery^ was iH qualified at that moment to 
continue thq i comrerladon; .I|e left her*^ 
tiierdbr^ almoft immediately 5 and waa 

fooa 



fiMMi after fUfHmonfed m tbercfiBing^ romsi 
Itf Che arrival of Lord Hawkhu^ft. 

£Kb Lordliip afipared in atiourtiiifigir 
aMd his' ^litfnaiiae: exrpvcflcsi femethifii^ 
of ' CKHtfufion oir cherfi^ of bt$ nepfaeW' 
aird bis niete 1 hot Im iecmed ftfugglin® 
tdttoffquen it, and to affitUe che appeal^ 
aWM <tf cbtd miiilrjr;? After' fittings af 
fMr flOMseticsy inliikr^. whatsver- the- paity^ 
tl»ught^ nond ^ them &eii±d jdyLfpofed- Vk 
to toifimunicativt^. Lord Mawkhurft i^ 
dlreflkd tiimlelf to Sir Edward^ and defirdd) 
ta be permitted the honor of fpeakiflg €<y 
hl^m ak>M* They Went immediatdy inftif 
the ftudy, and his Lordfhip, after a f^ufe,, 
i^hicfi Sir Edward did iiot interrupts, tbua 
began-— 

*^ Sir Edward, I am well perfuadtidrtbaM 
you wili wifcb the casKkiui'^ .tod^t fa)P I 
amooDT/!inced/;tiiai: youri oaitiw^lf ciamloMl^ 
w3fc indiice' yoti«»M5o iie^i^and^ t<^ bctt^i 
vdthofBt' being offimded,< . thaM, wbicJi^ Jh 
gjmi ytmimy/ honno: li amr yrrjpf Ibrry^^rcaw 
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t^eme]y conterned''indeed^ to have oec^um- 
to trouble you upon,* 

$rr' Edward, though mu€h wondering' 
#hat could follow Aich a prdude, coldly ' 
ailured him that he was prepared to liften 
and begged to be honored with his Lord^ 
fliip's commands. 

"'Mr; Maltravers, Sir Edward, was with 
me lafl ni^t \ and though I give yofu my^ 
honor nothing is more repugnant to my 
principles than to interfere-^I fay, though 
nothing is more remote from my ufual 
plan than to intermeddle in domeftic did 
agreements*, yet really as the matter is 
reprefented to me^ and as perfons arc 
concerned who are related to me, and who 
even bear my name——** 

** Explain yourfelf, my Lord !*' laid Sir 
Edward, impatiently interrupting him. 
^* What has Mr. Maltravers (aid? and 
en what has he taken the trouble to addrefi 
himfelf to your iLordfliiir?*' 

'^< Oh the unfortunate mlfunderflr^ing 
betweeh^you/ Sir fidvrard; and Mi daugb- 

ter^ 
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trr. Lady Neii»enden« which he reprefents • 

as originating folely in your really. Sir,' 

it is an awkward circumftance to men* 
tion-^your attachment — your partiality to- 
his (Mr. Malcravers's) niece— who is alfo. 
my niecc^— to Ethclinde Cheftervillc." 

Rage, indignation and furprife, ftopped, • 
ffir* a ipoment, the words which Sir Ed- 
ward would have uttered. '* Docs Mr. : 
Mahravers dare to aifirm fo infamous a* 
f^ifrhood?*' cried he at length. 

Lord Hawkhurfl: waved his hand in 
aflcnt i and then paufing to colled his . 
ofatorical powers, he fpread forth one 
hand, and laying the other on his breaft, . 
went on.— ** 1 am concerned, Sir Edward, 
—much concerned, 1 give you my honor v 
I fay, I arn greatly hurt at the affevera* 
tions of Mr. Malcravers, who is much of -^ 
a gentleman and my very good friend^ on , 
this fubjeft. Palliatives, my. dear Sir- 
palliatives are all we can now apply, Mr.. 
Maltravers feems really folicitous to pro* 
iT)oie an adt of oblivion : he even goes fo 

■ "' ^ far 
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far as to own that Lady Newenden, irri- 
"tated dotibtlefs, as is the nature of her 
fcx, by your preference of her relation, 
(a preference either real or imaginary, we 
will not decide which)— I fay Mr. Makra- 
vers, is willing to acknowledge, that her 
Lady (hip, piqued as I obferved before^ 
might poflibly refent it by (hewing a little 
too much attention to Lord Danesforte: 
But my dear Sir, do confider the ftate of 
fafts: her mother, Mrs, Maltravers, was 
a<5tually with her the whole time, and de- 
clares that her daughter was moft innocent 
of every charge which you made againft 
her, when you fo haftily and fo mnkindly 
left her with threats of purfuing meafurcs 
which, pardon me, . I am fure you muft 
long fince have thought better of.*' Sir 
Edward was now about to interrupt him, 
but he faid— '^ Pardon me Sir Edward ; 
allov me jet a moment to explain, or 
rather to detail .all Mr. Maltravers related 
to me : he obferved then, Sir — 1 fay, Mr. 
Maltia ers obfcned, that nothing could 

be 
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be a ftronger confirmation of the truth of 
your predilection in favor of Mils Chefter- 
TiUCf than your haftening mftantly to Lon- 
^n to her ; the large fums you imme- 
diately advanced for the enlargement of 
that unhappy and indifcreet yqpng man, 
her brother, (who now by his marriage 
has completely ruined himfelf) and your 
taking her into your houfe, where I un- 
derftand (he a&s as its miftrefs. Mr. 
Maltravers, (pardon me Sir Edward, 1 
only repeat his fentiments) — I fay, Mr. 
Maltravers conf)plains<» that not fatisfied 
with the large fums you have expended 
' out of your wife's fortune for thefc pur- 
pofes, you ixvike her reputation, which is 
much dearer to her, the vidim of this 
unlucky partiality for, I fear, a veiy 
artful young perion*" 

The indignation of Sir Edward was 
anew trembling on his lips ; but his Lord- 
Ihip, who perceiv:«d it, again ftopped 
him.—" Yet a moment, Sir Edward ^yet 
a moment of your patience, and r, I [have 

done. 
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done. All tbcfe charges, my dear Sir— J 
iay all sthefe charges, all thcfe tircumftan- 
-ces, will have but an ugJy, but a wrir 
ugly appearance before the. public : . J am 
furc you^ muft, on cool refledion — I foy, 
I am well perfiiaded that .on turning over 
<all the relative circumftanccs Jn your own 
tnitid candidly and coolly, .you wilLallow, 
that it is beft that Mr. M^ltravcrs's pfFer 
of a general ^mnejfty be accepted ; and an 
^a I fay-r-an aft of obUvion on all hands 
agreed to. I recommend it to you to bc- 
-cpive I^ady Newcnden ; I will take cane 
^hat Ethelinde Chefterville fliall be re- 
-moved to a fituation where the affair will 
-not be known : and the world, who arc 
at prefent, let me tell you, .very bufy with 
lier fame, will avcriook ;and forget thcfe 
awkward fufpiciacs. I fay-^ 



f> 



Sir Edward could. bear :ftny -thing better 
than this jreflcaion on Ethelinde ; and his 
\patieqce, fo fcverely tried, was now ex- 
Jiaufted.—** No, my Lord,*' f?id he, whik 
•fury and difdain animated his features, 

"fay 
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•* fay nothing more, 1 bcfecch you ; for 
be aflurcd you will obtain no longer. a 
hearing to calumny fo infamous and pro- 
pofals fo dirgraceful. My condu& towards 
my wife will be juftified in another place : 
it is not to your Lordlhip, who ieems in- 
deed a moft prejudiced judge» that I am 
compelled to give any account of it: as 
to your niece, my Lord, I ihould have 
thought that your paltry defertion of her 
would have made you blufli thus to join 
in blafting a cbarader which only the 
malice of fiends could haVe dared origi-^ 
nally to fully. By heaven (lie is as pure 
as an angel, and has virtue enough to ref* 
cue the reft of the race from perdition* 
Never (hall flie be obliged to you, my 
Lord, while I have a fortune to fupply <wp 
an arm to defend her -, her father, on his 
death bed — that death bed where I faw 
his noble fpirit finking under his cruel re* 
lations negledl, gave his orphan daughter 
to my care ; and never, let the infamous 

and 
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Mdiwoidllcfii ia|i: nfifieub-tfacr Jn^e id bM 

trufty knr oalir u^on jesik: m raUcee me iromi 
ic^ jMto^^ whof tiMift ever ap{i0»r to the gCH 
nerous and good, : 

' The mean defertei^ of your brother's blood !* 

** So mucb^ my Lord, for your Lord* 
ihip's offer of taking your innocent, your 
defamed and infuUed niece: and as to 
Mr. Maltravers's part of the meffage which 
you have condefcended to deliver, I beg 
to fay in anfwer to it, that I fcorn his un- 
generous attempt at retaliation, and that 
knowing my own integrity in regard to 
his niece, I pity while I muft repel once 
and for'eVcr, his HI judged experiment to 
hide the too flagrant infamy of his daugh- 
ten If he will apply immediately to my- 
felf, he will know more of my Intentions 
about her: your Lordfliip I think will do 
well to decline appearing again in the ne^- 
gociation." Sir Edward then, without wait- 
ing for an anfwer, left the room -, and Lord 

Vox.. III. O Hawkhurft, 
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Hawkhtirfi, thunderftruck w^'tbe rdbb*. 
mence <^ his manner, which his own re- 
proaching confcience fecretly juftified, im- 
mediately quitted the houfe in confafipa 
and difmay. 
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